Environmental and Molecular Mutagenesis 45:000~000 {2005)

Research Article

In Vive Mutagenesis Induced by Benzo[a]pyrene
Instilled Into the Lung of gpt delta Transgenic Mice
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Benzo[a]pytena (Bla}P) is o ubiquitous cirborne
pollutant whose mutagenicity hos been evaluoted
previously by oral and infraperitoneal administra-
fion to experimental animals, In this study, muta-
genesis in the lungs, the target organ of air
pollutants, was examined afier a single iniratro-
cheal instillation of 0~2 mg Bla]P into gpt delta
fransgenic mice. Intratracheal injection of Bla]P
resulted in a stolistically significant and dose-depen-
dent increase in gpt mulont frequency os measured
by 6-thioguanine selection. The mutant frequencies
at B[a]P doses of 0.5, 1, ond 2 mg were 2.8, 4.2,
and 4.8 times higher than the frequency seen in
nonireated mice {0.60 £ 0.13 x 1075). The most
frequent mutations induced by B[a]P freatment were

ry

G:C~+T:A transversions, which are characteristic of
BfalP mutagenesis in other models, and single-base
delstions of G:C bose pairs. To characterize the
hotspots of B[a]P-induced mutations in the gpt gene,
we andlyzed sequences adjacent lo the mutated
G:C base pairs. Guanine bases centered in the
nucleotide sequances CGT, CGA, and CGG were
the most frequent targefs of Bla]P. Our results ind)-
cate that intratracheal instillalion of Bla]P into gpt
delta mice couses o dose-dependent increase in
gp! mutant frequency in the lung, and that the
predominont mulation induced is G:C—T:A frans-
version. Environ. Mol. Mutagen. 45:000-000,
2005. © 2005 Wiley-liss, Inc.
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INTRODUCTION

Benzolalpyrene (B[a]P), one of the most potent muta-
gens in ambient air, is generated by the combustion of
fossil fuels such as occurs in diesel engines and industrial
settings. This polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH),
also a component of cigarette smoke and burned foods, is
carcinogenic in rodent cancer bioassays [Singh et al.,
1998; Iwagawa et al,, 1989], B[a]P is converted to reac-
tive intenmediates, B[a]P diol epoxides. Of these inter-
mediates, benzo[a]pyrene 7,8-diol-9,10-epoxide (BPDE)
is the most mutagenic [Miller et al,, 2000), but all of the
B[«]P diol epoxide enantiomers are carcinogenic in mam-
mals [Buening et al., 1978]. The metabolism of Bla]P is
catalyzed in various tissues by mono-oxygenases of the
cytochrome P-450 (CYP) 1A family, Expression of the
genes encoding these mono-oxygenases is mediated by
the arylhydrocarbon receptor, a ligand-dependent tran-
scription factor to which B[a]P and related PAHs bind.
BPDE and other reactive metabolites are known to fonn

© 2005 Wiley-Liss, Inc,

DNA adducts, predominantly by binding to the exocyclic
amino groups of guanine and adenine [Cosman et al,
1992; Bartsch, 1996]. The metabolites produced in the
lung are qualitatively similar to those found in the liver
and other tissues [Cohen et al., 1976; Prough et al., 1979;
International Programme on Chemical Safety, 19981,
DNA adducts can cause mispairing of DNA bases,
leading to the induction of mutations through the DNA
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BlaP administration. Their Jungs were removed, frozen in liquid nitro-
gen, and stored ut —80°C unlil the DNA was jsoluted,

DNA Isolation and In Vitro Packaging of DNA

High-moleculur-weight genomic DNA was extructed from the lungs
using the RecoverEase DNA Isolation Kit (Stratagene, La Jolia, CA).
Lambda EG10 phages were rescued using Transpack Packaging Extract
{Stratapene).

gpt Mutation Assay

The gpr mutagenesis assay was performed according to previously
described methods [Nohmi et al., 2000). To convert the phuge DNA into
plasmids, E. coli YG6020 expressing Cre recombinase was infected with
the rescued phage. The baclera were then spread onto MS salls plates
containing Cm and 6-TG [Nohmi et al,, 2000}, which were incubated for
72 hr at 37°C for selection of the colonies harboring a plasmid canying
the chloramphenicol acetyltransferase (caf) gene and a mutated gpt gene.
The 6-TG-resistant colonies were siresked onto selection plates for
confirmation of the resistant phenotype. The cells were then cultured in
LB broth containing 25 pg/ml of Cm at 37°C end collected by centrif-
ugation, The bacterial pellets were stored ar —80°C until DNA sequenc-
ing amalysis wus performed. Mumtant frequencies for the gpr gene
were calculated by dividing the number of colonies growing on M9 4
Cm + 6-TG ager plates by the ber of colonies growing on M9 -+
Cm agar plates,

