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A family history of seizures or other central nervous system disorders is not a
contraindication to administration of pertussis or other vaccines. However, delaying
pertussis vaccination for infants and children with a history of previous seizures until
the child’ s neurologic status has been assessed is prudent. Pertussis vaccine should
not be administered to infants with evolving neurologic conditions until the condition
has stabilized.
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The decision to administer or delay vaccination because of a current or recent acute
illness depends on severity of symptoms and etiology of the disease. All vaccines can
be administered to persons with minor acute illness (e.g., diarrhea or mild
upper-respiratory tract infection with or without fever). Studies indicate that failure
to vaccinate children with minor illnesses can seriously impede vaccination efforts.
Among persons whose compliance with medical care cannot be ensured, use of every
opportunity to provide appropriate vaccinations is critical.

The safety and efficacy of vaccinating persons who have mild illnesses have been
documented. Vaccination should not be delayed because of the presence of mild
respiratory tract illness or other acute illness with or without fever.

Persons with moderate or severe acute illness should be vaccinated as soon as the acute

illness has improved, after screening for contraindications.
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