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(2) A study on nursing students’
recognition about rural
medicine in Japan

Yuka Kanoya', Ikuko Suzuki®, Mariko Ohtake®,

Akiko Saito?, Atsuko Kobayashi®, Takao Funada 2,
Hiroshi Shimizu?, Chifumi Sato?

1)School of Nursing, Yamagata University Faculty of
Medicine

2)Graduate School of Medical Science, Yamagata
University Faculty of Medicine

3)Graduate School of Health Sciences, Tokyo Medical
and Dental University

Purpose

= To obtain basic information to
consider countermeasures to
promote rural medicine by
investigating nursing students’
recognition of rural medicine.

Method

= A self-registering and unsigned
guestionnaire research was
conducted in 244 nursing students
from the first to fourth grades of a
university in February ’ 06.

Results

= 170students replied (reply rate69.7%).

Students’ intention whether they will
work in rural area

Answer N(%)
Yes 42(25.5)
No 49(29.7)

I didn’ t know 74(44.8)

Important factors to decide job place
(Multiple answers)

Important factors N %
Circumstance for living 133 78.2
Salary 101 59.4
Education System 99 58.2
Marriage and childcare 90 52.9
Experience of specialized 59 34.7
nursing technique

Steady job position 54 31.8
Leisure 2] 15.9
Others 7 4.1

The relationship between important factors to
decide job place and intention to work in rural

area Unit: n(%)
Important factors Intention to work in rural P
to decide job place area value
No Yes

Education No 56(83.6) 11(16.4) 0.008
YSOM Vs  52(62.7)  31(37.3)

Leisure No  85(68.0) 40(32.0) 0014
Yes 23(92.0) 2( 8.0)

X2 test, Fisher’s test
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Discussion

= Nursing students answered the more they
think education systems are important to
decide job place, the more they agree to
work in rural area

= Currently Japanese nursing fundamental
education contains less education of rural
nursing.

= It was considered that full teaching of rural
nursing in university curriculum or full
nursing education system for rural nursing
may increase possibility to let students or
nurses work in rural area.

Conclusion

= Full education system may be

important to let nursing students
work in rural area.

Typical Japanese rural scenes

About Yamagata prefecture

Yamagata prefecture located in Northern area of Japan.

Medical features of Yamagata prefecture are high aging
population rate, less hospital beds, more primary health
nurses and cheap medical costs.

It is said that there are typical old scenes of Japan in
Yamagata prefecture, therefore it is frequently used to film
movies and dramas. There is ‘Oshin’ in these famous
dramas. ‘Oshin’ broadcasted in 63 countries.

It has a lot of hot springs. It is also famous as product area
of good foods, specially cherries, bears, beef and alcohols.

Please welcome to Yamagta prefecture of Japan.
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