PCR and DNA Sequencing Analysis of 6-TG-Resistant
Mutants

A 739 bp DNA fragment containing the gpt gene was amplitied by PCR
using primer 1 (forward primer: 5"TACCACTTTATCCCGCGTCAGG-3')
and primer 2 (reverse primer: 5-“ACAGGGTTTCGCTCAGGTTTGC-3)
[Nohmi et al., 2000]. The reaction mixture contained § pmole of each pri-
mer and 200 mM of cach dNTP. PCR amplification was carried out using
Ex Tay DNA polymerase (Tekara Bio, Shiga, Japan) and performed with a
Model PTC-100 Thermal Cycler (MJ Research, Waltham, MA). After the
PCR products were purified, sequencing reactions were pesformed by using
a DYEnamic ET Terminator kit (Amersham Biosciences, Piscataway, NJ).
The sequencing primers were primer A (forward primer. 5'-GAGGCA-
GTGCGTAAAAAGAC-3') and primer C (reverse primer: 5'-CTATTG-
TAACCCGCCTGAAG-3') [Nohmi et al., 2000]. The sequencing reaction
products were analyzed on an Applied Biosyatems model 310 genetic ana-
Iyzer (Applied Biosysiems, Foster City, CA).

Statistical Anelysis

All data are expressed as mean £ SD. Statistical significance was eval-
uated using ANOVA and the Scheffe test. P < 0.05 was considered to be
statistically significant, To evaluate the lineusity of the mutant frequency
dose-response, # simple linear regression was performed. A statistical
comparison of mutational spectra was performed using the Adams-Skopek
1est [Adams and Skopek, 1987; Cariello et al., 1994].

RESULTS
gp? Mutaint Frequency in Lung of B[u}P-Treated Mice

To determine the mutagenic effects of BlalP in the lung,
gpt delta transgenic mice were exposed to increasing doses
of B[a]P by intratracheal instillation. The body weights
of mice given 0, 0.5, 1, and 2 mg B[«]P were 23.3 & 0.9,
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Fig. 1. 6-TG-induced mutant (open square) and mutation (filled square)
frequency in the lungs of B[a)P-treated gp/ delta mice. Data are
expressed as mean % SD (n = 3 for the control, 0.5 mg, und | mg
groups; n = 2 for the 2 mg group). Number sign, average data of two
animals. Statistical significance was determined using ANOVA and
the Scheffe test, Significant differences between the control and
B4)P-induced groups are indicated: asterisk, P < 0.05; double asterisk,
P < 0.0); triple ssterisk, P < 0.001.

Mutant and mutation frequency (x107°)

25.0 £ 0.0, 25.0 & 0.6, and 24.5 & 0.5 g, respectively, and
there were no significant differences between the assay
groups. The mutant frequency in the lungs of the control
mice (0 mg Bla]P) was 0.60 £ 0.13 x 1075 (n = 3). Single
injections of 0.5, 1, and 2 mg resulted in increases in the
mutant frequency of approximately 2.8-, 4.2-, and 6.8-fold
(174022 x 1075, n=3; 2.5 £ 0.33 x 107, n = 3; and
41 x 107% n = 2), respectively, compared with the
control mice (Table I). Mutation frequencies calculated
from the mutaat frequencies displayed similar fold in-
creases. Significant differences were observed in the
mutant and mutation frequencies between untreated and
treated mice at the | and 2 mg doses but not at the 0.5 mg
dose. The Bla]P treatment resulted in a significant linear
dose-dependent increase in mutant frequency (2 = 0.88;
P < 0.001; Fig, 1) and mutation frequency (° = 0.82;
P < 001;Fig. 1).

Characleristics of gpt Mutation Spectrum

To determine the spectrum of mutations caused by
B(a]P instilled into the Jung, 131 gpr mutants from the
lungs of treated and control mice were subjected to DNA
sequence analysis (Tables 11 and III). In control mice,
92% (12/13) of total mutations were base substitutions;
G:.C—-C:G and G:C—T:A transversions and G:C—A:T
transitions occusred at nearly equal frequencies. Tn the
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Bla]P-treated group, 44% of the mutations (52/118) were
G:C—T:A transversions, and 14% (16/118) were one-base
deletions. A dose-dependent increase in base deletions
was observed in the range of 0-2 mg Bfa]P, while
G:C—T:A transversions increased with dose at 0.5-1 mg
Bl[a]P, but decreased slightly at 2 mg Bla]P.

