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therapy in patients with locally advanced pancre-

Chemoradiation treatment for stage IV pancreatic
carcinoma and chemotherapeutic results by gemcitabine

Toshihiko Sumil, Susumu MAaTsvuo, Haruo IcucHl, and Akihiro FUNAKOSHI*

Between 1991 and 2001, 52 patients with pancreatic cancer (Group A : stage [Va, n=27, Group

- B :IVb,n=25subdividedinto B1: N; (+),n=7,B2: M (+), n=18) received chemoradiotherapy

(CRT). Twenty-two cases (Group C : stage I[Vb) were treated by systemic chemotherapy with
gemcitabine (GEM). Survival curves of the four groups were compared. CRT was performed
according to standard-fractionation method (total dose : 50.4 Gy) and concurrent chemotherapy
with 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) or cisplatin. 5-FU or GEM was administered after completion of CRT.
In groups A, B, C, the median survival times (MST) were 366, 196, 256 days, respectively. The
survival curve of group A was significantly longer than that of groups B and C. Survival of group
B2 (MST=158 days) was significantly shorter than that of group A+B 1 (MST=341days) and
group B1 (MST =249 days). Survival of group C was significantly longer than that of group B 2
and but not significantly different than that of group B1l. GEM (n=8, MST=434 days) was
significantly superior to 5-FU (n=43, MST =218 days) as the chemotherapeutic agent after CRT.
Our results indicate that chemotherapy with GEM is preferable in patients with distant metastasis
and should be considered for stage IVb without metastasis. As for chemotherapy after CRT, GEM
is recommended rather than 5-FU. Moreover, CRT combined with GEM as a radiosensitizer needs
to be investigated to establish the standard therapy for locally advanced pancreatic cancer.

* Department of Gastroenterology, National Kyushu Cancer Center (Fukuoka)
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