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Guideline on the Non-Clinical Safety Evaluation of Anticancer Drugs (Draft, 6"
Edition)

1. Introduction

1.1 Background

For the test methods of non-clinical safety studies required for applications for approval
to manufacture (import) drugs, various guidelines for test methods including
“Guidelines for Toxicity Studies of Drugs” (Notification No. 24 of the First Evaluation
and Registration Division, PAB dated September 11, 1989) (hereinafter referred to as
“Guidelines for Toxicity Studies”) have been published, and for the timing of
non-clinical studies, “Non-clinical Safety Studies for the Conduct of Human Clinical
Trials for Pharmaceuticals” (Notification No. 1019 of the Evaluation and Licensing
Division of PMSB dated November 13, 1998) (hereinafter referred to as “M3
Guideline”) specifies the timing. A wide variety of anticancer drugs have been
developed, including those that directly or indirectly act on the cells causing cell death,
primarily having what is called cytotoxicity, those that selectively block molecules
involved in the signaling for cell growth in the new blood vessels required for
proliferation of malignancy, and those that are highly selective because of their
molecular-design as tumor-specific antibodies.  Since the existing non-clinical safety
studies may not adequately examine high dose exposure over the clinical dosage, or
because of animal species specificity to the target molecules, some animal species do
not respond to achieve the goal of the studies, and furthermore, the severity of indicated
disease, therapeutic dosage, and observed adverse reaction dose level may be close to
each other, and for the social responsibility for providing patients with such special and
effective agents sooner, non-clinical safety studies are currently assessed for the study
content and timing and conducted on a case-by-case basis. However, because there is
no basic concept, and because of these agents’ clinical particularity that they are
administered to patients from Phase I clinical trials, the study items and study contents
are inappropriate due to the varied concept of applicants, or the timing of study conduct
may be inappropriate, and thus studies are not always conducted correctly. Then,
aiming at more appropriate safety evaluation being conduced at appropriate time, as a
guide for basic concept of non-clinical safety studies on anticancer drugs, “the guideline
on non-clinical safety evaluation of anticancer drugs” (hereinafter referred to as “this
guideline”) was established. With respect to cytotoxic anticancer drugs, Office
Communication dated August 9, 2004 “Q&A for toxicity studies conducted for clinical

trails and approval applications for anticancer agents” was also published.
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1.2 Objectives

The objective of this guideline is to minimize the risk of patients and to promote the
development of anticancer drugs by presenting the basic concept of non-clinical safety
studies required prior to the initiation of Phase I clinical trials and approval applications
for anticancer drugs in Japan.

However, it 1s basically difficult to specify a uniformed concept for all anticancer drugs.
In addition, as the developmental stage of drugs advances, resulting in a great number
of findings, conduct of new additional studies may be required. Therefore, so long as
the results are beneficial to the clinical safety evaluation, the concept presented here is

not always to be observed.

1.3 Scope of the guideline

This guideline should be applied to non-clinical safety evaluation of anticancer drugs
developed for the purpose of inhibition of aggravation of and metastases from
malignant tumor lesions, or for the purpose of providing cancer patients with clinical
benefits such as prolonged life and symptom relief. However, since anticancer drugs
such as biotechnology-derived pharmaceuticals may have biological reactivity specific
to the nature of the products, taking “Preclinical Safety Evaluation of
Biotechnology-Derived Pharmaceuticals” (Notification No.326 of the Evaluation and
Licensing Division, PMSB dated February 22, 2000) fully into consideration,

appropriate studies are required for the safety evaluation.

2. Basic concept of non-clinical safety studies

2.1 General principles

The objectives of non-clinical safety evaluation are 1) establishment of a safe initial
dose level for the first human exposure, 2) clarification of the toxicological profile of a
drug, e.g., identification of the target organ, estimation of the safety margin, and
reversibility and 3) finding out the evaluation items for a clinical adverse reaction
monitoring. These should be resulted from the safety studies conducted in accordance
with the “Guidelines for Toxicity Studies” and “M3 Guideline”. However, because of
the particularity of development of anticancer drugs, most often the Phase I clinical
studies involve cancer patients, because the disease condition is progressive and fatal,
because the treatment dose levels often are close to the adverse effect dose levels, and
because of the severity of disease, more effective new drugs are desired to be supplied