The mutational analysis data were used to estimate muta-
tion frequency. Mutations that were isolated more than
once from an individual mouse were considered to be the
result of clonal expansion and counted as a single indepen-
dent mutation. Using this correction, 92% (12/13) of con-
trol mutations were independent, while 74% (87/118) of
mutations from treated mice were independent. For most
types of mutations, independent mutations and total muta-
tions displayed very similar distributions (Table II), and
mutant frequency and mutation frequency had very similar
dose-response relationships (Fig. 1, Table I). Marked differ-
ences between mutant frequency and mutation frequency,
however, were observed for G:C—T:A transversions. The
mutant frequency for G:C—T:A transversion was estimated
to be 0.11 x 1077 (control), 0.61 x 10~ (0.5 mg B[a]P),
1.4 x 10~% (1 mg B(a]P), and 1.3 x 10™° (2 mg B[a]P), as
shown in Figure 2. On the other hand, the mutation fre-
quency for G:C—T:A transversion was estimated to be
0.11,041, 0.69, and 0.82 x 10~ for 0, 0.5, 1, and 2 mg of
B{a]P, respectively. Although different, both the mutation
frequency and muiant frequency for G:C— T:A transversion
increased dose-dependently.

There was a significant difference between the mutation
spectra shown in Table II for untreated mice and mice
treated with 1 mg Bl«]P (P < 0.05). The spectra for mice
treated with 0.5 and 2 mg B[a]P, however, were not signifi-
cantly different from the control spectrum (P = 0.60 and
0.056). Also, there was no significant difference between the
control mutation spectrum and the spectrum of total Bla]P-
induced mutations (P = 0.10) or between. the spectrum of
independent control mulations and either the spectrum of
total B[«}P-induced independent mutations (P = 0.09) or the
spectrum of independent mutations produced by each of the
different doses of Bla)P (P = 0.86, 0.30, and 0.15).

The positions of gpt mutations induced by BlalP are
listed in Table IIl. Among the G:C—T:A transversions
isolated from Bl[a]P-treated inice, five gpi mutations (at
nucleotides 115, 140, 143, 189, and 413) were each
observed in three or more mice; these positions therefore
are potential hotspots for B[a]P mutation. Significant dif-
ferences were observed for the hotspots in untreated and
treated mice (P < 0.05, Adams-Skopek test).

The predominant frameshift mutation in Bla]P-treated
mice was single-base pair deletion of G:C base pairs
(15/16; 94%). Thirty-eight percent of single-base deletions
(6/16) occurred at G:C sites in 5'-TGG-3' sequences, and
the deletion of G:C from a ron of G:Cs occurred in 63%
of —1 frameshifts (10/16; Table 11}, There were, how-
ever, no apparent hotspots for deletion,
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Fig. 2. Comparison of 6-TG-induced mutation spectra (not corrected
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DISCUSSION

To determine the mutant frequency and mutation spec-
trum induced by Bla)P in the lung, B{a]P was administered
directly into the lungs of gpr delta mice. The mutagenicity
of Bla]P has previously been determined in the liver,
spleen, forestomach, and bone marrow using oral adminis-
tration or i.p. injection in the Big Blue mouse [Skopek
et al, 1996; Shane et al, 1997, 2000}, Muta Mouse
[Mientjes et al., 1996; Rompelberg et al., 1996; Hakura
et al., 1998; Kosinska et al., 1999], and the rpsL transgenic
mouse {Muto et al., 1999]. In these reports, the authors did
not determine whether the mutant frequency depended on
the dose of B{a]P except for one study using spleen T-cells
[Skopek et al., 1996]. Our results indicate that the mutant
frequency in the lung increases linearly with the dose of
B[a]P. Therefore, when this compound is directly adminis-
tered to a target organ, the lung, the amount of B[a]P bound
to DNA in the form of a BPDE-DNA adduct appears to be
proportional 10 the dose of Bla]P administered.

Bla]JP administered by intratracheal injection also
causes lung tumors in direct proportion to the total dose
(0-8 mg) [Yoshimoto et al, 1983; Ide et al, 2000;
Tchou-Wong et al,, 2002]. For instance, the incidence
of lung tumors was 39% at a dose¢ of 4 mg Bla]P
[Tchou-Wong et al., 2002]. These data indicate that lung
tumors are induced under the same conditions and with
a similar dose response as gpr mutations in gpt dela
mice. Human B[u«}P intake from air was estimmated by
Raiyani et al. [1993]). On the basis of an average inhala-
tion of 15 m¥ air per day, exposure to B[a]P was calcu-
lated to be 0.19 pg/day in industrial areas [International
Programme on Chemical Safety, 1998]. Therefore, the 1
mg dose of B[a)P used in this repori is equivalent to
the total intake of B[a)P received through inhalation
over 14.4 years (5,263 days).

