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Unique Developmental Relationship of Forming the Joint Attention Behavior and the Theory of Mind
in Children with Autism -
BEPPU Satoshi (Faculty of Education, Gifu University)

This paper discusses how children with autism develop an understanding of the false belief task, which is
indicative of the theory of mind, and the joint attention behavior that is the precursor of the theory of mind.
A search of the relevant literature showed the following unique developmental relationship that was not
evident in normal children or handicapped children without autism: the theory of mind with a lack of
intuitive mentalizing was developed based on propositional mentalizing (Beppu & Nomura, 2005); and
joint attention behavior without an automatic response to social stimuli develops through the use of
general-purpose learning tools (Travis & Sigman, 2000) . Intuitive mentalizing and the tendency to social
orientation were thought to depend on the emotional response and the disposition to perceive social stimuli
that in turn produce intersubjective experiences. My hypothesis is that a child with autism develops joint
attention behavior and the theory of mind through more developed cognitive abilities in compensation for
the lack of intersubjective experience with emotional sharing. A method to provide support and guidance
“for autistic children is discussed.
Key words: autism, theory of mind, joint attention, compensation through cognitive abilities
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ENBREEEREORZETR BT, EERICEET 5 XBI,
HICBH S LB L TOREREDP S, BERENRNODLE >Tind, L
U, EEE, PRESHEPESREREESTVL S, FEH (BEEH
HEBEE) OBE, FLEOENRL UEEEEREODLTIGH 0,
BT 0IEB8 R INTOHENEZ L, i, RE - SREF®
ERBBICBOTS, EMICK > TOMPRIEIREIINIFEELH S
2, BEBRICED L BIREALTARE IO MMBEEHFEIZE - THRR WD,
DNERIRENRINTNI E DR A0,

RIEREEEDE S, < 1%, Asperger, H. (1944) O HAGELEIC
bhHBHLII, FHEAIPEHINTRBY, EFLoBEOMHxLE
BTEBINTER, UL, REHCHRE XN Kanner, L. (1943)
D /NR B FALE D Fiak BAEDLNEREEEDBMIEEDR LT - 72
— T, BRI hTE57, ERBICEABHIIE DLW TONY -V g
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VISHFET S5 EBA NG, BFELOERND -V TEHD SRS
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=—1 HERESMEBEOTIOT 4~

sex throwing age (yrs) height (em)] VIQ PIQ FIQ
Subject A| W R 7 120 110 115 114
Subject B M R 7 127 101 101 101
Subject C M R 8 122 106 80 93
Subject D M R 9 128 - 81 103 90
Subject E M R 9 130 81 80 79
Subject F M R 9 117 72 69 68
Subject G M R 9 129 143 117 134
Subject H M R 10 130 103 79 90
Subject I M R 11 140 99 93 96
Subject J | M R 12 146 91 89 89.
Subject K M L 13 156 95 90 92
Subject L M R 13 150 71 71 68
Subject M| M R 14 175 89 76 81
Subject N| W R 14 148 81 94 86
Subject O M L 15 177 85 97 90
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Global Coordinate System
Z

&% »Y{Throwing Direction)
Camera(60f/s , 1/2000s)
1 Global Coordinate System
® F—FHH

EMEBMEOREET DV TRROIBEEIAMNOERENRE P72 D
D 1EFKEFGHOMBE Ule, B LB S IRTEIERITY 7 b7 =7
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FRWFRE L7,
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Y, BHFCEEETENDSASNED0E LT, BEREOB X KT 5
Niz, EFEIREE (Sakurai & Miyashita, 1983) ¥—# LKL T, Ll
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Subject G(9 years old)

Subject H(10 years old)

ball speed (m/s)
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o ball speed (m/s)

o timo(s)
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o ball speed (m/s}

o time(s) g4
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