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Key areas influencing health

Biological factors

Age, sex, genetic factors.

Personal/family
circumstances and

lifestyle

Family structure and functioning, primary/secondary/adult
education, occupation, unemployment, income, risk-taking
behaviour, diet, smoking, alcohol, substance misuse,
exercise, recreation, means of transport <(cycle/car

ownership).

Social environment

Culture, peer pressures, discrimination, social support
(neighbourliness, social networks/isolation),

community/cultural/spiritual participation.

Physical environment

Air, water, housing conditions, working conditions, noise,
smell, view, public safety, civic design, shops
(location/range/quality), communications (road/rail), land

use, waste disposal, energy, local environmental features.

Public services

Access to (location/disabled access/costs) and quality of
primary/community/secondary health care, childcare,
social services, housing/leisure/employment/social
security services; public transport, policing, other
healthrelevant public services, non-statutory agencies and

services.

Public policy

Economic/social/environmental/health trends, local and

national priorities, policies, programmes, projects.
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Identification of potential health impacts

In the first column of the table, list the categories (e.g. physical environment) and
health determinants (e.g. noise) which may be affected by the project’s
development/operation.

In the second column, list all the activities likely to cause these effects during the
project’s development/operation.

In the third and fourth columns, identify all predicted health impacts during project
development/operation, separating positive from negative health impacts, and

assessing their measurability (see below).

In the final column, estimate the degree of certainty (risk) of the impact.

Categories /
specific influences
on health

Project
development /

operation activity

Predicted health
impacts

(nature, and where
possible, size of
impact, and how
measurable impact
is — ie, is it
qualitative (Q),
estimable (E), or
calculable (C))

Risk of impact

—~ is it: definite
(D), probable (P),
or speculative (5)?

Positive impacts

Negative impacts
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Stages in the health impact process

Procedures

" Apply screening
criteria fo select
project or policy

™~

v

Establish
steering group

S/

v

Agree terms of
reference for
assessment

~

Methods

I

a

Cy

v

Select assessor

v

Conduct
assessment

v

Appraise the
assessment

v

Negotiate
favoured options

S

v

Implement and
monitor

~

v

Evaluate and
document

~ key informants

 Interview
 stakeholdersand

_ Identify health
~ determinants

v

Assess
~ evidence

. Establish
_ priority impacts

Recommend and
~ justify options

~ foraction

Collect evidence
-~ from previous
reports
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British Columbia health impact assessment checklist

Will the given option have an impact on: Possible

impact

Information

required

1. The creation of income and/or wealth?
Will specific income groups or communities be
impacted positively or negatively?

2. The distribution of income and/or wealth?
Will specific income groups or communities be
impacted positively or negatively?

3. Employment opportunities for individuals and/or
communities?

What is the impact on the nature and distribution of
jobs and/or working conditions?

4. Learning opportunities, particularly for young
people and/or unemployed?

Will the training/education support tomorrow’s
jobs?

5. Healthier beginnings for children?

This includes meeting their basic physical needs,
building self-esteem and developing a sense of
connectedness with others.

6. The number and quality of healthy personal
connections, such as those with friends, families,
colleagues and community groups (as distinct from
professional support services)?

Will it segregate or isolate individuals or groups?

7. Physical safety and security among Individuals
and communities?

8. People’s sense of control over their own lives in
the decision—making affecting their income, working
and living conditions, support systems, local
government programs, services and/or resources?

9. Physical and/or mental health?
Which individuals or groups are most affected?

10. The provision of fair, equitable and respectful
access to government programs, services and/or
resources?

11. The environment?
Will these environmental changes affect health?
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An approach to the identification and specification of anticipated effects on
health and health determinants.
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