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creosote is also relatively low (Table 5), and the release
of creosote from wood samples into water is minimal
(Becker et al., 2001). Therefore, it is not important to
measure water-extractable phenols in commercially-
available wood samples.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrated that varying amounts of
PAHs and water-extractable phenols are present in cre-
osote and creosote-treated wood products such as rail-
way sleepers and stakes that are sold for agricultural
purposes. Among carcinogenic PAHs, benz(a)anthra-
cene was detected in the highest concentration, varying
between 228 and 6328 pg/g in creosotes. Benzo(b)fluo-
ranthene, benzo(k)fluoranthene and BaP were found in
the range of 67-3541 pglg. Almost all creosotes con-
tained more than 50 pg/g of BaP, which is the upper
limit level that is permitted in the EU standard. Creo-
sote-impregnated wood products, such as brand-new
or secondhand railway sleepers and foundations, also
contained significant amounts of BaP (58-749 pg/g)
and benz(a)anthracene (250-1282 pg/g). The concentra-
tion of phenols was low in creosotes and creosote-trea-
ted wood, and was not related to PAHs content. The
effects of the water-extractable phenols on health might
to be negligible. In Japan, creosotes containing a high
concentration of BaP have been sold, and consumers
are free to use them for wood preservation. This situa-
tion may cause impermissible health damage to persons
handling creosotes and creosote-treated wood products,
and the government has scheduled a restriction of the
use of creosotes containing elevated amounts of carci-
nogenic PAHs.
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Enhancement action of sulfated hyaluronan on the ALPase activity of
‘rat calvarial osteoblasts

Misao Nagahata-Ishiguroe xh2 Ryusuke Nakaoka *? Toshie Tsuchiya )
Akira Teramoto™ and Koji Abe*

"I Department of Functional Polymer Science, Faculty of Textile Science and Technology,
‘ Shinshu University, Ueda 386-8567, Japan
*2 Division of Medical Devices, National Institute of Health Sciences, Tokyo 158-8501, Japan

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to clarify the effect of hyaluronan (Hya) and sulfated hyaluronan (SHya) on
rat calvarial osteoblast (tOB) cells proliferation and differentiation in vifro. TOB cells were cultured in the presence of
Hya with different molecular weights 0.2, 2, 3(), 90, 120 x 10*) for 10days. Hya did not affect the proliferation of
OB cells. However, SHya suppressed the proliferation of rOB cells. The alkaline phosphatase (ALPase) activity of
OB cells cultured with SHya for 10 days was significantly enhanced in comparison with control (in the absence of
polysaccharides) and with Hya. Hya suppressed the AL Pase activity of rOB cells.  As a result, SHya can control rOB
cells proliferation and differentiation. SHya suppressed the rOB cells proliferation in a few culture days and promoted
the differentiation. It was suggésted that ﬂiese effects were based on the sulfate groups of SHya. Therefore, it is

considered that SHya is useful for the biomedical material, which promotes the differentiation of rOB cells.
(Received 16 June, 2004; Accepted 20 December, 2004)

1. #

il

LR TH B~ Y > (Heparin; Hep) $N3T
Wi (Heparan sulfate; HS) & heparin-binding growth
factors (HBGFs) LBIGHEBAL, EMIMREERIT
Ea RN HBGFs 2L T, FDOEME LT
BT EHELMEEoTVS[1-3].  HBGFs &, BOBH
L LBELBEERELTVWAT LXMEN, BIFHR
OREREDOBRTE— I Ty, K’TITAVH
I BOBRPEIE ST 5 [4-6). FRRTALETH

EEAMEE LIRS, BETRIDICATERALRE

BEDATHEPBANSENTVS. LiL, THHEOA
THEIEL BN 0, EREESIENFEZRV
EEEEMEEINTVS. COFEREAVTEREO
BECHAEhBHIE, B ER T R EFHRT

$5. SEMRIEERBEROMRT, ROLTEEER
ORI B B BRI £ T RBIC R L e B R
b B, BHE S RIBLIIGS, ML, o1k
TR HDORENEDbNB ), RORBVLELES.
LHL, BENMENTVTBHIBROBI a5
BBOBELIIEDRN.  FTTC, EHHE L EERTO
HHSDORIC X AAGEEOHEN, HES(HETH
w37, 8]. LdL, ThoDEBEFREATCHE
THy, EERTOERPEL, TRETHDED, B
HETFREETHEEDRETHS. FVIAVI/TY
HVOBRBRS THB T VEE (Hya) i, BREk, B8
MEEUHh LT rEL OBFSERKCEEL, ARt
1w & AOBRST & LT, BEOAHERRRPHERLEK
BEAEHER L TVAEC EHPREENTVS[9-11]. B
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4, Hya DLE72—E LT (D44 PERENTLK, Hya
ENLEEYEABEOHENBEALTDONTVS
[12-14]. Pilloni B, BHFHAADAEMR TS % MHE
FRE VT, DFROBRES lya DBBERELTE
v [15], Hya BBHHROBRILZEET S LMELTY
5. LdL, Hfaommt, SHMbx—»h—Iii DWW TOR
MBEREIIT - TV, FTTHEBIR TR, BBLER
HHOBREZENE LT, 246EGEOBWSEEREA
WTEHBOESEZH . FHETE., e 7V VE
LB LS OBERHE R OB TROMB{LEHE
L, Sv FEEBBEEFHMN rat calvarial

osteoblast (rOB cells) JOFMABEI LT —h—TH 5

Alkaline phosphatase (ALPase) (=39 %RAHCDVT
HeiTo .

2. RERAE

2.1 &

SHya ZLIATICIRE Lic ABIC AR LIZ06). BRL
TR L S OWEALE (D.S. ) 2 $REN DEBED
£) % Table IR U7. HyaX(X RO FRERT)DODT
£813 0.2, 2, 30, 90,120 x 10* DHDEM L.
av FoAF U typeC (Chs-C) , Hep i3 0.5 ng/1 O
BEIC S &S ICEHIcIAMR L, 0.22 po OILEZET S

Table 1 Characteristics of polysaccharides

Number of sulfate
Polysaccharides groups per two MW (x104)
saccharide rings
Hya 0 0.2-120
1.2S8Hya 1.2 S5
2.1SHya 2.1 20
3.45Hya 34 5
Chs-C H 0.5
Hep 2.5 1
A 0H
H
1 HCOCH,; N
Hyaluronan (Hya)

Sulfated hyaluronan (SHya)

R= SO, N&* or HY

Fig.i Structure of hyaluronan and sulfated hyaluronan

filter TREZ BT ixo 7z,
Fig. LimUe.

Hya 3 & U SHya D#EER%Z

Hya, SHya,

2.2 MpniEE
1% 48 BRI D « A% —F T w b (Charles River)
OEEFH 5, BEHEMEICKD r0B cells ZOBEL T
[17). ®D#%, 10% fetal bovine serun (FBS, GIBCO)
&% Dulbecco’ s modified Eagle' s medium (DMEM,
Nissui-seiyaku) BT, MREFRIToR. 3 HEFK
SR A LR B IEE OMREBRRITY, MRK4-6D
r0B cells ZSEBRICfER L.
2.3 mRaiaTE
LPAEL 10% FBS 2 & T DNEM % RV THRE L7z r0B cells
(1x10% cells/well, 24 multivell plate) ZHEFEL, 5% €O,
T, STCTEEE L. FiEHMEREOMEEE, T
DEVAZARREIC X > TEHAILE. ERBEREL,
well % phosphate-buffered salines (PBS; pH7.6) T 3
B U=, 0.04% nonidet P-40 (NP-40, Nacalai tesque)

BE Inl PBS %% well ICHRNL, 37°CT 10 > F

an—h Uik REEEBSHHRRERCTRES S
A ZU7T4#%, 1000rpm, 4°C, 5 DR OLEfT-7. CTOL
BRI L LT, Bio-Rad protein assay (protein
assay, Bio-Rad Lab.) iz &, 536nm OWLEZE EIA
READER 2f- THX VR EBERE L. ML X
YROBROBEREFRL, BRBICKOEZ Y
BRH, OHIREZEHLUE. REROERBEEZUTICR
. 0, 1, 5 10, 30x10° cells/nl \CEREY L KRR
WEERBEIC AN, 1000rpn, 4°C, 5 FEHEOET o 7E.
LBBEHEL, 0.04% NP-40 ZELs In] PBS ZEIRRE
AN, BEUSYEBERD, MEBLBATIIH
BORBREIER L.
2.4 Alkal ine phosphatase (ALPase) &tk
ALPase IEHEQRIEIE I TFOX S i LTt Hlli
BRORERICIE S N HIFIAREE 0. Inl L EFKIAH
0.4nl (16mM p-nitrophenylphosphate disodium salt
hexahydrate) ZESLT, 3040, 31CTA rFai—
PLie. F0%, REZEILT 57D, BE]KIC0.2N
NaOH k¥ 0. 5m] #EA0 L, 410nm DIRYEE% E1A READER
ZROTHELR. #4230 813 Bio-Rad protein
assay Ic & o CTHIFE L, Albumin(Bovine Albumin Fraction
V) ORBERMOEM L.