to the patients sooner, the type and timing of safety studies of anticancer drugs may
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have a different pattern from those for other pharmaceuticals. This guideline specifies
the basic concept of the type and timing of safety studies in relation to the development
of anticancer drugs, but it is difficult to specify the uniform concept because of varied
action mechanism of drugs and a wide variety of indicated patient populations.
Therefore, instead of adhering to this guideline, based on the previously notified
“Guidelines for Toxicity Studies”, “Guidance on Genotoxicity Tests of
Pharmaceuticals” (Notification No.1604 of the Evaluation and Licensing Division,
PMSB dated November 1, 1999), “Guidance on Carcinogenicity Tests of
Pharmaceuticals” (Notification No. 1607 of the Evaluation and Licensing Division,
PMSB dated November 1, 1999), “Safety Pharmacology Studies for Human
Pharmaceuticals” (Notification No0.902 of the Evaluation and Licensing Division,
PMSB dated June 21, 2001), “Immunotoxicity Studies for Human Pharmaceuticals”
(Notification No.04180001 of the Evaluation and Licensing Division, PFSB dated April
18, 2006) and “M3 Guideline”, and at the same time in light of the particular situations
in which each anticancer drug developed to be used, individually deciding the type and
timing of safety studies from the scientific standpoint, the non-clinical safety should be
appropriately evaluated.

Although this guideline does not mention, toxicokinetics should be in compliance with
“Note for Guidance on Toxicokinetics: The Assessment of Systemic Exposure in
Toxicity Studies” (Notification No.443 of the Pharmaceuticals and Cosmetics Division,
PAB dated July 2, 1996).

2.2 Non-clinical safety studies involving cancer patients, required prior to the
initiation of Phase I clinical trials

2.2.1 Single dose toxicity studies

Single dose toxicity studies should be conducted in two mammalian species as a rule
(Note 1 and 2). In at least one animal species, female and male animals should be
studied, and approximate lethal dose should also be examined. The route of
administration should be the clinical route of administration in humans as a rule.
However, if the clinical route of administration in humans cannot deliver adequate
exposure, the route of administration that can give a higher exposure level may be
chosen. An approximate lethal dose should be determined, and the target organs,

severity, and reversibility should also be examined.

2.2.2 Repeated dose toxicity studies
The method of administration (repeated administration or intermittent administration,
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intervals for intermittent administration) for the repeated dose toxicity studies should be
chosen from the standpoints of the pharmacological action mechanism and the
pharmacokinetics of the drug, taking the reversibility of toxic findings and
administration in clinical trials into consideration.

The duration of administration should not always be in compliance with “M3
Guideline”. Since the primary objective of Phase I clinical trials is to determine a
maximum tolerated dose (MTD) and dose limiting toxicity (DLT), if non-clinical
repeated dose toxicity studies clearly demonstrated the presence or absence of toxicity
by repeated dose administration, DLT and its marker, based on the results of toxicity
studies conducted with shorter duration or a smaller number of cycle of administration,
a clinical trial could be initiated. In the clinical trials, the duration or number of cycles
of administration may be continuously increased according to the patient’s response,
and in this case, a new toxicity study would be unnecessary.

Repeated dose toxicity studies should be conducted in females and males of two animal
species, a rodent and non-rodent. Determination of no observed adverse effect level
(NOAEL) is not essential, but it is desirable to set the dose level, so that an adverse
reaction marker and DLT could be determined. The accumulation and delayed toxicity

should also be considered.

2.2.3 Genotoxicity studies
As a rule, genotoxicity studies are not mandatory.

2.2.4 Reproduction toxicity studies

As a rule, reproduction toxicity studies are not mandatory. However, the exclusion
criteria should include pregnant women, nursing mothers, and women who are possibly
pregnant. If the repeated dose toxicity studies suggested the effect on male
reproductive organs, male patients should be instructed to practice strict contraception.
Even when reproduction toxicity studies are not conducted, women of childbearing

potential may be included in a clinical trial if strict contraception is observed (Note 3).

2.2.5 Local tolerance studies

When the clinical route of administration is parenteral, a conduct of local tolerance
studies should be considered. @ However, a detailed examination such as a
histopathological examination on the administration site in single dose or repeated dose

toxicity studies can substitute local tolerance studies.
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2.2.6 Safety pharmacology studies
Comply with the “Safety Pharmacology Studies for Human Pharmaceuticals”.

2.3 Non-clinical safety studies required prior to the initiation of Phase I clinical
trials conducted in healthy adults
Comply with the “M3 Guideline”.

