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Table 1 Transitional probability of elderly functioning in two towns

Functional status in 2003 February no disability

Functional status in 2005 August(30 months later), percentage and 95% confidence interval
with disability

institutionalization emigrated dead

TownA  no disability(n=1038)  0.74 (0.71-0.77)  0.16 (0.14-0.18)  0.03 (0.02-0.04)  0.03 (0.02-0.03)  0.05 (0.04-0.06)
with disability(n=445)  0.07 (0.05-0.10)  0.51 (0.47-0.56)  0.15 (0.11-0.18) ~ 0.06 (0.04-0.09)  0.21 (0.17-0.24)
Total(n=1483) 0.54 (0.51-0.56) 027 (0.24-0.29)  0.06 (0.05-0.08)  0.04 (0.03-0.05)  0.10 (0.08-0.11)

Town B no disability(n=744) 0.66 (0.63-0.70)  0.26 (0.23-0.30)  0.03 (0.01-0.04)  0.01 (0-0.01) 0.04 (0.03-0.06)

(n=1048)  with disability(n=304)  0.07 (0.04-0.09)  0.67 (0.61-0.72)  0.07 (0.04-0.10)  0.04 (0.02-0.07)  0.15 (0.11-0.19)
Total 0.49 (0.46-0.52)  0.38 (0.35-0.41)  0.04 (0.03-0.05)  0.02 (0.01-0.02)  0.07 (0.06-0.09)

transition higlighted in red indicates higher probability in town A than in town B(P<0.05)
transition higlighted in yellow indicates higher probability in town B than in town A(P<0.05)
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