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A Change of Policy of the Familial Cancer Counseling
Team at Shikoku Cancer Center from a Passive Stance to
an Active One
Kaori Tadokoro®, Shozo Ohsumi* Junichirou Nasu*
Tomoko Kikuya”, Haruko Sasaki* Kenjiro Aogi*
Yoshiro Kubo® Masahito Tanimizu*

* National Hospital Organization Shikoku Cancer Center

Counseling for family members of cancer families is not
common at hospitals, even in cancer centers, in Japan, At
Shikoku Cancer Center, we have started a counseling
service for family members of cancer families in 2000.
Although we sometimes had counseling -of patients with
breast or colorectal cancer who requested to receive
counseling, we hesitated to recommend all the patients
who are possible members of families of familial cancer to
receive a gene test and tell other family members that they
may be very likely to have the same cancer in the near

“future because we may have had some troubles with them

by doing so. However, we saw a very young female patient
with locally advanced breast cancer recently, and she was
an elder sister of the patient who died of breast cancer at
21 years at our hospital. When we saw the latter patient,
we suspected that she was a member of cancer family but
her family did not fulfill the criteria of breast cancer
family. Therefore, we did not tell anything about the
possibility of inheritance of the disease to the other family

‘members. If we had told it to the elder sister, her cancer

could have been found at an early stage. After we
experienced this patient, we have decided to change our
policy from a passive stance to an active one.

(J Fam Tumor 2007 ; 7 : 27—29)
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Molecular Mechanism and Potential Targets for Bone Metastasis: Haruo Iguchi (Clinical Research Institute, National
Hospital Organization, Shikoku Cancer Center)
Summary

The incidense of bone metastasis has been increasing in all cancers .in recent years. Bone metastasis s
associated with substantial morbidity, including bone pain, pathological fracture, neurological deficit and/or
hypercalcemia. Thus, the management of bone metastasis in patients is a clinically significant issue,

‘In the process.of bone metastasis, the primary mechanism responsible for bone destruction is cancer cell-
mediated stimulation of osteoclastic bone resorption, which results in osteolysis and release of various growth
factors from the bone matrix. These growth factors are prerequisites for successful colonization and subsequent
invasive growth of cancer cells in bone, which is called a "vicious cycle.” Thus, it is important to elucidate what
molecules are involved in this step of bone destruction, and the understanding of these molecular mechanisms
could lead to develop molecular-target therapies for bone metastasis. Bisphosphonates introduced in the
treatment for bone metastasis have been shown to reduce skeletal morbidity. In Japan, the most potent bisphos-
phonate, zoledronate (ZOMETA), was introduced in this past April, and a phase III clinical trial of humanized anti-
RANKL monocional antibody (Denosumab) against bone metastasis is under way as a global study. These new
agents, which are targeted to osteoclasts, are considered to be standard management in the care of bone
metastasis patients in combination with chemotherapy and/or hormone therapy. Key words: Bone metasiasis,
‘Osteoclastic bone resorption, Molecular-target therapy, Bisphosphonates, Corresponding author: Haruo lguchi,

Clinical Research Institute, National Hospital Organization, Shikoku Cancer Center, 160 Minami-umenomotoma-
chi-Kou Matsuyama, Ehime 791-0288, Japan
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