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COMMENTS FROM JAPAN
1. New Codes
1) Suggestions
The new codes of b125 Dispositions and intra-personal functions is welcome as
it includes important developmental concepts in its 5-character codes from b1250
through b1255. However, from developmental point of view, "Resiliency” and
“Spontaneity” are other important dispositions and shall be incorporated, for
example, as follows:
b1256 Resiliency
Disposition to withstand adverse effects of environment or health condition and to
recover from their negative consequences.
b1257 Spontaneity
Disposition to act on one’s own initiative rather than responding to other person’s
request.
TERA
2) Overlaps
(1) b16703 Reception of gestural Language
It overlaps with d315 Communicating with -receiving-nonverbal
messages and may not be necessary. Beside, gesture is not language (a
language must have morpheme structure and syntax. Sign languages are
languages because they have these.)
(2) b16713 Expression of gestural language
It overlaps with d335 Producing nonverbal messages and may not be
necessary.
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2. General introduction to Body Functions, Body Structures and Activities and Participation
< Body Functions and Body Structures>

We have two comments on the introductory section on Body Functions starting with
“During childhood and adolescence ..” on page 20 as well as that on Body Structures on
page 59.

1) In addition to generic qualifiers, “two other approaches” are mentioned that can be
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used to operationalize the severity of impairment. We agree that such qualifiers are
necessary from developmental point of view and even essential for ICF-CY. However,
it is a pity that no concrete examples are given.
We urgently need to know what the proposal on these “other approaches” is.
THEF, B FTBELEE,
2) The notion that “values of 1, 2, 3 and 4 represent standard deviation units” is
entirely different from the generic qualifiers of original ICF.
Also it is not applicable because, as is well known in statistics, in normal distribution,
*+1SD includes 68.3% of the population, £2SD up to 95.5% and only 0.5% is left
for 3SD and 4SD. In other words, in this way not only qualifier 4, but also 3 would
stand for extremely severe and rare cases, which is not consistent with the original
definition of the ICF generic scale, where qualifier 3 stands for 50-95% and 4 for
96-100%.
Thus this reference to standard deviation should be deleted.
TR TEELGABELNE o/,
< Activities and Participation>
We have two comments on the introductory section on Activities and Participation (p.
67) similar to those on Body Functions as mentioned above.
1) We need concrete proposal on “two other approaches” in qualifiers.
T FEBELAENE o,
2) The reference to standard deviation should be deleted.
TR, FEEGABLE 27,
In addition, this section (p.67) seems to have carelessly copied from that on Body
Functions (p.20). Thus “impairments” should be changed to “activity
limitation/participation restriction” and “body functions” to “activities and participation”.
CDEMERASH, BESHT,

3. Preface and Foreword

There are some inaccurate uses of key concepts in the Preface and Foreword and they
should be corrected.

<Preface>

1) Page4, Paragraphl, Line -1: "..._of health and disability in child and youth ..” shall be

changed to "“..._of functioning, disability and health in ...

("Functioning” is the key concept of ICF and should not be omitted when referring to
disability and/or health.)

AP ST ZTEEDEZ )
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2) Page4, Paragraph3, Line3: “"The manifestations of disability and chronic conditions in

childhood ..” shall be changed to ... disability and health conditions ..” (Not only

chronic conditions but any health conditions are important.)
T
<Foreword>

1) Page5, Paragraph2, Line -3: ... makes available a common lanquage of

documentation that can be used across disciplinary (sic) as well as national

boundaries ..” shall be changed (following the exact wording of original ICF) to “...

makes available a common lanquage for describing health and health-related states

in order to improve communication between different users, such as health care

workers, researchers, policy-makers and the public, including people with disabilities

(Here, inclusion of people with disabilities, among others, is essential. For ICF-CY
the words could be changed to “children/youth with disabilities”.)
A CDISTZTHIR)

2) Page6, Paragraph2, Line3: “The manifestations of disability and chronic conditions in

childhood ..” shall be changed to “disability and health conditions ..

(Not only chronic conditions but any health conditions are important).
A CDXEIE)

3) Page7, Paragraphl, Line -2: “... makes available a common lanquage that can be

used across disciplines, government sectors as well as national boundaries to define

and document the health, functioning and development .."” shall be changed

(following the exact wording of original ICF) to ".. makes available a common

lanquage for describing health and health-related states in order to improve

communication between different users, such as health care workers, researchers,

policy-makers and the public, including people with disabilities to define and

document the functioning, development, disability and health”.

(1: People with disabilities or children/youth with disabilities should be included. 2:
“Functioning” is the essential concept and should not be omitted.)

4) Pagel2, Paragraphl, Line -2: “barriers or facilitators to functioning, performance and

participation ..” shall be changed to either “... to body functions/structure, activities

and participation ...” or simply “... to functioning ...".

(Another confusion with key concepts.)

5) Pagel2, Paragraph2, Line3: “... dfor Activities/Participation .." shall be changed to “a

for activities, p for participation”.




(The difference between the concepts of activity and participation should be kept
distinct.)
T A

6) Pagel5, Paragraph -1, Line -4 to —1: The entire section on the manual by American
Psychological Association ("Another useful resource ... to assign codes in each of the
domains”) shall be deleted, because there are and will be many similar resources by
other groups and it may give a false impression since this forward will be mentioning
only one particular resource for many years to come.

BH(CDINSISTEEAE)

4. Ambiguities

The following items are ambiguities that need more detailed definition and/or examples.
1) d134 Acquiring additional language
What is “additional language”? A language other than mother tongue?
TR, PG DEE
2) d161 Directing attention
What is the difference from d160 Focusing attention? Is it about maintaining
intention or interest to specific actions that are being performed by the subject, while
d160 is about maintaining attention to specific stimuli that come from outside the
subject? If so, better phrasing is necessary.
T HBGLDEE
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FACE SHEET

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INTERVIEWEE

Name, initials or serial number:

Age: , Sex:dMale [dremale

CLiving in the home [Living in a hospital OlLiving in an institution

Who is answering? CIThe interviewee him/herself
CIFamily member
Clcare-giver in hospital/institution ~ [Others
If not interviewee him/herself, why can not he/she answer?
[]Speech problem
[OMental problem
[lothers ( Please specify:
Does he/she have any disease under treatment now? [Yes, LINo
If yes, write in the diagnosis:
Does he/she have any disability? [Yes, CINo
If yes, write in specifically :

If yes, what is its cause ? :

If yes, how long is it since it occurred?
[Less than 1 year [d1~5 years
LMore than 5 years

What is interviewee’s occupation?

[Clprofessional [lClerk or salesperson [1Self - employed

CIManual labour ClHomemaker Clothers
Is he/she receiving social assistance? (Please make choices suitable for Costa Rica)
[ Disability pension ] O

[l

Informed consent:

[IThe interviewee or the person who is answering for him/her was told that this
questionnaire would be used only for the purpose of research and interviewee’s
personal information would be kept in absolute secrecy. He/she consented to the
interview under this condition.
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