To analyze the spectrum of mutations caused by BlajP in
the lung, we determined the sequences of mutated gpr genes.
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Abstract

Dioxin concentrations in infant and child were simulated using physiologically based pharmacokinetic (PBPK) models developed for these
groups. The infant model was validated by comparing the simulated concentration with the measured concentration from the literature, and
they showed good agreement. Simulations with our PBPK model showed temporal patterns in concentrations in various tissues. For risk
assessment, estimated concentrations of 29 dioxins in the liver were summed up in a toxic equivalency (TEQ) basis to be compared with
actual 2,3,7,8-TCDD concentrations in rat liver associated with toxicity. Maximum liver concentrations in breast-fed and formula-fed infants
were 16.8 pg TEQ/g and 3.5 pg TEQ/g, respectively. The level in breast-fed infant liver was approximately 1/300 of the leve! associated with
hepatocellular carcinoma and 1/5 of the Jevel found in maternal rat liver associated with alterations in reproductive organs in the next generation.
Based on our analysis, the present contamination level is not safe enough, but further dose-response data is required for a quantitative risk

assessment.
© 2004 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Our diets contain mixtures of dioxins that include
polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins (PCDDs), polychlori-
nated dibenzofurans (PCDFs) and coplanar polychlorinated
biphenyls (CoPCBs) (Fries and Paustenbach, 1990; Guo
et al., 2001). According to a study of total diet in Japan
(Toyoda et al.,, 1999), aduits consume about 152 pg TEQ
(toxic equivalency) of dioxins per day, which is equivalent
to about 2.5pg TEQ/kg BW day (body weight per day).
Since dioxins are lipophilic, they accumulate in the lipid
portion of the body, and high concentrations are found in
breast milk (Abraham et al., 1998; Beck et al., 1994a,b;
Korner et al., 1993; Schecter et al., 1998; Tada et al., 1999),
and the composition of dioxin congeners is different among
countries. Consequently, infants take in more dioxins than
adults on a kilogram body weight basis, and the health
risks associated with this exposure are a public concemn
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(Kreuzer et al.,, 1997; LaKind et al., 2001; Patandin et al.,
1999).

In the risk assessment of dioxins, not only the adminis-
tered dose but also the internal concentration is important
as dosimetry, since accumulation patterns are different
among species. For example, half-lives of dioxins are very
different between rats (20 days) and humans (6-7 years),
so dose-response data in an animal bioassay cannot be di-
rectly used for human risk assessment. When animal data
are utilized, interspecies differences in administration, dis-
tribution, metabolism and excretion (ADME) of a chemical
complicate risk assessments. In these cases, tissue dose (tis-
sue concentration) is more appropriate for route-to-route,
low dose and interspecies extrapolations. The physiolog-
ically based pharmacokinetic (PBPK) model is a useful
tool for estimating these doses (Paustenbach, 2000) since
it can predict tissue levels over time. PBPK models for
2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) have been de-
veloped in mice (Leung et al., 1988), rats (Andersen et al.,
1993; Leung et al., 1989; Wang et al,, 1997), and adult
humans (Kissel and Robarge, 1988; Lawrence and Gobas,
1997).
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Kirman et al. (2000) applied the PBPK model to assess
the brain cancer risk of acrylonitrile and tried to characterize
the dose-response relationship in the target organ (the brain)
using bioassay data. Andersen and Dennison (2001) also
proposed that the tissue dose (lissue concentration) based
on interspecies extrapolation was appropriate for assessing
the risks of environmental .chemicals. Based on these con-
cepts, we analyzed exposure to dioxins through breast milk
and food and the accumulation pattern in the target tissue as
the first step of assessing the health risk of dioxin to human
infant. Estimating tissue levels in infants is difficult because
they grow rapidly and dioxin levels in their tissues change
during the growth period. In addition, the composition of
food materials consumed changes with age, therefore, the
amount of dioxin uptake by infant and child may change
age-dependently, too. To solve this problem, we modified
an adult PBPK model (Maruyama et al., 2003) for infants
and children by introducing equations for time-dependent
changes in tissue weight, amount of consumed milk and food
materials. After validating the model and simulating tissue
levels, the sum of TEQ of 29 dioxins was compared with
actual TCDD concentrations in rat liver associated with hep-
atocellular carcinoma (Kociba et al., 1978) and reproductive
effects (Gray et al., 1995, 1997). We also estimated the peak
time of the concentration to predict the time of occurrence
of possible toxicity.