2.4 Non-clinical safety studies required prior to the approval application

2.4.1 Repeated dose toxicity studies

Repeated dose toxicity studies should be conducted in males and females of two animal
species, rodent and non-rodent. However, when an anticancer agent applicable to only
male or female patients demonstrated no apparent sex difference in short-term repeated
dose toxicity studies conducted in two animal species, and the pharmacokinetics
suggested no sex difference, long-term repeated dose toxicity studies may be conducted
in the sex that is subject to treatment in clinical practice. The administration (daily
administration or intermittent administration, intervals for intermittent administration)
for the repeated dose toxicity studies should be chosen, taking the pharmacological,
pharmacokinetic characteristics of the drug, the reversibility of toxic findings, and
administration in clinical trials into consideration. The duration of administration
should be a maximum of 6 months in rodents and a maximum of 9 months in
non-rodents as a rule, but considering the toxicological characteristics of the anticancer
drug and duration of treatment in clinical practice, setting a more appropriate duration
may be desirable. The studies should be designed so as to either one of the studies can

examine the reversibility.

2.4.2 Genotoxicity studies
As a rule, genotoxicity studies should be required. However, when genotoxicity is
predicted from the action mechanism and so on, the standard battery of genotoxicity

studies may be partially omitted.
2.4.3 Carcinogenicity studies
Normally, carcinogenicity studies are not required. See “Guideline on the Need for

Carcinogenicity Studies of Pharmaceuticals” for details (Note 4).

2.4.4 Reproduction toxicity studies
As a rule, reproduction toxicity studies are required. However, if the action
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mechanism has been suggested to have an embryonic lethality or teratogenicity,
pregnant women, nursing mothers, and women of childbearing potential are
contraindicated, and female patients of childbearing potential and male patients are
instructed to practice strict contraception, the reproduction toxicity studies may not be
required for an approval application.

When the reproductive and developmental toxicity, especially teratogenicity is to be
examined, because of the nature of the drug such as potent maternal toxicity or
embryonic lethality, the duration of administration or intervals varied from those
specified in “Guidelines for Toxicity Studies” must be considered. In this case, the

rational for it requires scientific explanations.

2.4.5 Immunotoxicity studies

Comply with the “Immunotoxicity Studies for Human Pharmaceuticals”.

2.4.6 Safety pharmacological studies
As a rule, safety pharmacological studies are required. See “Safety Pharmacology

Studies for Human Pharmaceuticals” for details.

Notes

Note 1:

In setting the initial dose for the Phase I clinical trials, if there is a scientific rationale for
administration to rodents, a study in non-rodents is not always required.

Note 2:

“Guidelines for Clinical Evaluation Methods of Antimalignant Tumor Drugs”
(Notification No. 1101001 of the Evaluation and Licensing Division, PFSB dated
November 1, 2005) specifies that the initial dose of Phase I clinical trials should be 1/10
of the 10% lethal dose (LD10) in mice presented by mg/m” as a rule, and if this dose
demonstrated toxicity in other animal species, based on the animal species showing
maximum sensitivity, the initial dose should be lower than a minimum dose showing no
irreversibility. From these above, when a drug is to be administered to humans for the
first time in Japan, studies should be designed so as to establish a toxic dose such as
LD in mice, which is to be a rationale for deciding the initial dose. However, when
reliable foreign Phase I clinical trial results or treatment results in humans are available,
the initial dose for Phase I clinical trials can be chosen from those other than the results
of non-clinical safety studies.

Note 3:
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Male patients and female patients of childbearing potential should be instructed to

practice contraception for an appropriate period after the end of treatment period.
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BERAONDTDH, JVEGRRRT VA L RORBROMAE DL W ZEMEEFT

M 20ERHD.
<R >
B FEIERMLE UCHEBE I FEEEERICE LT, A1 ZLE%&@%%/EI\&I:]% Iz
b} BIESFCEY EITEWERNIGENRKRELS B BIEERH DI LD —Ry7eEk

BRCide P TOREMERET S D DOFRRIFERN %%ﬂfib\ﬂﬁa@ﬁ>ﬁb‘ Lizhio

T, B FEEME L THAESNHEEEEEDR S, N AEEKOEE LRI

le & X T AEE R U BRI R B R R & M AOA T, b b~ SMEME
SER LTDERRRIC L) B2 T 5 L ERH 5.
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Q4 MAMEE R Z2REHURICS T 2 RIS HEEIEGE 2 6 S E - FuR XS
AEOBRFBICBNTCL, ED XD REHERBRD LD ?