STORBICEVT, SR =6 & LTRREF,
ZOTER R, |

3. # R

DFBORKD Hya ZERMM U7 r0B cells DRI
%, Fig. 24TR U7, #58% 7T HEE TR, Hya D5 TFEIC
8% < rOB cells XML, a7y MeELK.
UHL, 8 10 BEIcx5 L, BOTERO Hya ZHML

7= 0B cells IZHBWT, hTMICHIRBOBINPRE N
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Cell numbers (x104 cells / well)

culture days

Fig.2 Effect of 0.5mg/ml hyaluronan on the
proliferation of TOB cells

E none O Hya0.2 A Hya2 < Hya30 V Hya90 [ Hyal20

N
W
1

|33
]

ot
W

10

Cell numbers (x10* cells / well)
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culture days

Fig.3 Effect of 0.5mg/ml sulfated polysaccharides
on the proliferation of rOB cells
B none O 12SHya 4 2.18Hya < 3.48Hya V Chs-C 1 Hep
7.

Fig.31z, WE{LEDRES SHya ZEINLTc r0B cells
OEREEER L. HyaRRILICBE L R0, SHya
YL 7z r0B cells iZ, 1%53% 3 BEM BIEHRMRITIEAN
TRBEMIEIE Wiz, EBIC, SHys OBEEOEALEH
# I BIEY, OB cells DRI E N, ThucyH
L. RUHEERETISHEETH > T ths-C TRIELE
APEBERLNT, Hep THIPHRRIINE o

Fig. 4 g, Hya Z#hnL7z r0B cells DT LAY T4 X
7 7 &—+ (ALPase) EEOERZ b ER L, Hya 359
FRICHEGES, EEHAROMBHILI—H—THS
AlPase DEMIIIHEMRICHRTHEVERZRLE.
Fig.5 i, WiEMLEEDRES SHya Z¥ML7E r0B cells
@ AlPase fEME AR L. Hya BiZFaD, Stya Z¥NL
7= tOB cells @ ALPase HEHZIEFIRICLENT LADR
whhic., o, BREBLEICE5IE Y, AlPase D

100

ALPase activity (U / protein)

0 2 4 6 8 10

culture days

Figd Effect of 0.5mg/ml hyaluronan on the

ALPase activity of rOB cells

® none O Hya0.2 A Hya2 < Hya30 V Hya90 O Hyal20

ALPase activity (U / protein)

culture days

Fig.5 Effect of 0.5mg/ml sulfated polysaccharides

on the ALPase activity of OB cells

®none O 12SHya A 2.1SHya < 3.4SHya V Chs-C [ Hep

Celt numbers (x10% cells / well)

25 7
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45
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42
5

~1
0 /u b s g sacand s stk 0
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2.1SHya concentration (1g/ml)

[J celinumbers O ALlPase activity
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Fig.6 Dose-dependence of 2.1SHya on the
proliferation and ALPase activity of

rOB cells after 10days
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ERBIIEM T, FTT, r0B cells DOEREY AlPase
FEHIC T B 2.1SHya OBEMBEORERZRE Lk
(Fig.6). EiBED SHya i3 r0B cells OWHEIPHRIL,
ALPase Bt {BE T B0 L, KRB SHya i35
Z{RHEL, AlPase IFfERMIMIE R 2 2B b,

4 E B

FRBTHAE, HTFRORLS Hya Z-EHHIRICERDD
U, BEFHBRORMIEL ALPase B DWW TREIZT o 2.
45 2000 A5 120 0D Hya % r0B cells leinLiz e
T5 FFEMREZEACEDD R L, Hya iz
DHFROBNICEZHEIRONab o7 (Fig.2) .
LA L, ALPase DIEIEIES FRACBIRS < JERIRICHA
TERTEN T8 (Fig.4) , Hya ld rOB cells DM LEH
HITBT LAREENT.  Hep, HSIZKIARS3 5\ 3Tk
FHICACFEL, 2{OBHROX VISV HLBRNZ
HWEERZTRIT LMo TWS 18], K, ~135
VTR T A S A (HSPG) 13, MRk ECM OMESF
FAeHRE T OMERERZNA LT, #E, R 7
WMEER ZIKBE LTV, To&diE, Sigcbics
HSPG D¥FBEDOHT, HWRERETF & OHEFRICDVTIES
KOH|EPBY, FEETHTWB[1-3].  FCF,
transforming growth factor-B(TGF-B), bone
morphogenetic protein(BNP) 7% & DFAEHMETIE, Hep
® HS T XOmBESHEEHEFRAL, Ha0EHE
THTEMREENTWA[1, 4] Hep, HS, Chs DFFE
i3, Hyalc e TIEB IS E V. T TEME TR, &9
FETH? SHya OBBEAMRAQLEZBENELT,
SHya BT D r0B cells e o 288 BREI L7z, Shya
OHBEENE R 5Icoh, MROBBEEIMH XN,
Hep & H 2 BEOMRINEER U (Fig. 3).  AlPase ©EM
XL T, BMBtENB L3 cohTEENERL
7=(Fig.5). Chb, HE(CSHEITHIREOETEE M
U, SHERRES R LRI NG KT, BELER
HARESEN2. 1SHya BRWVT, BEERERECOVTR
EfEfTofz. Fig.6 &b, 2. 1SHya IZ{XIEE CiIHIRROE
FABEL, BBECE3CONMEREIHLE. Th
LT AlPase JEPEIMEMRT TIZVEMAMES, WHUREC
ZBIcOhERLE. Thdb, 2. 1SHyaldERELE
&BT LT, r0B cells DEEERHIET S C LHAHETS
BT EARENT.  Hep, BS LIHHEET & ORENE/ER
OfROBMEICN T 2 HEL, BEICX->TRECES
BT EMREETNTVS. Blanquaert Hid, Hep RUTH
H{t %% O RCTA(Heparin-like polymers derived from
dextran) L HMEF L OGRAERIC LD, U AEERE
HISRBSFHIAR NC3TI3-E1 NOEBEREL TV [1].
RCTA REHAF LHICHWB C 2T, BRI L TR

MBI E, AlPase DIEHM LR T BT LML MI L.

(101)

T DRI RCTA DAZTHEEIENS D, HWHERFIE
E¥aCLick), THICEFCEENEREMN:E. SR,
A ld SHya BHOREERE LY, HOOHBRE—H
THERNEBONE. LEOBENS, Hya B g
AT BT LIk, SHyald BEMIROEFER LI H]
BB EPOEETHS L RENE.

r0B cells IT Hya UG 5 &, r0B cells OEFEI{E
#EEh, SbiFEnk. UL, SHyaZiEmd s e,
r0B cells DBERIBIHI X, FLORBEIRENT:.
SHya DFIRIE. SHya OHRELE, BEICKE KELE.
B> T, SHyaldBHHIRAOMBREERIET ST LM L
ofc. BEREEERZR-TWS BIP, F6F2, TCF-pix
EDOBMRATFZEFICRICAVSEE, TN OHEMEE
FIBE U TABGOBRENHETHS.  Slya 3HFRNE
<, MHENB B, BERTFZERT SEE1E Hep, HS
T EDMOBBESHICHRTHVC LHEZENS.
41, SHya LHERETF & OEE/ERIC DV THREIRITS T
itk b, SHya DIHLABEFROBFEERSMITES L
B, SHya DBEERMENOSHMIRENS.