2. Methods
2.1, Basic equations and parameters for PBPK model

The PBPK models for infant and child are based on a
previous model (Maruyama et al., 2003) for adult human,
and the compartments in the models are liver, kidney, fat,
blood, muscle, richly perfused tissue (brain, spleen and lung)
and skin (Fig. 1).

The mass balance equations used in the model are as
follows.

Kidney, fat, muscle, skin and richly perfused tissue;

dC; _ _  (Chlooa — Ci/Ri)
E‘ - Qz X Gi (1)

Blood:
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the physjological model for humans. For
the infant and child models, the volumes of the compartments increase
time-dependently as described in Section 2.
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Here Q; is blood flow (mL/min), C; is dioxin concentration
(pg/g tissue), G; is tissue weight, and R; is the tissue~blood
partition coefficient for tissue “i”. Cygoq is the dioxin con-
centration in blood.

Blood flow (Q;) is also time-dependent and is expressed as
follows using the blood perfusion rate (P;) (mL/min-g), tis-
sue volume (V;) (mL) and compartment density (d;) (g/mL)
(Kissel and Robarge, 1988). -

Qi=P xV;xd G
Qi = P x Gi{(G; = V; x dp) (5)

Blood flow rates and tissue—blood partition coefficients for
infants were the same as for adults. The compartment den-

(Dtiver X Cliver/ River) + (Qtat % Crat/ Rw) + (Qxidney X Ckidney/Rkidney)
+ (@ouscle X Cruscle/ Rmuscle) 4 (@rich X Crich/ Rrien) + (@skin X Cskin/ Rskin) — Colood X (Qtiver

dChlood _

+ qul + Qkidney + Qmuscle -+ Qrich -+ stin) -+ D x Abs

dt

Ghlood
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Table |

Concentration in breast and formula milk, gastrointestinal absorption (Abs) and daily amount of dioxins taken at age 1, 5, 10, 15 and 20, used to estimate

tissue concentrations in a Japanese infant and child

Concentration Abs (%) Amount of uptake via food (pg TEQ/day) at ages (years)
Breast milk? (pg/g) Formula milk® (pg/g) 1 5 10 15 20

2378-TCDD 0.09 0.005 97 3.28 4.44 8.29 13.7 9.41
12378-PeCDD 0.22 0.02 99 6.09 8.43 13.5 19.9 15.1

123478-HeCDD 0.09 0.03 98 0.78 1.08 1.84 2.85 1.85
123678-HeCDD 0.88 0.04 97 1.03 1.43 2.33 3.50 2.44
123789-HeCDD 0.22 0.02 96 0.68 0.94 1.68 2.70 [.76
1234678-HpCDD 1.10 0.20 86 0.46 0.65 1.09 1.65 1.34
OCDD 1.4 0.32 76 0.03 0.04 0.11 0.20 0.13
2378-TCDF 0.04 0.005 97 0.94 1.28 2.09 3.16 2.86
12378-PeCDF 0.03 0.005 99 0.24 0.32 0.57 0.92 0.73
23478-PeCDF 0.54 0.04 98 5.55 .77 1.7 16.3 13.4

123478-HeCDF 021 0.05 97 110 1.54 245 3,60 2.46
123678-HeCDF 0.42 0.05 97 1.06 1.48 2.35 345 2.32
123789-HeCDF 0.05 0.01 95 0.59 0.80 1.52 2.55 1.67
234678-HeCDF 0.22 0.12 o6 1.79 2.54 3.55 4.60 3.12
1234678-HpCDF 0.25 0.19 87 0.30 0.43 0.59 0.75 0.55
1234789-HpCDF 0.05 0.03 100 0.08 0.11 0.18 0.28 0.19
OCDF 0.22 0.13 95 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01
PCB77 097 0.05 99 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01
PCB81 0.26 0.08 90 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.02
PCBI126 2.65 0.20 99 12.0 16.5 25.6 370 33.6

PCB169 1.12 0.05 99 0.48 0.63 1.10 1.75 1.34
PCBI105 74.7 3.00 99 0.37 0.51 0.77 1.08 1.12
PCB114 20.4 0.50 99 0.22 0.30 0.53 0.85 0.65
PCB118 340 11.0 99 1.38 1.90 2.85 3.99 4.12
PCB123 5.67 0.50 99 0.08 0.10 0.17 0.26 0.23
PCB156 112 1.00 99 0.72 098 1.56 2.29 2.16
PCB157 27.0 0.50 - 99 0.27 0.36 0.62 0.98 0.79
PCB167 37.9 0.50 99 0.02 Q.03 0.04 0.06 0.06
PCB189 8.17 0.50 98 +  0.04 0.05 0.10 0.16 0.12

 Calculated by the authors from blood concentration in Japanese women, measured by the Ministry of Environment, Japan in 1998.
b Calenlated by the authors from dioxin concentration in Japanese cow’s milk, measured by Toyoda et al. (1999).

sities (d;) of liver, kidney, fat, blood, muscle, skin and richly
perfused tissue are 1.04, 1.05, 0.92, 1.06, 1.04, 1.1, and
1.04, respectively. G; is also time-dependent and changes
with age (Age) according to equations given later. The blood
perfusion rates P; (mL/min/g) of liver, kidney, fai, muscle,
richly perfused tissue and skin are set at 0.197, 0.22, 0.018,
0.03, 0.469 and 0.024, respectively, based on blood content
in tissues (Snyder et al., 1974).

