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The future of early childhood care and educatlon in Japan:
The promot:on of professxona!;sm ‘

Kitano; Sachiko
Fukuoka University of Education, Japan'™

1. Introduction: Chauce and crisis In eai‘ly childhood care and education in -Japan

Recently, an unprecendented surge of attention ‘on early childhood care and education could be
experienced in Japan, Curtent rapid changes in Japanese society and family, such as an ageing population, a
declining fertility rate, a smaller labor force, and an increased burden upon the next generation, resulted in
new meeds for early childhood care and education. The Japanese government introduced a lot of measures to
increase thé birth rate and spent more than 1 frillion yen per year on cotntermessures against the falling
birthrate and -on fostering fiture generations. Although drawing a lot of attentions, the field seems to be in a
chaotic situation. In many countries, the education and care institutions are shifiing from the private to the
public’ domain, howevér, in Japan, the privatization of the early ¢hildhood care and education seems more
likely to happen. The government spends little inoney on human resources and in-service training and much
more on hew institutions, playgrounds and other facilities. Tt is precisely‘becarusé soctety expects our experts'
contributions, we’ have 1o refine the content of early childhood care and education services with cantion,
considering the best interest of the child rather than' just accepting all the reqmrements from sogiety,
expressed by parents and elementary school teachers. .

In thi§ paper, first T would Tike to introduce the presént conditions of eaily childhood care and -education
in Japan, comparing them to professional norms and preconditions in getieral, selected from MeClelland
(1991), Radomski (1986) and .OECD report (2001). Second, I woild like to share' information abont current
issues associated with the professionalization of eatly childhood care and education in Japan. Finally, I would
ke to give recommendations and suggestions for the future.

2. The present condition of early childhood care and education in Japan

Bxamining. the process of professionalization of several human services, MeClelland, C. E. (1991) gives 9
conditions (norms) in; establishing professionat staius, in general. Radomski (1986) lists 14 characteristics of
the eady childhood education profession and analyzes the eomditions mneeded for the progress of
profesdionalivation. of garly childhood educators in the US. The cross-national analysis of OECD (2001}
showed the progress in establishing and promoting early childhood care and education In 12 countriss.

The progress and condition of professionalization of the field in Japan have also been examined by
Kitano (2001; 2004).

2-1. Preparation of early childhood care and education professionals

There are rigid certification and license systems for early childhood -care: and education teachers in Japan.

Though, there is a cross-national trend toward at least a 3-year tertiary degree for early childhood care and
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