6. B &

ARFFEO—ERIZ, 21 2 COE u 'S L, RIEWMEE
HUEEBETZ(B)(14860495), BIHEH L 2 —< VR YA
IV AREREE, EEN GRS EMEe 5N
FIRERBHEENEE, ERG  BEERELF 5N
—H A TV ARETREE) OME&ICE hiTFbhik
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Disinfection or sterilization treatment by heating, irradiation, or chemicals can cause injury
to microorganisms at sublethal levels. Microbial injury is the inability to grow under conditions
suitable for the uninjured microorganisms. This inability of injured microorganisms to grow is
explained in terms of more complex or different nutritional requirements or in terms of in-
creased sensitivity to environmental conditions such as incubation conditions (time or tem-
perature) or to chemical agents such as halogen compounds. Injured microorganisms can be
distinguished from those that are dead or mutated by their ability to regain normal physiologi-
cal activity when placed in appropriate conditions for cultivation. The return to normal physio-
logical function has been termed repair. The extent and severity of sublethal injury, the
mechanisms of injury, and the mechanisms and degree of recovery vary with the sterilization
procedures, the species, the strains, the condition of the microorganism, and the methods of
repair. Injury to spore formers has been detected at different stages of the spore cycle. The
sites of injury include damage to enzymes, membrane disruption, and/or damage to DNA or
RNA. Information on the sublethal injury and recovery of microorganisms is very important in
evaluating sterilization/disinfection procedures. This paper supplies academic as well as
practical information dealing with the repair, and detection of injured microorganisms for per-
forming reproducible sterilization validation. :

Key words * Injured microorganisms/Injury/Repair/Damage/ Sterilization validation

INTRODUCTION

The injury to microorganisms by various steriliza-
tion procedures is a common occurrence. The detec-
tion of injured microorganisms is of significance for
evaluating the sterilization process in health care
products, and attainment of sterility assurance and
reproducible sterilization validation (Busta, 1978;
Hurst, 1977; Hurst, 1984a). Inadequate detection of
injured microorganisms in health care products can
lead to potential spoilage and hazards if the injured
microorganisms undergo repair and proliferate during
product storage. Therefore it is important to employ
techniques that will optimize the detection and enu-

*Corresponding author. Tel : +81-3-3700-9268, Fax: +81-
3-3707-6950

meration of injured microorganisms. lgnorance or
poor recovery of injured microorganisms may lead to
an overestimation of lethal effects, which can resultin
faulty sterilization validation. This must be avoided.
An understanding of injury can supply valuable infor-
mation to optimize the proliferation and maintenance
of microbial cultures.

It is important to understand the resistance, injury,
repair, and detection of the bioburden to attain satis-
factory and reproducible sterilization validation.

1. Importance of inactivating spore formers

The spore cycle is described in Figure 1. Spores
are formed in the vegetative cell during sporulation
and are released into the environment during cell
lysis. Spores can withstand high doses of heat, irra-
diation, and chemicals.
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The typical structure of bacterial endospore con-
sists, from the inside to the outside, of a protoplasmic
core, a spore wall, a cortex, the spore coats, and
exosporium (Figure 2). The spore coats protect the
spores and respond to germinants. The cortex and
the cell wall are comprised of peptidoglycan (Figure
3). The spore cell wall forms the cell wall of the ger-
minated cell. The dehydrated core consists of DNA,
ribosomes, enzymes, and other cellular components
including calcium (Barach et al., 1976), magnesium,
manganese, and dipicolinic acid (Denyer et al,
2004). The chemical structure of dipicolinic acid is
shown in Figure 4. Bacterial spores in the injured
state are not considered as threats unless they regain
metabolic activity.

The objective of health care product sterilization is
to destroy bacterial spores, rendering the product
safe while retaining acceptable quality for long peri-
ods of time. The repair of injured spores may lead-to
product quality loss and/or safety problems to peo-
ple. Thus, it is quite important to detect undamaged
as well as injured spores in products to avoid any
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FIG. 1. Diagrammatic representation of the cycle of bac-
terial endospore formation, germination and outgrowth
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FIG. 2. A typical bacterial spore
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risks concerned. The recovery and enumeration of
normal or injured spores which are susceptible to in-
jury and repair involve the completion of the various
stages in the spore cycle in Fig. 1 (Gould, 1084).

2. Definition

The representative cycle of bacterial endospore ac-
tivation, germination, outgrowth and growth is pre-
sented in Fig. 1.

2-1. Activation

Activation is generally accomplished by sublethal
levels or other treatments (heating, irradiation, chemi-
cal agents exposure and so on) which do not cause
significant changes in the properties of the dormant
spore, but accelerates the germination process. This
treatment also inactivates the vegetative cells in the
medium.

2-2. Germination

The sequence of major changes accompanying
endospore formation and germination is presented in
Table 1. During the stage of germination, the dormant
state of the spore is irreversibly terminated. When
spores germinate they lose their characteristic resis-
tance to heat, radiation, chemicals, and other
stresses. Germination is initiated by several agents..
They include nutrients (e.g., amino acids and sug-
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TABLE 1. Sequence of major changes accompanying endospore formation and germination

Spore formation
(timescale commonly 8 h)

Spore germination
(timescale commonly 5 min)

Addition of germinants
Heat resistance lost

Chromatin filament formed

Spore protease excreted

Forespore septum formed

Forespore protoplast engulfed

Heat resistant catalase formed
Peptidoglycan cortex synthesized
Spore becomes refractile

Dipicolinic acid synthesized

Calcium taken up

Proteinaceous spore coats assembled
Resistance to organic solvents acquired
Resistance to heat acquired

Mother cell lyses to release mature spore

Calcium and dipicolinic acid excreted

Temporary rise in resistance to ultraviolet

irradiation

Refractility loss observable by phase
contrast microscopy

Resistance to stains lost

Release of fragments of hydrolysed
peptidoglycan

Fall in éxtinction of spore suspensions

Onset of metabolism

ars), nonnulrient germinants (e.g., metal ions, bicar-
bonate, and calcium dipicolinate), enzymes (e.g.,
lysozyme), and physical treatments (Adams, 1973;
Adams, 1974; Alderton et al., 1974). According to the
present author's experiment, Ca, vitamin mixtures, L-
alanine, puruvate and gliicose are appropriate agents
to promote germination (Shintani, 2006). Mg ion
does not successfully promote germination contrary
to reported results (Cazemier et al.,, 2001; Busta et
al., 1976).

2-3. Outgrowth

In this stage, the germinated spore is transformed
into the first vegetative cell. It is a metabolic step in-
volving the synthesis of RNA, proteins, DNA, and the
cell wall and membrane, which differentiate the spore
into a vegetative cell (Adams, 1978).

2-4. Growth

The stage involves metabolic growth which can be
observed as an increase in the number of vegetative
cells. The inhibition of the growth or the doubling
process will prevent detection of the organism.

3. Spore injury

Injury is defined as damage incurred during expo-
sure to sublethal environmental stresses. Injury may
cause a longer lag period, increased sensitivity or de-
creased tolerance to a variety of chemical agents and
the inability to multiply until repair of the injury has
been attained. Repair is characterized as a return to
normality and is defined as the correction of the in-
jury-mediated damage and the process involved
therein.

One major difference between bacterial spores and
vegetative cells is the high resistance of the spore to
environmental stresses. Several types of injury have

been reported for bacterial spores (Adams, 1978).
Spore injury is more complex than injury to vegetative
cells (Hurst, 1984b) because any of the several
steps in the spore cycle can be independently af-
fected (Fig. 1). The injury and repair mechanisms of
bacterial spores are different from those of vegetative
cells due to the dormant and resistant state of spores.
Several stages are involved in the transformation ofa
spore into a vegetative cell, and there is the possibil-
ity that a spore is defective in nature during
sporulation (Gould, 1984). Some treatments may in-
jure spores by mechanisms different from those in-
volved in the injury to the vegetative cells. Treatments
such as freezing and drying, which injure vegetative
cells, are not usually implicated in the injury of
spores. The physical treatments involved in damage
to bacterial spores include heating, fonizing and UV
radiation, and hydrostatic pressure. Chemical injury
to spores occurs due to changes in the pH, ion ex-
change treatments, and disinfectants -such as
hypochlorite, phenol, hydrogen peroxide, peracetic
acid, and ethylene oxide. Enzymatic treatments can
cause spore characteristics and spore coat perme-
ability is altered with lysozyme and hydrolytic en-
zymes. Metabolic factors may be active during
sporulation and include the lack of important nutrients
and altered levels of divalent cations of Ca, Mg, Mn
and so on. Injury towards bacterial spores is ex-
pressed in various forms. There is a need for
nonnutrient germination stimulants by the injured
spores, modified optimum incubation temperatures
for the enumeration of survivors, an increased sensi-
tivity of the survivors to inhibitors and selective
agents, and altered nutritional requirements by the
survivors (Adams, 1978). Other factors required for
recovery includes changes in pH, the oxidation-
reduction potential, the recovery medium, the
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incubation period and so on.