D s the daily amount of djoxin uptake and Abs is the in-
testinal absorption rate. D is the sum of uptakes from milk
and food consumed. The uptake from milk (DmiLk) is ex-
pressed by dioxin concentration in breast- or formula milk
(CwmiLk) and the amount of milk ingested (Vmix). VMmiLk
was set in a time-dependent manner as described later.

Dviix = CmiLk X VMmiLk (6)

Gastrointestinal absorption is variable from 70 to 85% de- '

pending upon the lipophilicity of food materials (Neal et al.,
1982). The US EPA sets 50% as the gastrointestinal absorp-
tion for humans (US EPA, 2000), although its reason for
doing so is not clear. In this study, we obtained Abs values

for 29 dioxins from several reports (Dahl et al., 1995; Liem
and Theelen, 1997; McLachlan, 1993). Concentrations in
breast- and formula milk and Abs are listed in Table 1.
The elimination constant from the liver (X}) is set as be-
low, using the lipid content of the liver (Ljyer, 6.5%) and bile
(Lbite, 1.9%), and biliary excretion rate (BILE) (mL/day).

BIL. i
K = E % Lpile N
Liiver %X Viiver

K is the ratio of the amount eliminated from the liver, In this
model, BILE for infant (BILE;,an) changes with the change
of body weight (BW) as described below. BILE for an
adult humap (BILE,q,, ) of 70kg BW is set at 237,6 mL/day
(Snyder et al., 1974).

BILEinfan = BILEgun X (BWinfant/70kg)*® 8)

About urinary excretion, we tried a preliminary calculation
in previous studies (Marnyama et al., 2002, 2003) and found
that the elimination via urine is sufficiently small to be ne-
glected.

The elimination constant of dioxins in the human body
is difficult to determine, since no supporting or quantita-
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tive data, such as concentration of metaboliles in feces or
decrease in the concentration of non-metabolized dioxin in
tissues, are available for humans. Although half-life is of-
ten used for the elimination constant in a one-compartment
model, elimination speed is considered to be different in dif-
ferent tissues and one fixed half-life cannot be applied to
all tissues. Therefore it is not reasonable to use the same
constant (half-life) in the PBPX model. In the previous rat
PBPK models, metabolism of 2,3,7,8-TCDD is considered
to relate to the induction of chtochrome p450s (CYPs) such
as CYP1A1 and CYP1A2, and accumulation of dioxin in the
liver is considered to relate to the binding protein CYPIAZ2
(Andersen et al., 1993; Carrier et al., 19952a,b; Kohn et al.,
1993; US EPA, 2000; Wang et al., 1997). In the rat model, in-
duction rates of CYPs and accumulation of TCDD in rat liver
were set and validated using experimental data (Andersen
et al.,, 1993, 1997; Kohn et al., 1993). However, CYPs do
not give direct information about the amount of metabolite,
and how the term of metabolic elimination is introduced in
the mass balance equation is different among the literature.
According to previous reports, the terms for metabolism and
protein binding can be inserted into Eq. (3) as follows:Liver:

Qiiver X (Colood — Chiiver/ Riiver) = Clliver
AChiver _ X Viiver X K1 + Cbijver — K5 X Cfjjyer

dr Gliver

€]

where Chyver is the concentration of a free form of dioxin,
and Cbyver is a bound form. Kr is a metabolic elim-
ination constant not directly related to the activity of
enzymes (CYPs). Cbyver is divided into three types of
bound form, namely, AhR-TCDD, CYP1A2-TCDD and
CYP1A1-TCDD, and the former two types are the main
contributors.

However, the induction patterns of these proteins by other
dioxin congeners are not known either in experimental ani-
mals or in humans, and no quantitative information is avail-
able about these proteins in the human body. It was not
successful to introduce the same induction and binding con-
stants for rats into our human PBPK model because of lack of
information, and mode! validation was impossible. We need
at least induction speed and dissociation constant of human
CYPs to be introduced into human model. On the other hand,
dioxin concentration in human tissue does not seem high
enough to induce binding protein, as observed in experimen-
tal animals (Andersen et al.,, 1993), and non-metabolized
dioxin levels in human feces were greater than uptake levels
(Schrey et al., 1998; Rohde et al., 1999).