Ad: BEKE L TOEENICKT 2B EFINE (FeEoLELLRE) 2&EL, &
ZLIIE U TR A S E D PUBEIEGE, REFABRIET 2GR ToBEakENE
MIZONT, BERREMOBFHZAMEZHARIC L T LERHD. BESHE
DUEMIEE RS BAGR OB A, EAICO b DOEFEERRIIAE TE 560D

PUEMIEER B C 2R & L TR CTHRETHIHA, BAKOADE LML EE

THhiTLWZ bbb, —F, EHEREICHEESELILICLY, EFEERICBV TR
BHREENEERT L2 L0, @BFOIERABRICE O TER SN 289 CIIiuUR N RR
LTCWARWEDIEBUIICEEEZBE T AW FOMBENEESND. LEN-T, BE
(KD WTFERIZONWTIE 186 VA RTA v ) ICHELTMIGHKELRD. hl, ZThE
NORBRED VBN H D VIIARLEMIZONWTIE, FOEBMRIICHOWTHSEET D HLE
N b.
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2 FERRLZ eMRBROEARN2E T

Q5: (AR ERHREE U CREMEREOMRE 21T 56, FRKREIZL DIFHRL
PERUBRI TN B D 2

A5 BEAREIC L AERBREZEMRBIT, LU bSETERVA, REEMAB LU
WIERE R R RIS DO W T D RTREM: /2 lc oW TR L, BRRFOZZ &M (B
R L OB OFEICH T A EMOFREME) IO TEFSICEELTEBL 2 E
NUECTH D, £z, HAEFERCET IR EZIT oo RICE - T, RSB

LB mREEERBOE/R BRI T I L.

< >

MFSAA] QAL ITREN TV laEMRFIEEERSE) & OfARIEZATRE L
T PHAE G EERBROEMICET O EANLEZF LFRTHD.

EEOBRBBICE T 2HEBEEEREOHEA CITEARE LV FHRE SN IHEH
£\, 12, BOROREMEEAICIE, FOEAET L BRI TOMREY, W1DhbH6
AREEZRHRICHAE N BE L H D,

mm%ﬁﬂfﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁjﬁéwif%mw%@”# EIES I OWThofAseh

& BT, RSN AREROEMEENIENSRE, BHEORE, EERBTROEY
BREICBET AW D, JPRICE O Fc BN 5 ATREEREIENE L <M S h
HZE O RMEERNDH D EEZONIEANRTIE, FEEELEHERBROEMILAT
. ek, SEAIC L0 REFCHRINICH EFERM H 25460, LiBOMa-CHEE 2 1Er
LT DL REARY, MEMREENTRINIGAE, ARG DIEBREEM
HEBROERENDNERIND.
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Q6 :  HIEMIEEEOBKRBR T, FOLI)REMEAENE L TUEREREEZHRT
AT v

A6  HERBBRTOWIER 5 RORERIIC B BRI, BHIOBIE, H% 5 505
., BHERTREOH R £ CRE D1, WRE~OREIEERL, F—A - /51 -
br— A CHIT B,

< >

ARG BORTRILE LTEZB TV D1DOEZTIREN TS0, FUBAEEED
TEHBF LRIk A TH Y, BIFHORBABZSRBEGTEINTHD. LoT, %
B L TRELEEEELZ AW, PIERSELZRET D00T, EXORME, BERFR
SHEE R E ~DOLEEEEEB L, 7 —R A « F—2ATHETRETHD. Kb
BEARZ LY, FERLZEUERBREEPEER COEFEHRN G, HRECEXRRAEERCE
CABELRVHEZTRTLHZETHD.

HREEEHERR»OE OO BEHENEUREERE L 2256 bH 5, FiEEEREED
TERBF OZFICE-> T, FHEOEWEERITIE, 10%B3EE (10% Lethal Dose ; LD)g),
10% DR EMICEE L EME A2~ THE (Severe Toxic Dose of 10% animals ; STD;y) 72 &
FHEETHZENRERGEOHD. £z, B IHEBRARCRERENPFEEND L9
AT, RERSHERBRICBIT A& KME (Maximum Tolerated Dose ; MTD) %, ]
ElGEERECRRETIHEELHDH. —FH T, AT ReBEEE AT 5 4EEED
B, T2 2R E R ETE, AHEBEEREICRIT 2EEEAOER OB IIMRE
HAENORDONLH, BEESLMID TROONRNT—2bHD. ZOX I ITHEMELH
ETHONERERIEE, HHWE, RO E LTHITE A EPERERICE S BEH
DRIETHBZ LR EOERNE, b N TOREREZ TEIT 52 &L BRRE Ry — 2 Tl
#EE R (No Observed Adverse Effect Level ; NOAEL) ZMR#LE U CHIEREEEZHET S
OREERFELEZ IS,

BB, REMAZELE UE |RRRRRE £ 55613, NOAEL ZR#LE L TH
EHRGEEZHRETDIENBEEITHA ).