3-1. Injury by heating

Elevated temperatures may cause stress and injure
bacterial spores (Foegeding and Busta, 1981; Gould,
1984) . Bactetial spore injury by heating has been ob-
served in the temperature range of 50 to 170°C and
on spores of both aerobic and anaerobic bacteria
(Adamas, 1978). Heat-injured spores are unable to
grow under conditions that are optimal for unheated
spores. They exhibit sensitivities to antibiotics and
curing agents, such as sodium chloride (Briggs and
Yazdany, 1970), fastidious growth requirements, the
need for nonessential agents, such as starch, acti-
vated charcoal, lysozyme, and other lytic enzymes,
altered incubation temperature and an extended lag
phase (Gould, 1984).

3.2. Radiation injury by ionizing and UV irradia-
tion

Spore injury caused by irradiation has been re-
ported (Farkas et al., 1995: Foegeding and Busta,
1981). It is an interesting phenomenon that spores in-
jured by irradiation can generally initiate germination
at rates even faster than those of unirradiated con-
trols. This appears different from the injury caused by
heat, which is expressed as damage to germination
(Gould, 1984). An explanation for this is that irradia-
tion damages spore DNA that is not needed for the
initiation of germination. From this, irradiation injury is
usually expressed during outgrowth (Rowley et al.,
1983).

The significant difference between UV and gamma-
ray irradiation is that the former involves base dimer
formation (e.g., thymine-thymine, thymine-cytosine,
cytosine-cytosine mostly pyrimidine dimers) leading
to messenger disorder while the latter consists mainly
disruption of single strand or double strand of DNA. In
both cases, disorder of DNA messenger 10 produce
proteins has occurred and dinfection can be evalu-
ated from the death or survival of targeted microor-
ganisms. '

3-3. Injury by several sorts of chemicals

Several chemicals used in disinfection and/or ster-
ilization can injure bacterial spores, especially
through their action on spore coats (Gould, 1984).
Spores with damaged spore coats are more sensitive
than intact organisms to chemicals. Bacterial spore
injury through the action of chemicals has been re-
ported with adverse pH conditions (Gould, 1984),
ethylene oxide (Futter and Richardson, 19702, b,
Davis et al., 1978), hydrogen peroxide (Wallen and
Walker, 1979), hypochlorite” (Foegeding and Busta,

1983a,b), alcohols (Craven and Blankenship, 1985)
and/or nitrite (Gould, 1984).

Hypochlorite injures bacterial spores such as
Clostridium  botulinum (C. botulinum) (Foegeding
and Busta, 1983a, b). Hydrogen peroxide has injured
spores of Bacillus atroaeus (B. atrophaeus) (Wallen
and Walker, 1979), B. cereus and C. sporogenes
(Neal and Walker, 1977). Ethylene oxide injures bac-
terial spores (Roberts, 1970). They are, for example,
C. perfringens (Futter and Richardson, 1970a,b), B.
subtilis, and Geobacillus stearothermophilus  (G.
stearothermophilus) (Davis et al., 1978). Alcohol
treatment can reduce the activation of C. perfringens
spore, and higher levels injure them. Ozone has been
reported as an effective sporicide, especially at low
pH and higher humidity at more than 90% (Sakurai et
al., 2003). The removal of spore coat proteins in
Bacillus and Clostridium spores enhanced their inacti-
vation by ozone (Foegeding, 1985). Spores lacking
intact coats were significantly more sensitive to inac-
tivation by chlorine dioxide than strains with intact
spore coats (Foegeding et al, 1086). Copper in-
creases spore sensitivity to hydrogen peroxide
(Bayliss and Waites, 1976; Waites et al., 1979).

3-4. Injury by combination

The phenomenon of combined chemical and/or
physical treatments causing bacterial spore injury is
reported by Waites and Bayliss (1984). Combination
effects have also been observed between gamma-
irradiation and heating. Irradiation reduced heat resis-
tance (Gomez et al., 1980) and preheating reduced
radiation resistance (Ma and Maxcy, 1981). The
presence of free radical producing compounds (e.g.,
iodide, iodate, or iodoacetate) during radiation treat-
ment results in strong synergistic effects expressed
as the inhibition of spore germination. This is thought
to be due to inactivation by the free radicals of spore
proteins or enzymes involved in germination (Gould,
1084: Waites et al., 1979). Irradiated spores are more
sensitive to subsequent heat treatment than
unirradiated spores. The increased heat sensitivity
was not observed when the spores were heated in
the presence of sucrose of glycerol (Foegeding and
Busta, 1981; Gomez et al., 1980). One reason is that
sucrose or glycerol served as a radical scavenger
with their OH functional groups and another is the
damage of an osmoregulatory mechanism of
rehydration involved in the development of heat sen-
sitivity in irradiated spores. Spore damage is greater
in the presence of both heat and chemical treatments
and either one of these treatments ‘can:be used to
sensitize the spores to the other:(Wal
1984). The pretreatmen jores




peroxide and/or peracetic acid makes them more
susceptible to damage by heat. Heated spores are
more sensitive to inhibition by chemicals such as ny-
drogen peroxide or glutaraldehyde.

4. Injury during outgrowth

The outgrowth stage of spore formers may also in-
volve injury by several sorts of sterilization treat-
ments. Shifts in optimal temperatures to lower levels
for the recovery of heated spores have been sug-
gested as favoring outgrowth because germination
can occur in a wider temperature range (Prentice and
Clegg, 1974, Busta, 1967). Injury during outgrowth
may involve any of several structures and metabolic
pathways (Adams, 1978). Injury may involve damage
to the spore membrane, DNA or other vital compo-
nents and structures of the cell. After injury, the
spores were germinated with lysozyme but they re-
tained their injury because they continued to be sen-
sitive to chemicals. The results suggested that injury
had occurred in the outgrowth stage of the life cycle
of spore formers.

5. Vegetative cell injury

The injury of spores is practically more important
than that of vegetative cells, because spores are
more tolerant to sterilization procedures. Research is
needed on the sporulation of injured cells to deter-
mine any inherent changes in the resulting spores
that may influence subsequent destruction, injury,
and repair processes (Hurst, 1984b). The injury of
vegetative cells may be expressed as sensitivity to
several sorts of chemicals, modified metabolic activ-
ity, and leakage of intracellular material (Tsuchido,
2003).

Electron microscopic observations have indicated
holes and fractures in the membranes of heated B.
cereus cell (Hurst, 1977). The disappearance of ribo-
some and the coagulation of cytoplasmic protein
were also observed. Studies with B. subtilis and B.
cereus have indicated reversible damage 1o cell
membranes, DNA, and RNA.

6. Factors causing injury

The factors affecting bacterial spore destruction
can also affect injury (Foegeding and Busta, 1981).
The conditions influencing resistance to stress, injury,
mechanisms of injury, and repair vary with the gen-
era, species, and strains of spore formers. Spore of
B. subtilis is less resistant to irradiation injury than
that of C. botulinum. It is interesting that the mecha-
nism of DNA damage by heat was different for the
spore and vegetative cell of B. subtilis (Uchida and
Kadota' 1979). Cells in the log phase are more
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susceptible to injury than spores or cells in the sta-
tionary phase (Mackey, 1984 Mossel and van
Betten, 1984; Manas and Mackey, 2004). Important
properties of the substrate inciude the water content,
the concentration and type of ions and pH, the oxida-
tion-reduction potential, the gas atmosphere, the
presence of protective agents, and contamination
with other microorganisms. Handling, storage, and
treatment of the injured spore suspension after expo-
sure to stress will also affect recovery. Important con-
siderations include the recovery enriched media, the
germinants, the nutrients, the selective agents, the
antimetabolites, the oxidation-reduction potential, the
gas atmosphere, the pH, the water activity, the incu-
bation temperature, and the prolonged cultivation pe-
riod (Foegeding and Busta, 1981).