Strictly, elimination of dioxins is considered to be
the summation of (1) degradation to completely differ-
ent compounds, (2) fecal excretion of metabolized and
non-metabolized forms and (3) urinary excretion of me-
tabolized and non-metabolized forms. About dioxin, (1)
is not probable, since dioxins are stable compounds both

in the environment and an animal body, and degradation
has not been reported either for animals or humans. Al-
though metabolism in (2) and (3) is possible by hydroxy-
lation or conjugation and some metabolites of dioxin has
been detected in animals, the metabolites in human feces
and urine have not been reported. About fecal excretion,
dioxin concentration data in rat feces was suggested by
Abraham et al. (1989) and 3-20% of administered diox-
ins (PCDDs and PCDFs) were excreted in feces within 7
days in a non-metabolized form. From these results, we as-
sumed that absorbed dioxin could be excreted in feces in a
non-metabolized form. When the route of dioxin transport
from tissues to feces is considered, an excretion of liver
lipid via bile is reasonable, since dioxins are very lipophilic
and possibly exist in liver lipid or bile lipid. PCDD/Fs and
PCB77, PCB126 and PCB169 are found in human bile, and
the concentration ratios among congeners in bile are quite
similar to the ratios in the liver (Kitamura et al., 1999).

Therefore, in this study, we assumed fecal excretion of a
non-metabolized form via bile excretion as a route of dioxin
elimination. This assumption is reasonable, and the elimi-
nation rate can be validated using simulated and measured
amounts of excreted dioxin in infant feces (Abraham et al.,
1994; Korner et al., 1993). Ideally, fecal excretion is the bal-
ance of non-absorbed dioxins in food and excreted dioxins
via bile. However, these two dioxins cannot be separated
quantitatively because of lack of information in humans.
Re-absorption of dioxins by enterohepatic circulation is not
considered in this model, because of lack of quantitative in-
formation about the 29 kinds of dioxins.

Time-dependency was introduced to corvect for growth in
BW, tissue weight, milk consumption, food consumption and
dioxin-concentration in breast milk. Age-dependent changes
in BW and tissue weight were based on previous report
(Snyder et al., 1974) and introduced to the model. Tissue
weights were set as follows;

For infants: (the unit of age is “week”.)

BW (kg): age x 0.144 + 3.961 M)
Liver (g): BW x 23+ 21.4 (10)
Muscle (kg): BW x 0.25 an
Blood (g): BW x 58.2 4 142 (12)
Fat (kg): BW x 0.11 13)
Kidney (g): BW x 6.2+ 3.8 (14)
Richly perfused tissue (g): BW x 95+ 35 (15)
For children: (the unit of age is “year”.)
BW (kg): age x 2.86 +6.12 (16)
Liver (g): age x 69.6 + 184 a7
Muscle (kg): BW x 0.4 (18)
Blood (g): BW x 90.3 — 26.5 (19)
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Fig. 2. Simulated (lines) for body weight (A and B) and liver weight (C and D) of infants (A and C) and children (B and D) in the model. Circles and

triangles are the actual data obtained from the literature (Snyder et al,, 1974).

Fat (kg): BW x 0.17 0
Kidney (kg): age x 12.6 -+ 46.8 21)
Richly perfused tissue (g): age x 684 1158 (22)

Although actual body and tissue weights do not increase
according to these simple linear equations, body weights
calcvlated with the equation were within the range of ref-
erence weights found in the literature (Snyder et al., 1974)
(Fig. 2A and B) and calculated tissue weights also fitted
the data found in the literature (Fig. 2C and D). BWs for a
1-year-old infant calculated from Eq. (9) (10.8 kg) and from
Eq. (16) (8.98) do not match, due to the difference in the
units of age and slope factors used in the equations. Con-
sidering these preliminary data, we used these equations in
our model for time-dependency of body and tissue weight.

The concentrations of 29 dioxin congeners in Japanese
breast milk used for simulation are listed in Table 1. The
concentrations were calculated based on the blood concen-
tration of Japanese women (Environment Agency, 2000).
The concentration in formula milk was calculated from the
dioxin concentration in cow's milk (Toyoda et al., 1999) and
the lipid content of milk (3.8%). For a breast-fed infant, de-
crease in dioxin concentration in breast milk (CmiLg) was
also taken into account in this model, since studies report a
decrease in dioxin concentration in women’s tissue during
lactation (Abraham et al., 1998; Iida et al., 1999; LaKind
et al., 2001; Schecter et al., 1998).

