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Happé (1995) found that children with autism could pass the false belief task, representative of theory of mind, at a higher
verbal mental age (9.2 years) than that of normal children (4 years). The present study examined which children with autism
acquired the theory of mind, delayed or deviant, by asking children to select which box the protagonist would search and to
explain verbally how they arrived at their conclusions. Participants were 60 normal children ages 3-6 years and 29 children
with high functional autism with above-70 VC (WISC-1II) and CA ranging from 6 years 10 months to 12 years 4 months.
While some normal children passed the false belief task, they were unable to explain their reasons (level 1). Others passed
and could express their reasons (level 2). In addition, in the case of children with high functional autism, all who passed
could give the reason correctly, and none displayed reactions belonging to level 1. The discussion compared the intuitive
mentalising of normal children with the verbal proposition mentalising of children with high functional autism.
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Asperger syndrome; the issue and the truth

Toshiro Sugiyama
Aichi Children’ s Health and Medical Center

Abstract
In recent years, Asperger disorder became a key issue in Japan. Serious crimes which

have been caused by high—functioning PDD adolescents have become a social problem.

Total population study of PDD showed the increase of these children, and the most recent

study reported the prevalence to be 2%, in Nagoya City. Now, we have at least one PDD

in every school class. It poses a serious problem for Japanese school education. On the

other hand, it had gradually become apparent that there are many PDD adult who had

been misdiagnosed with other psychiatric disorders; schizophrenia, BPD and so on. The

author discusses the relevant issue of Asperger disorder and high—functioning PDD from

a clinical perspective.

Key words: Asperger disorder, high-functioning PDD, prevalence, crime, education
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