Thermally injured spores have demonstrated sensi-
tivities to sodium chloride (Briggs and Yazdany,
1970) and other curing salts (ie., sodium nitrate or
sodium nitrite), antibiotics, other chemical inhibitors,
certain culture media, varying lots of culture media,
the pH of the recovery medium, the oxidation-
reduction potential, and the gas atmosphere during
recovery. In addition, thermally injured spores have
demonstrated delayed germination, a sensitivity of
the germination process 1o media components, the
need for a modified incubation temperature, and the
need for a longer incubation period for optimum col-
ony formation (Hurst, 1084a; Adams, 1978;
Foegeding and Busta, 1981). The spore injury by irra-
diation has led to a sensitivity to sodium chloride and
other components, pH, certain gas atmospheres, dilu-
tion and incubation temperature, and a requirement
for a longer incubation period for recovery
(Foegeding and Busta, 1981). Spores injured by
chemicals are sensitive to pH, gas atmosphere, sorts
of media, and incubation temperature. In that mean-
ing, to attain successful and reproducible sterilization
validation, these factors must be seriously studied
and a scientific rationale attained to avoid falsified
validation results.

Recovery has been improved with lysozyme, high
L-alanine levels, lactate, and malate, which improved
germination with ferrous sulfate (FeS0,), manganous
sulfate (MnSO.), yeast extract, glucose, and vitamin-
free casamino acids, and with a longer incubation pe-
riod (Foegeding and Busta, 1981, Shintani, 2006).

7. Sites and mechanisms of spore injury and re-
pair

Sites and mechanisms of spore injury are pre-
sented in Table 2 (Waites and Baylis, 1984). Sites
and mechanisms of spore injury by heat include as
follows: damage to germination systems, the loss of
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TABLE 2. Site of bacterial spore injury by combined treatment

Site of injury Treatments
Coat Heat + chiorine
Heat + hydrogen peroxide
Glutaraldehyde + formaldehyde
Membrane Heat -+ neomycin and polymyxin
Glutaraldehyde + formaldehyde
Cortex Heat + hydrostatic pressure
Heat + irradiation (v)
Heat + chlorine
Heat + hydrogen peroxide
Heat + Cu**
Irradiation (¢ )+ hydrostatic pressure
Ultrasonic waves + glutaraldehyde
Exosporium Ultrasonic waves + hydrogen peroxide
Proteases Heat + Cu**
Calcium removal Glutaraldehyde + ionizing cation
DNA Heat -+ irradiation (y)

Heat + hydrogen peroxide

Heat + ethidium bromide

Irradiation (¥ )+ hydrostatic pressure
irradiation (UV) + hydrogen peroxide

Cited from Waites and Baylis (19§4), pp.223

cortex lytic activity through enzyme inactivation or in-
activation of the mechanism involved in enzyme re-
lease, damage to the spore membrane (plasma or
cortical) structures related to the need for suitable
osmolarity or water activity during recovery, and dam-
age to DNA.

Thermal injury does not cause single-strand DNA
breaks. Chemical injury has been associated with the
inactivation or alteration of spore-germination sys-
tems, while injury by irradiation is almost associated
with single-strand or double-strand DNA breaks. This
means depending on the sort of sterilization proce-
dure, sites of injury differ, which means recovery
mechanisms also differ.

7-1. Damage to germination enzymes

The germination of bacterial spores may be inacti-
vated or altered by heat and chemical treatments
(Hurst, 1984a; Gould, 1984). Damage to germination
systems by heat has often been characterized by a
need for specific germinants or enzymes in the me-
dium (Foegeding and Busta, 1981; Gould, 1984). For
example, Ca, glucose or alanine are considered as
germinants and thus inclusion of them into the culture
medium is indispensable to attain reproducible and
successful sterilization validation (Shintani, 2006;
Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki et al., 2000). Damage to
the germination system has been demonstrated with
the use of calcium dipicolinate (Edwards et al,
1965a,b), lactate (Foegeding and Busta, 1983a);

lysozyme (Busta and Adams, 1972; Adams and

Busta, 1972; Barach et al, 1974; Adams, 1974;
Duncan et al.,, 1972; Alderton et al., 1974), and mix-
tures of amino acids (Uchida and Kadota, 1979;
Gurney and Quesnel, 1981; Gurney and Quesnel,
1980) and so on. As most chemicals that promote im-
proved recovery (e.g., lysozyme, other Iytic enzymes,
calcium dipicolinate, and amino acids) are involved in
promoting spore germination (Gould, 1984), it is
speculated that they act by helping the spores by-
pass the injured L-alanine germination system
(Gould, 1984).

The mechanism of injury to germination involves
the inactivation of Iytic enzyme systems, or the
mechanism that releases these lytic enzymes, which
are involved in degradation during germination
(Adams, 1978). This is supported by the effect of
lysozyme, other lytic enzymes, and dipicolinate in al-
lowing the injured spores to bypass the damage and
germinate. The inactivation of germination enzymes
has been supported by large losses of cortex lytic en-
zyme activity in thermally injured spores, and by ther-
modynamic values for the inactivation of the L-alanine
germination system.tha .with protein
denaturation (Adams:an 2).-Increased




cycle (Gurney and Quesnel, 1981, Gumey and
Quesnel, 1980). Treatment with chemical agents may
render the germination process sensitive 10
lysozyme, which enhances the germination of spores
(Hurst, 1977). One example is that the treatment with
alkali removes spore coat proteins and renders the
germination process sensitive to lysozyme. The other
example is that chlorine treatment also removes coat
proteins from spores (Wyatt and Waites, 1975).

In the mechanism of the injury to germination sys-
tems, Iytic enzymes, e.g., lysozyme, are speculated to
enhance germination by hydrolyzing the B ,1-4 link-
age of peptidoglycan in the spore cortex (Fig. 3),
which then permits the hydration of the core of the
spore (Gould, 1984). It may involve interference with
membrane function as indicated by the increased
sensitivity of heated spores (Flowers and Adams,
1976) to surface active agents including antibiotics
(Gould, 1984).

7-2. Damage to the spore membrane

The spore membrane and structure have been pro-
posed as the site of injury (Hurst, 1984a; Adams,
1978: Foegeding and Busta, 1981 Gould, 1984).
Even when lysozyme is needed to germinate injured
spores, the actual repair may be taking place during
the outgrowth stage. This could indicate that injury
might be associated not with a germination system,
but with the membrane (Foegeding and Busta, 1981;
Barach et al., 1974; Barach et al., 1975). Evidence to
support the membrane damage theory includes the
sensitivity of heated C. perfringens spore to several
antibiotics and chemicals with surface-active proper-
ties (Barach et al., 1974; Flowers and Adams, 1976).
Damaged membrane is also sensitive to sodium chlo-
ride, nitrate, nitrite, and fatty acids (Flowers and
Adams, 1976; Chumney and Adams, 1980). The lack
of repair during germination occurred when trans-
ferred in a medium supporting outgrowth (Barach et
al., 1974; Flowers and Adams, 1976) and at the com-
pletion of repair during outgrowth. It occurred even in
the presence of inhibitors of RNA, proteins, DNA, and
cell wall synthesis (Flowers and Adams, 1976;
Chumney and Adams, 1980). The injured spores
were osmotically fragile (Gomez et al., 1980). It was
observed by electron microscopy that in heat-treated
spores, the plasma membrane was separated from
the core of C. botulinum. From this it can be specu-
lated that heat causes damage to the plasma and cor-
tical membrane of the spore, which become the
vegetative cell membrane and cell wall, respectively
(Hurst, 1984a; Adams, 1978; Foegeding and Busta,
1981).

