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Low Fertility and Governmental Intervention in Korea

Toru Suzuki
(National Institute of Population and Social Security Research)

The first part of this paper attempts a bibliographic survey on fertility decline in the Republic of
Korea. A claim that declining traditional family value is a cause of low fertility is doubtful
considering moderately low fertility in European and Northern American developed countries with
advanced individualism. Some Korean demographers are not aware of the risk to use age-specific
marital fertility rates to evaluate the role of nuptiality. There are few sophisticated quantitative
analyses on the effects of educational cost, the labor market condition and the compatibility between
the family and work.

The second part examines Saeromaji Plan that announced in 2006 to cope with low fertility in
Korea. The full income benefit during the maternity leave and the child credit of pension premium
are worth considering in Japan. The effect of fostering family value is suspicious for the reason
mentioned above. It is estimated that the proportion of mothers using maternity and childcare
leaves is approximately a half or less than in Japan. It is uncertain whether the policies on
compatibility can stop the trend of declining proportion of working mothers. Since child allowance
was not introduced, the governmental budget for pronatal policy is still much lower than Japan and
the United States. It is foreseen that the next Korean government will stay to be small and

sustain neo-liberalistic policies.
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