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Abstract

We experienced a psychiatric testimony case of matricide by Asperger syndrome caused by a brain
tumor in the early childhood. Both of amygdala were severely damaged by the occupation of the tumor
and the surgery and radiation therapy which followed. As a result of this, he showed several symptoms
of Asperger syndrome, and in later adolescence when he faced the psychological difficulties with his
mother, he attempted choking his mother and tried to commit suicide twice and finally beat her to
death. A lot of evidences including neuroimages and psychological tests suggest that his aggression
may be caused by damage of amygdala. This case reminds us to reconsider criminal responsibility

concerning Asperger syndrome.
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Associations between Disruptive Behavioral Disorders
and Antisocial Tendencies :
A Study using the Psychopathy Checklist, Youth Version

Toshihiko MaTsuMoTO!, Takayuki OKADA!, Yasuhiko CHIBAZ,
Kumiko AND0O? and Kazuo YOSHIKAWA!

! Department of Forensic Psychiatry, National Institute of Mental Health, National Center
of Neurology and Psychiatry, Kodaira, Japan
2 Yokohama Juvenile Classification Home, Yokohama, Japan
® Medical Research Institute, Tokyo Medical and Dental University, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract

Background : The “DBD (disruptive behavioral disorder) march” is a developmental hypothesis
which describes that childhood DBD may progress to adulthood antisocial personality, although it’s
validity has not always been evident. The purpose of the present study is to clarify associations
between childhood DBD symptoms and future antisocial tendencies, and to examine the validity of the
“DBD march.” Methods: Subjects were 56 male juvenile delinquents incarcerated in A juvenile
classification home. A self-reporting questionnaire originally prepared was used to assess DBD
symptoms, and a semi-structured interview was also preformed according to the Psychopathy Check-
list, Youth Version to assess present psychopathic traits predicting adulthood antisocial behavior.
Associations between questionnaire responses and interview findings were examined. Results: A
covariate structure analysis demonstrated that covert symptoms of conduct disorder (CD) may directly
develop from attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (AD/HD) without symptoms of oppositional
defiant disorder (ODD), in contrast to overt CD symptoms developing with ODD symptoms. Further,
the present psychopathic traits may be partially influenced by past ODD and AD/HD symptoms more
strongly than by recent CD symptoms. Conclusions: The “DBD march” may include several variant
pathways as well as the linear developmental pathway already described.

Key words: conduct disorder, oppositional defiant disorder, attention-deficit/hyperactivity dis-
order, antisocial personality disorder, psychopathy
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