Significant changes in pH may also cause damage

INJURED MICROORGANISMS IN STERILIZATION 97A

associated with spore membranes (Gould, 1984).
Alkali treatment dissolves protein components in the
spore coat, which increases permeability and allows
lysozyme to act on the cortex peptidoglycan. This
also happens after treatments that rupture disulfide
honds (Gould, 1984). Milder alkali treatments in-
crease the sensitivity of spores to various germinants
(Vary, 1973) by improving access of the germinants
to receptor sites (Gould, 1984). The effect of alkali
treatment on spore coat permeability may also be re-
sponsible for the increased susceptibility of the
spores to disinfectants and other chemicals, some of
which (e.g., hypochlorite) also remove coat protein
(Gould, 1984). Reduced pH may activate spores and
enhance germination, while drastically low pH values
may induce dormancy (Gould, 1984; Vary, 1973).
High acidity is linked with the removal of cations, es-
pecially calcium, from the spores (Blocher and Busta,
1985; Rode and Foster, 1966), which may cause a
reversible injury of the germination mechanism
(Gould, 1984) because calcium is an indispensable
agent for spore germination (Shintani, 2006) . The ex-
change of cations caused by acid treatment also re-
duces the heat resistance of the spores (Alderton,
1964), which is also reduced by irradiation resistance
(Gomez, 1980). Reduced heat resistance catalyzed
by acid is reversed when the spores are reloaded
with cations (Gould, 1984). The mechanism for the
acid-catalyzed loss of heat resistance may be related
to changes in spore hydration caused by changes in
the ionic state of the spore cortex, which affects its
osmotic and contraction state (Gould, 1984,
Alderton, 1963). ~

7-3. Injury to DNA and RNA

Injury by irradiation or heat may also be due to
changes in the genetic materials of the cell, espe-
cially DNA (Hurst, 1984a; Adams, 1978; Foegeding
and Busta, 1981; Gould, 1984). Breaks in the single-
strand of the spore DNA have been identified in irradi-
ated spores (Grecz and Grice, 1978). The spore
DNA is more resistant to single- and double-strand
breaks than the DNA of vegetative cells. The ionizing
and UV-radiation resistances of DNA isolated from
cells and spores are similar. The increased resistance
of spore DNA appears to be due to either increased
structural integrity and/or its ability to repair single-
strand DNA breaks after the initiation of spore germi-
nation (Grecz and Grice, 1978).

The recovery of DNA appears to take place in dor-
mancy. The repair of DNA during dormancy is appar-
ently catalyzed by an enzyme which appears to be a
magnesium-dependent DNA ligase (Gould, 1984;
Durban et al., 1974). Spore injury by UV irradiation
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also involves DNA but it appears to be different from
the DNA breaks caused by ionizing radiation as men-
tioned in 3.2.

Damage of spore DNA by UV irradiation appears to
be different from that of vegetative cells. Spore dam-
age is thought to be due to changes in the configura-
tion of DNA (Gould, 1984). Injury and repair by
thermorestoration is speculated to occur at the site of
DNA (Tanooka, 1978). The synergistic effect of irra-
diation and heat treatments, which is expressed as an
increased heat sensitivity of pre-irradiated spores
(Gombas and Gomez, 1978), is probably due to the
increased fragmentation of spore DNA, and the inac-
tivation of DNA repair enzymes by heat (Gould,
1984). This indicated that spores treated only with ir-
radiation were active (Gould, 1984). The increased
heat sensitivity of preirradiated spores may be due o
damaged peptidoglycan in the spore cortex, which
can allow the hydration of the core and result in re-
duced heat resistance (Hurst, 1984a; Gould, 1984).
In addition to germination enzymes and membrane
damage, DNA has also been suggested as a target of
spore injury by heat (Hurst, 1984a; Adams, 1978;
Foegeding and Busta, 1881; Gould, 1984; Gombas,
1983).

Some of the more complex nutritional requirements
of heat-injured spores have been attributed to heat-
induced mutations (Adams, 1981). The need for
amino acid supplementation o induce the recovery of
heat-injured spores has suggested that heat may
damage spore DNA (Uchida and Kadota, 1979). The
alteration of amino acid metabolism or amino acid-
stimulated germination may be another effect of ther-
mal injury (Gould, 1984). Dry heat also caused
mutations which were expressed as reduced
sporutation (Gould, 1984). Chemical damage may
also occur on DNA and result in lower heat resistance
(Hanlin et al., 1981).

8. Repair of injured spores

Several papers have been published on this sub-
ject so far (Hurst, 1984a; Gould, 1984; Ray and
Adams, 1984; Waites and Baylis, 1984; Mossel and
van Netten, 1984; Mackey, 1984, Gilbert, 1984a,b;
Johnson and Busta, 1984). The role of medium con-
stituents in the recovery of injured spores has been
discussed (Blocher and Busta, 1982; Shintani, 20086;
Shintani et al,, 2000; Sasaki et al., 2000). They de-
scribed the effects of inhibitors on recovery and the
modified metabolic requirements of injured spores.
Their conclusion is the constituents to enrich the cul-
ture medium are required by injured microorganisms.
This means an enriched culture medium is more de-
sirable than the selective medium to avoid falsified

results in a sterilization validation study.

Injury was initially recognized in terms of cultural in-
adequacies observed in microorganisms exposed to
various stresses. Most of these inadequacies nsed to
be addressed before the organisms present any evi-
dence of vitality through cell division. Restoration to
the original undamaged condition is accomplished
through the process known as repair or recovery
(Busta, 1978). There is a need for the development
of standardized methods for the recovery and enu-
meration of both injured and uninjured spores
(Johnson and Busta, 1984). There are several com-
plex steps (i.e., activation, germination, outgrowth,
and growth) to be completed before the dormant
spores can grow and be enumerated (Fig. 1). The
same set of events should be completed for the de-
tection and enumeration of injured spores.

The culture media and envircnmental conditions
employed should support these events, for appropri-
ate spore recovery. Injured spores may require modi-
fied conditions for their recovery and enumeration
compared with uninjured entities. The sublethal dam-
age of spores results in various sensitivities and addi-
tional requirements for the injured spores to repair
their injury and grow. Factors to be considered in-
clude sensitivity to activation treatments, germinants,
selective agents, chemical additives, other inhibitors,
oxidation-reduction potential, pH, water adtivity,
osmolarity, nutritional requirements, and incubation
requirements including gas atmosphere, temperature,
and incubation period.

The repair and recovery of injured cells usually re-
quires richer culture media, the removal of inhibitors,
and optimum incubation conditions, including pH,
relatively lower temperatures for cultivation, and an
extended incubation period. The influence of these '
factors in specific situations appears to be dependent
on the type of microorganism, the nature of the
stress, and the type and extent of injury (Johnson
and Busta, 1984). An activation treatment usually
consists of heating at 80°C for 10 min, but specific re-
quirements may vary with the strain, the injury, the
suspending medium, and the recovery medium
(Johnson and Busta, 1984). Somie specific factors to
be monitored during recovery are the condition of the
population before its exposure to stress, handling and
storage of the sample before enumeration, the com-
position of the recovery medium (e.g., the type of me-
dium, nutrients, and inhibitors), the dilution

procedures and diluents, the mode of inoculation, the
enumeration procedure (e.g., plating or MPN), and
the conditions of incubation (Mossel and van Netten,
1984). The recovery requirements may be different
with the type and extent of injury, the species, strains,




and individual spore suspensions (e.g., the condi-
tions of sporulation and handling before and after ex-
posure to stress), storage and handling after
exposure to stress and before recovery, and the con-
ditions of recovery. Research on specific recovery
media and constituents for injured spores is limited
and not systematic (Table 3). The responses may be
different with varying strains and the types of injury
(Blocher and Busta, 1982, Farkas and Roberts,
1982) Thus, specific media may be appropriate for
recovery under certain conditions, and different indi-
vidual components may be needed for enumeration
under different conditions of injury. Variations in me-
dia, their constituents, purity, and storage period may
be influential in the repair of injured spores. Media
components that may enhance recovery under cer-
tain conditions include potential nutrients such as
sugars, yeast extract, glucose, and amino acids,
absorbants such as starch, reducing agents such as
thioglycollate and cysteine, lysozyme and egg yolk,
bicarbonate, cultural filtrates and divalent cations
(Blocher and Busta, 1982). In addition to the media
and their constituents, the appropriate pH, gas atmos-
phere, oxidation-reduction potential, incubation tem-
perature, and incubation period should be selected
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for the individual strains to recover from specific
types of injury.

Injured spore formers have significant sensitivity to
sodium chloride (Feehery et al., 1987), nitrate and ni-
trite (Chumney and Adams, 1980), surface-active
agents including antibiotics (Chumney and Adams,
1980), pH (Feehery et al., 1987), water activity and
osmolarity (Mattick et al., 2001), gas atmosphere
(Feehery et al., 1987), culture media, media brand
and their lots (Pflug et al.,, 1979; Pflug et al., 1981;
Sasaki et al., 2000; Shintani and Akers, 2000;
Shintani et al., 2000), and incubation temperature
and period (Feehery et al., 1987; Shintani et al,
2000). The type and extent of these sensitivities vary
with the species and the type of injury.

