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A Change of Policy of the Familial Cancer Counseling
Team at Shikoku Cancer Center from a Passive Stance to
an Active One

Kaori Tadokoro® Shozo Ohsumi®, Junichirou Nasu®,
Tomoko Kikuya®, Haruko Sasaki®, Kenjiro Aogi™,

Yoshiro Kubo® Masahito Tanimizu™

* National Hospital Organization Shikoku Cancer Center

Counseling for family members of cancer families is not
common at hospitals, even in cancer centers, in Japan. At
Shikoku Cancer Center, we have started a counseling
service for family members of cancer families in 2000.
Although we sometimes had counseling of patients with
breast or colorectal cancer who requested to receive
counseling, we hesitated to recommend all the patients
who are possible members of families of familial cancer to
receive a gene test and tell other family members that they
may be very likely to have the same cancer in the near
future because we may have had some troubles with them
by doing so. However, we saw a very young female patient
with locally advanced breast cancer recently, and she was
an elder sister of the patient who died of breast cancer at
21 years at our hospital. When we saw-the latter patient,
we suspected that she was a member of cancer family but
her family did not fulfill the criteria of breast cancer
family. Therefore, we did not tell anything about the
possibility of inheritance of the disease to the other family
members. If we had told it to the elder sister, her cancer
could have been found at an early stage. After we
experienced this patient, we have decided to change our
policy from a passive stance to an active one.

(J Fam Tumor 2007 ;7 :27-29)
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Team Approach for Treatment of Patients with Cancer, How to Cooperate with Staffs of Other Medical Institutions—A
Recent Trend in Japan: Masahito Tanimizu, Yuki Kikuuchi, Chiaki Funada, Kikuko Kameshima, Akira Kurita and
Shigemitsu Takashima (National Hospital Organization, Shikoku Cancer Center)
Summary

For the team approach to patients with cancer, both of consistency of medical services and patient’s
satisfaction are important. Japanese health care reform planning prescribes an establishment of a section which
accepis patient’'s consultation and provides proper advice or information. Technology of the internet is also
promising for team approaches with staffs of other medical institutions as well as the patient support section in
the cancer centers. Key words: Patient support, Consistency of medical services, Patient’s satisfaction, the Internet,
Coarresponding  author: Masahito Tanimizu, National Hospital Organization, Shikoku Cancer Center, 160
Minamiumenomotomachi-Kou, Matsuyama, Ehime 781-0288, Japan
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Clinical Pathways in the Treatment of Cancers: Toshiaki Tanaka*!, Taeko Tousaka*? and Hiromasa Fujita*! (*'Deot
of Surgery, Kurume University School of Medicine, **Nursing Dept., Kurume University Hospital)
Summary

At the beginning, a clinical pathway was first introduced for the purpose of standardizing the treatment,

“providing high quality management and shortening hospital stays in the managed care health system in USA. This

has been rapidly accepted also in Japan.

The clinical pathway has also been gradually introduced in the treatment of malignant diseases, including
chemo/radiotherapy and surgery. In Kurume University Hospital, clinical pathways are now applied for 50% of in-
patients, and those for cancer patients have a large role in routine clinical practice. The progress of our pathways
for cancer patients is here reported. Key words: Clinical pathway, Cancer, Chemotherapy, Chemo/radiotherapy,
surgery, Corresponding author: Toshiaki Tanaka, Department of Surgery, Kurume University School of Medicine, 67
Asahi-machi, Kurume 830-0011, Japan
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Discharge Interference Factors of Terminally i1l Cancer Patients: A Questionnaire Survey Provided by Medical Staff at
the Cancer Center Hospital: Kaori Tadokoro, Hiromi Uruki, Junko Kamiya and Masahito Tanimizu (National
Hospital Organization Shikoku Cancer Center)
Summary

Despite of a terminally ill cancer patients’ state of iliness being stable, there will be a case where a patient loses
his or her chance to be discharged due to an increase in length of hospitalization. We studied a questionnaire
survey that was provided by medical staff at the cancer center hospital, and discussed how to support or
encourage patients to cooperate with medical staff in order to attain shorter hospitalization. Key words: Discharge
interference factor, Discharge support, Cooperation with other medical constitutes
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