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Allergic contact dermatitis to titanium in a pacemaker
S Fresman

A 40-year-old woman had a pacemakier insericd in the abdomen
at age 16 years for congerital heart block. Over 2 period of
24 years she had had a total of five pacemakers inserted, fourin
her chest She was seen by a dermatologist (SF) who noked an
area of erosion and erythema on the left upper chest overlying
the pacemaker. The reschon had previously been diagnosed as
an infection and treated ursuccessfully with antibiotics. She was
then patch tested with 10% and 50% titanium dioxide in soft
white pacafiin. She had positive paich tests to 10% and 0%
titanium dioxide. Ten controls were paich tested with 10% and
0% Htanium dioxide but were negative. A diagnosis of allergy
o titanium in the pacemakers was made. The pacemaker was
replaced with a gold pacemaker (supplied by Medtronics) and
there was no recurrence of the dermatitis overlying the pace-
maker. Allergy to titanium is rare and there are few previous
well-documented reports. However the fact that this allergy is
possible is important, since titarium is being increasing used in
such prodeicts as surscreen agents, cosmetic creams, orthodon-
tic wires and many prostheses, including artificial hips.
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