Irradiation-injured spores in general were less af-
fected by pH than by heat-damaged spores (Futter
and Richardson, 1970). It was indicated that only two
modifications have been recommended widely and
adopted in the specific detection of injured and unin-
jured spores (Ray and Adams, 1984). They include
the use of starch as a binder of potential inhibitors in
the recovery medium and extension of the incubation
period for the detection of survivors. Other potential
requirements and modifications for injured spore

TABLE 3. Effect of added agents to culture media on the recovery of injured bacterial spores

Ingredients

Clostridium

Bacillus

Nutrients
Glucose 0,+
Fructose
Sucrose 0
Galactose
Maltose
Egg yolk
Yeast extract
Casamino acids
Lactate

Absorbants
Starch 0,+
Charcoal +
Serum albumin +

Reducing agents
Thioglycollate -+
Cysteine +

Cations
Magnesium
Calcium
Iron

Others
Bicarbonate
Lysozyme
Cultural filtrates

+ o+

+

+ 4+ +

o
+

+++ ©0© + + +O 4O+ ++
+

(@]

0: No effect, —: Reduced recovery, +: Increased recovery
Cited from Blocker, J.C. and Busta, F. F. (1982).




culiure medium’ used to detect. injure spore
influence their recovery.-(Johnson and
US| 4: Pflug et al., 1979; Wallen and Walker,
979;Shintani et al, 2000; Sasaki et al, 2000;
Shintani-and Akers, 2000; Shintani, 2006). Several
media have been used for the recovery of injured
spores (Table 4). The recovery of B. pumilus spores
injured by UV irradiation was greater in double-
strength soybean casein digest broth (SCDB) thanin
soybean casein digest agar (SCDA) (Abshire et al.,
1980). Heat-injured C. sporogenes P.A. 3679 spore
recovered better in Anderson's pork-pea infusion than
in trypticase peptone agar, yeast extract agar, pork
infusion agar, and T-Best agar (Polvino and Bernard,
1982). This suggested that recovery differed when
medium differed and additionally suggested that the
pour-plate procedure was not adequate for the recov-
ery of heat-stressed spores. The repair rate of C.
_perfringens was much higher in trypticase yeast ex-
tract broth than in 0.1% peptone (Traci and Duncan,

Of,;héa’t-stressed C. perfringens
ette on@tryptone-sulﬁte-cycloserine me-

“dium  without” egg yolk - than on sulfite-polymyxin-

sulfadiazine: medium - (Orth, 1977). More heat-
stressed C. sporogenes recovered on modified P.A.
3679 agar than on yeast extract agar and peptone
trypticase agar (Grischy et al., 1983). Treatment of B.
megaterium with chlorhexidine resulted in a sensitiv-
ity to potassium chloride during recovery in SCDA,
but recovered in SCDB (Nadir and Gilbert, 1982).
Recovery is influenced not only by the kind and con-
stituents of the culture medium, but also by the condi-
tion of the medium (Pflug et al., 1981; Pflug et al.,
1979), the quality of the constituents (Johnson and
Busta, 1984; Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki et al,
2000), and the brand and the lot of the medium
(Pflug et al., 1981; Pflug et al,, 1979; Shintani et al,,
2000: Sasaki et al., 2000). Different lots of soybean
casein digest, even from the same manufacturer, re-
sulted in different rates of recovery of heated G.
stearothermophilus spores (Pflug et al, 1981;
Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki et al., 2000; Shintani and
Akers, 2000; Shintani, 2006). This lot to lot variation

TABLE 4. Culture media used for the recovery of injured spore formers

Treatment Organism

Medium

Heat Clostridium sporogenes

C. botulinum

C. perfringens

Bacillus cereus
B. stearothermophilus

B. subtilis

. Desulfotornaculum niginficans
Irradiation C. sporogenes
C, botulinum

B. pumilus (UV)

Ethylene oxide B. subtilis
Hydrogden B. subtilis
peroxide

Yeast extract starch bicarbonate agar
Yesair's pork infusion-+thioglycollate
Pork-pea agar

Pork-pea or beef infusion extract
Thioglycollate milk+bicarbonate

Beef infusion or yeast extract agar
Anderson's pork-pea infusion
Modified P.A. 3679 agar

Yesair's pork infusion+starch

Yeast extract starch bicarbonate agar
Yeast extract agar
Tryptone-sulfite-cycloserine
Shahidi-Ferguson perfringens agar
Trypticase yeast extract broth
Sulfite-polymyxin-sulfadiazine medium
Mannitol egg yolk polymyxin
Antibiotic assay medium A

Eugon broth

Beef infusion

Columbia broth

Soytone-sulfite agar

Eugon agar cystine

Pork-pea infusion

Pork-pea infusion

Double-strength trypticase soy broth
Columbia broth

Yeast extract, glucose, casamino acid agar +
FeSOs+MnSO4

Cited from Blocher and Busta (1982).




and brand to brand variation may be due to the differ-
ences in the nutrient composition among the same
culture medium. New lots or brand of media and com-
ponents should be validated to avoid falsified sterili-
zation validation because consecutive success in
validation studies is indispensable (Johnson and
Busta, 1984; Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki et al., 2000;
Shintani and Akers, 2000). In that meaning equiva-
lency between the old culture medium and the new
culture medium must be confirmed in sterilization vali-
dation studies (Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki et al.,
2000: Shintani, 2006).

8-2. Nutritional requirements

Injured spores have fastidious requirements and
may need nutrient supplementation in the recovery
medium (Mackey, 1984; Shintani et al., 2000; Sasaki
et al). Nutritional requirements vary with species and
strains of microorganisms and are variable with re-
spect to the injured state (Johnson and Busta, 1984).
The recovery of heated Bacillus spores was improved
when glucose or blood was added to the nutrient agar
(Johnson and Busta, 1084). Several compounds
(yeast extract, liver extract, glucose, fructose,
mannose, galactose, SUCIOSE, maltose, soluble
starch, pyruvate, glycerol phosphate, amines, amino
acids, vitamins and divalent cations) increased the
recovery and apparent heat resistance of B.- subtilis
spore (Johnson and Busta, 1984). Other compounds
(xylose, arabinose, trehalose, lactose, glycerol,
mannitol, glycogen, lactate, acetate, and succinate)
did not significantly improve the recovery of injured 5.
subtilis spore (Johnson and Busta, 1984).

Several individual and some combinations of amino
acids (glycine, alanine, homoserine, threonine, valine,
glutamine, arginine, isoleucine, aspartic acid, and
methionine) also improved the recovery of injured B
subtilis spore (Johnson and Busta, 1984). The recov-
ery of hydrogen peroxide-damaged B. atrophaeus
spore was improved with yeast extract, glucose, and
casamino acids (Johnson and Busta, 1984; Wallen
and Walker, 1979). In every case of injury, addition of
glucose, pyruvate, alanine and divalent cations (Ca
and Mg) will cause significant recovery (Shintani,
2006).

8-3. Germinants

Useful agents to initiate germination are lysozyme,
egg yolk emulsion, initiation protein, and calcium
dipicolinate. Among them, lysozyme is the most com-
mon additive that has improved the recovery of heat-
injured C. perfringens (Barach et al., 1974) and C.
potulinum spores (Alderton et al., 1974). An initiation
protein produced by C. perfringens has also
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increased the heat resistance (Duncan et al., 1972).
An initiation factor was also detected during the
growth of G. stearothermophilus in certain media, and
promoted the recovery of thermally injured G.
stearothermophilus spore (Labbe, 1979). This factor
appeared to be influential on outgrowth.

Calcium dipicolinate has also improved recovery,
and increased the heat resistance of B. sublilis
spores (Busta and Adams, 1972).

8-4. Detoxifying agents

The stressed microorganisms indicate the in-
creased sensitivity to several inhibitors. Traces of in-
hibitory agents (e.g., unsaturated fatty acids such as
linoleic acid and linolenic acid) which may be present
in the culture media are speculated to be absorbed
and neutralized through the addition of starch, acti-
vated charcoal, and serum albumin to the medium.
Increased recovery with the inclusion of such com-
pounds in the medium has been recognized with vari-
ous spore formers (Labbe, 1979; Labbe and Change,
1995). Another study has reported no improved re-
covery with starch in the culture medium (Blocher
and Busta, 1982). The speculated discrepancy be-
tween the results is due to the presence of inhibitors
not absorbed by starch, or the presence of inhibitor
concentrations higher than those absorbed by starch
(Blocher and Busta, 1982).