%

BB OBRFEFECEAT T Fo4 v (ER179F 11 A 1H)

PIEHE 5B E LT, mgm® THER SN 72 MELD), (mouse equivalent 10% lethal dose :
7 U RKT D 10%BEE (LD ) @ /10 THhD. kL, TORETHRERI M
OEMFEIZST L, BRIV ERNEHERD. b L, EEERLIEEE, RbEX
HORWEWREICS L, S/AOTREEOER LIRSy, KV EAEZERSEE T
L. Eilz, WHCBWTEETELE I HERBREESEICRESN TV ALHGAICENGE
ZEIZLTHERSEZRETDHIEBARTHS. WINICE X, HIERGEITZY

St

— 164 —




BERRIICE SN TEEICRET D 2 EBNETH D,
Note for guidance on the pre-clinical evaluation of anticancer medical products
(CPMP/SWP/997/96)
PIEHE G > HREE MTD @ 1710 (F > HEAMN L8 H 2546, T -l
MTD).
DeGeorge © D3 (Cancer Chemother Pharmacol 41, 173-85, 1998)
MR 55« T - #48H STDyo (severely toxic dose ; EEDFEM (F/I13HT) % 10%4EL
SELHE) O 110 HDHWIEIET > EFED HNSTD (highest non-severely toxic dose ; B
TR BEELE L ST LORVWEEAR) O 1/6 D5 HELLMMENT.
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22 HEMEERE R ETHE | ERRBREES T CIO LB IR R 27 e R R
2.2.1 H[EHE 5 EFHMERE

Q7: BUERAHC, WK COTEMEASEERRS Lok, KEWMERT 551 2 18
HARE SRS BMIBHHEOR S, BIE RS BB CORMIMAS BB L
RONBHY, WEERSE Y ORICEZ L Lo

A7 RIERMROWoDWIEIRG%, KREHMEZRT COLoRERS T4 7 LN
HE SNAPEMEEREIC OO, HERGICE 2B ERBREER, b h~0%
EVEOHFHCEET, BARRREZ EMRT 2 L CLEREFERZBUT 56085 5.
IOEOBRIERTOBEIRGEEREBIT, ERUEIA I BANEFE1E 4 E [E
WA ORNE @A) ARBEFICLELREERBROTA KT 4 4220TC) (LLTF, 15
HERBIETA KTA4 ) L)) TREESNW-BER S HERBRIELEFT 50T
F722<, B 1HBERRBREMHO DICH T2 > CRERBMESZFT BRI 2 @RI E
%, TNOEHAREICHRD L5 ICHENRRR T e b — L ERETH I EMBFET
H5.

<fi# e >

BIYEF 2338 < HE& 5% NIRRT 201 o VRS BPERAE L 725 Z LB EESH
DPUEMEEEIREIC OV TE, BEREG TOBRMEN T a7 7 A0, fI2IXENSE, AR
HIFREE (Dose Limiting Toxicity ; DLT), Z4&hk, EEMR EOKRED, v b~DLZeMHED
BREHCEET, BRARCTHETNEALHEE T OIEARBAERHD. 20k d ki
BT, THBURBRETA R4 v Rl S - HER G HERER T, BERRE B
HILHTe o TRBERBEEFN T 07 7 A VBELNRWVEERHD. ZO X525 s, ¥
KoL EZE L, B 1HABFRRREZIBO DICH- > THERBERZH T 0 7 7 A 3
MEMEBNCE 2, [FEERBRIETA F7A ) ZESFT 50O Tz EENICRBRN A & K
THULERGD. flziE, ENEER DLT, BEEMEEREFTT A0, SR @EE OB
B 5FHERBROY A I T THLHIE% 14 BL 0RO, BOE OO AL
SAREL B X DN AR 2 A TR T A2 &0, BEHEB TIF, MKk im0
BREOEN, ARMNEEORDONRWVERE ORBMABRFHNREOERL 2 EET 5.
BREEBICOWTHEE, [FEHRRENA T4 V) ORERSEEARICETIEHIEE
(72250, RBRE, REFZFHORESE OMOBERE R & EOREFEMZRFEIT O 00X
RN OREZR EIZ D EBNCHB T 20BN H D,
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