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Opening Remarks

In recent years, the dangers looming over a good part of the world have become more serious, and the
lives and health of the people are at risk in many countries due to reemerging infectious diseases including
the familiar influenza virus and tuberculosis which are said to cause immense health hazards and greatly
impact social activities around the globe. In addition to these, there are newly emerging infectious diseases
such as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), avian
influenza and others, as well as bioterrorism which all pose a threat to our lives and wellbeing. Faced with
such circumstances, people are voicing the need to enhance the health crisis management system in order
to minimize the health hazards suffered by people through such methods as establishment of preventative
measures against the occurrence of health crises, measures for recovery from the spread of the disease and
preventative measures against the spread of disease and others.

The Health and Labour Sciences Research administered by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
(MHLW) is a government-funded project conducted for the purpose of ensuring the scientific
advancement of administrative policies on healthcare, welfare, environmental health, occupational safety
and health, etc. of the people and also strives for improvement in its technical standards. The research
project to enhance the International Health Crisis Management Network, which is a part of this
government-funded project, aims to enhance the healthcare system in Japan in order to reduce the
concerns and worries of the people regarding their health. It will also contribute to ensuring the safety and
comfort of living in society by conducting studies on a monitoring system of trends in the occurrence of
bioterrorism, infectious diseases and other issues of concern, studies on the construction of networks for a
system of treatment cooperation and others, studies on coordination and information sharing with
international organizations, and studies on the assistance to and involvement in human development
projects, such as for experts at WHO and other international organizations as well as in various countries.

For this symposium with its main theme “Health Crisesforthcoming to us —Advanced preventive
measures obtained from our experiences and the recommendations for the future-" we have invited
administrative officials on healthcare from WHO and Japanese researchers on medical technology to give
lectures followed by panel discussion sessions requiring your participation.

Upon this occasion of the symposium, we wish to ask for your further understanding and support towards
the research project to enhance the International Health Crisis Management Network conducted by the

Health and Labour Sciences Research.

March 2005

Ichiro Kaneda

Chairman
Imperial Gift Foundation Boshi-Aiikukai
(Aiiku Association for Maternal/Child Health and Welfare)



1st International Symposium on
International Health Crisis Management Networks

Theme: “Health Crises-forthcoming to us”

Cutting-edge preventive measures drawn from experience and a proposal for the future
Date: 10:00-16:00, March 11, 2005 (Friday)
Place:  “Tenpyo” 3rd Floor, New Takanawa Prince Hotel

10:00

10:10-12:00

10:10-11:00

11:00-11:40

11:40-12:00

13:30-16:00

13:30-14:00

14:00-14:15

14:15-14:30

14:30-16:00

16:00

Program
Opening
Presentations
Facilitator: Hidehiko Tamashiro (Professor, Graduate School of Medicine, Hokkaido

University)

Michael J. Ryan (Director, Office of Outbreak Alert and Response, Department of
Communicable Disease Surveillance, WHO Headquarters)
“Global Outbreak, Global Response™

Hiroshi Kida (Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, Hokkaido University)

“Experience of Avian Influenza Countermeasures (Tentative)”
Additional comment: Kazunori Ohishi (Associate Professor, Institute of Tropical

Medicine of Nagasaki University)
“From the Experience of SARS Countermeasures™ (approx. 10 minutes)

Miyako Yamamoto (Chief of Section, Division of Safety Information on Drug, Food and
Chemicals, National Institute of Health Sciences)
“Chemical Disasters (Tentative)”

Symposium
Facilitator: Etsuko Kita (Professor, Nursing, The Japanese Red Cross Kyushu
International College of Nursing)

Nobuhiko Okabe (Director, Infectious Disease Surveillance Center, National Institute of

Infectious Diseases)
Raising issues “(Requires consultation)”

Nahoko Shindo (Department of Communicable Disease Surveillance, WHO

Headquarters )
“The Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network(GOARN)”

Mitsuya Maeda (Deputy Director, Tuberculosis and Infectious Diseases Control Division,
Health Service Bureau)
“Administrative Response in Times of Outbreak™

Panel Discussion

Closing
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