8-5. Inhibitors

Damaged spores are sensitive to several agents,
such as antibiotics and surface-active agents (e.g.,
sodium laury! sulfate, sodium deoxycholate, and qua-
ternary ammonium compounds), chloride, nitrite, ni-
trate, acids, alkali, unsaturated fatty acids, and so on
(Barach et al., 1974; Flowers and Adams, 1976;
Chumney and Adams, 1980; Tsuchido et al, 1983;
Tsuchido et al., 1987). Injured vegetative cells pre-
sented a reduced recovery in media with selective
agents.

However undamaged cells were perfectly tolerated
and were not influenced the recovery rate. The recov-
ery substrate should be applied to support the recov-
ery of injured organisms (Blocher and Busta, 1982).

Modifications may include adjustments in pH, the
removal of inhibitory agents, the use of different se-
lective agents, or the use of chemicals that will sup-
port recovery (Blocher and Busta, 1982). These
modifications will depend on the microbial strains and
the type of injury (Gould, 1984). Injured spores are
often sensitive to pH variations in the recovery me-
dium (Futter and Richardson, 1970a). Heat-injured
spores in general recovered optimally at a neutral pH
(Cook and Brown, 1965; Yokoya and York, 1965). In
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addition to heat-injured spores, spores damaged by:

irradiation are more sensitive to the pH of the recov-
ery medium than undamaged spores (Farkas and
Andrassy, 1985). Other chemicals that improve spore
recovery include sucrose and glycerol (Busta, 1978),
bicarbonate (Odlaug and Pflug, 1977), and
thioglycollate (Odlaug and Pflug, 1977). Several
cations, such as iron, magnesium, copper, calcium,
and manganese can improve recovery by enhancing
germination or cell growth (Busta, 1967). Sucrose
and glycerol are considered to be radical scavengers.

8-6. Oxidation-reduction potential (Eh)

The oxidation-reduction potential of the medium
and the gaseous conditions can be influential on the
recovery of normal as well as damaged anaerobic
spore formers. (Shoesmith and Worsley, 1984).

Anaérobe spore of C. perfringens damaged by heat
recovered best in a pure nitrogen or in hydrogen at-
mosphere than in one in which they are mixed.
Irradiated spores, however, recovered better under
nitrogen than hydrogen or their mixture. Spores dam-
aged by ethylene oxide gas also preferred nitrogen in
their recovery environment (Futter and Richardson,
1970b). These phenomena indicate that the recovery
of the damaged spores differs depending on the sort
of sterilization procedures.

The environments of carbon dioxide are known to
enhance the germination and growth of Clostridium
spp (Foegeding and Busta, 1983c). Hydrogen, in
combination with carbon dioxide or nitrogen, how-
ever, did not alter germination, compared with a car-
bon dioxide or nitrogen atmosphere (Foegeding and
Busta, 1983). Carbon dioxide levels at atmospheric
pressure inhibited the germination of the aerobe 5.
cereus, but enhanced the germination of clostridia.
Increased carbon dioxide levels under high pressure
caused the complete inhibition of clostridial spore
germination (Enfors and Molin, 1978). Although the
type of gas atmosphere is important in the recovery
of anaerobes, the oxidation-reduction potential of the
substrate has been more important than the gas com-
position of-the environment (Johnson and Busta,
1984). Improved recovery with sodium thioglycollate
has been attributed to its reducing properties.

Reducing agents including thioglycollate may be in-
hibitory, depending on the type, the concentration,
the strain, and the exposure time (Shoesmith and
Worsley, 1984). Thus, the use of cysteine as a supe-
rior reducing agent, which is noninhibitory to clos-
tridia, has been recommended (Shoesmith and
Worsley, 1984).

8-7. Incubation temperature

The most appropriate and optimum incubation tem-
perature varies for the enumeration of various spe-
cies and types of spore formers.. The optimum
temperature for injured spores is in general different
than for uninjured spores. This has been observed
with heat-injured spores, which often require lower or
more restrictive temperature ranges for optimal re-
covery (Adams, 1978; Futter and Richardson, 1970a;
Shintani, 2008). The lower or more restrictive tem-
perature range for better recovery of injured spores
may be influential either on germination (Adams,
1978) or on outgrowth (Prentice, 1974). This phe-
nomenon has been observed with a variety of heat
treatments, heating substrates, and recovery media.

The species of spore formers that have required a
lower or more restricted incubation temperature
range include B. subtilis (Prentice and Clegg, 1974,
Shintani, 2008), G. stearothermophilus (Cook and
Gilbert, 1968; Shintani, 2008), C. perfringens (Futter
and Richardson, 1970a), and C. botulinum (Odlaug
and Pflug, 1977). Spore of B. subtilis type heat-
injured at ultra-high temperature recovered more ef-

fectively at relatively lower temperature than at an

optimum temperature of 45°C for uninjured spores
(Edwards et al., 1965b; Shintani, 2006). Heated
spore of B. sublilis also recovered better at 30°C,
while uninjured spores were enumerated equally well
at temperatures in the range 15 to 50°C (Prentice and
Clegg, 1974). Maximum counts for heated G
stearothermophilus spore were obtained at 45 to 50
°C, compared with at 50 to 65°C for unheated spores
(Cook and Gilbert, 1968; Shintani, 2006). The maxi-
mum enumeration of heated C. perfringens spore was
achieved at 26°C (Futter and Richardson, 1970a)
compared with 34°C for the control. Injured spore of
C. botulinum recovered best at 25°C compared with
at 31 to 37°C for uninjured control (Adams, 1978).

Changes in the optimal incubation temperature
have also been observed with irradiation-treated
spores. Unirradiated spore of C. botulinum 62A was
well enumerated at 45°C, while the detection of irradi-
ated spore showed a maximum enumeration at 35°C
(Chowdhury et al., 1976).

8-8. incubation period

Injured spore formers exhibit a longer lag phase
during recovery than uninjured spore formers. The
period of lag phase can be as short as a few hours or
as long as several months. Thus, the incubation pe-
riod should be adjusted for .optimum recovery
(Blocher and Busta, 1982 Mosseljand van Netten,
1984). PN s

Delayed germmaﬂon an (
may result in the underestimation of heat resistance if




the incubation period has not been prolonged (Lynt
et al,, 1983). Longer incubation period has been re-
quired for heat, irradiation, and chemically injured
spores (Futter and Richardson, 1970a; Chowdhury et
al., 1976; Wallen and Walker, 1979; Neal and Walker,
1979). In some instances, repair may be accom-
plished during storage at refrigeration temperature
(Edwards et al., 1965b). The incubation period may
also be shortened by the addition of certain ingredi-
ents (e.g., yeast extract, glucose, pyruvate, alanine
and so on) in the recovery medium (Wallen and
walker, 1979).

9. Conclusion

The presence of injured microorganisms in health
care products and foods may cause any hazardous
problems. It is necessary to diminish totally the in-
jured and uninjured microorganisms to attain suc-
cessful sterilization validation. Otherwise, - faulty
results may be attained in terms of sterilization valida-
tion. The phenomenon of superdormant spores
(Gould et al., 1968) and their relationship to injury
needs additional validation research.

The relationship of tailing in survivor curves relative
to spore injury also needs evaluation (Ababouch et
al., 1987; Ababouch et al., 1987, 1995). Preservation
with combination of physical (e.g., heat) and chemi-
cal (e.g., sodium chloride, nitrite or sorbate) treat-
ments may lead to spoiled or toxic products after a
longer period of time than that for control treatment.
It must be clarified whether this delay could involve
some type of injury and repair process. Although heat
injury has been studied more extensively than injury
by other treatments, there is a need for additional
work on injury caused not only by heating, but also by
other sterilization processes, less well-investigated
injuries, such as those caused by radiation, chemi-
cals, drying, or cold temperature.

Future research should clarify the following mat-
ters. Why is injury expressed in various ways among
species, strains, and processing treatments? Why
does the same treatment sometimes result in injury
that is expressed differently in various species or
even within the same strain? Can knowledge on the
repair requirements for some species be applicable
to other species under similar conditions of injury?
What is the extent and importance of injury in real
healthcare product fabrication systems? Studies
should be designed to clarify and to answer these
and other pertinent guestions. If such guestions can
be successfully addressed in the future, then guide-
lines and standardized procedures could be formu-
lated for the recovery and enumeration of both normal
and injured spore formers in culture media, as well as
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in complicated healthcare product fabrication sys-
tems.
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