Cmik = (1 — age x 0.0125) x Co (23)

where Cp is the initia)] dioxin concentration in breast milk
on the Oth week, and the unit of age is weeks.

The amount of milk ingested (VmiLk) (mL) changed with
age (week) as shown in Fig. 3A, according to a report by
Tada et al. (1999). Uptake of dioxin via baby food was cal-
culated from dioxin concentration in Japanese food materi-
als (Toyoda et al., 1999) and food consumption rate via baby
food (Table 2) (Sato et al., 1999). Time-dependent changes

+ of dioxin uptake for an infant via breast milk, formula milk

and baby food are shown in Fig. 3B in a toxic equivalency
basis (pg WHO-TEQ/day). v

The food consumption rates for males between 1 and
20 years of age (Table 2) were calculated based on the
Natjonal Nutrition Survey of Japan (1998). Change in
total uptake amount (pg WHO-TEQ/day) for a man of
1-20 years of age is shown in Fig. 3C, and the uptake
amount of each congener used in the model is listed in
Table 1.

2.2. Simulation of dioxin concentration

The PBPK model was built on Microsoft Excel 2000™
and sequential calculations were performed with an Ex-
cel macro function. Time courses over 48 weeks of the
concentrations of 7 PCDDs, 10 PCDFs and 12 CoPCBs
were simulated. The CoPCBs tested in this study were
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Fig. 3. (A) Daily amount of milk consumption (ml/day) used for simu-
lation. (B) Daily uptake of dioxin (pg WHO-TEQ/day) by infants from
breast milk (solid line), formula milk (broken line) and baby food (solid
line with closed circle). (C) Daily uptake of dioxin (pg WHO-TEQ/day)
for males between the ages of 1-20 years.

3,3',4,4'-tetrachlorobiphenyl (TeCB) (PCB77), 3.4,4',5-
TeCB (PCB81), 3,34.4',5-pentachlorobiphenyl (PeCB)
(PCB126),  3,3.4,4,5,5-hexachlorobiphenyl ~ (HxCB)
(PCB169), 2,3,34,4-PeCB (PCB105), 2,3,4,4',5-PeCB
(PCB114), 2,3',4,4',5-PeCB (PCB118), 2',3,4,4',5-PeCB
(PCB123), 2,3,3'4,4,5-HxCB (PCBI156), 2,3,3 44’5
HxCB (PCB 157), 2,3'.44'55-HxCB (PCB167) and
2,3,3,4,4',5,5'-heptachlorobiphenyl (HpCB) (PCB189).

In this study, we focused on the exposure after birth and
did not consider in utero exposure, and initial concentration
in infant tissue was not set for simulation. In our prelimi-
nary calculation, setting initial concentration resulted in no
apparent difference in tissue concentration. In the prelim-
inary study, initial concentration was calculated using the
dioxin concentration in breast milk and the ratio between
dioxin concentrations in breast milk and fetus (Schecter
et al,, 1995). For children between the ages of 1 and 20
years, simulated tissue concentrations at 48 weeks of age
were used as the initial concentrations.

Table 2
(A) Daily amount of food materials (g/day) assumed for an infant and (B)
assumed daily food consumption (g/day) of children and young people

Food material Age (month)

0-5 56 6-8 9-10 -2

A
Rice and cereals (dry) 0 7.0 26 72 84
Oil and lat 0 0.5 3.0 3.0 3.0
Fruits 0 12 17 35 45
Vegetables 0 23 33 70 50
Fish and shellfish 0 3.8 5.6 9.0 9.9
Meat and eggs 0 33 9.0 26 60
Dairy products 0 28 37 60 90

Age (years)

B (1-6) (7-14) (15-19) (20~29)
Rice and cereals (dry) 102 168 370 338
Oil and fat 6.1 9.0 23.7 21.6
Fruits 59.6 64.3 92.4 77.8
Vegetables and beans 73.0 124 215 224
Fish and seafood 22.9 35.2 64.7 71.4
Meat and eggs 413 683 1539 1392
Milk and dairy prodvct 974 165 146 93.6

Sum (g) 734 1175 1241 811

2.3. Validation

For validation, we simulated tissue concentrations in in-
fants using dioxin concentration in breast milk (Table 3) and
term of nursing (Table 4) and compared the simulated con-
centration to the measured concentration. Ideally, the data
set should include the dioxin concentration data in breast
milk and baby food, the term of breastfeeding, the dioxin
concentration in the infant’s tissue and the age of the infant
at sampling time from a mother and her baby. While this
data set is very difficult to obtain from humans, dioxin con-
centration in breast milk and food are sometimes available
in the literature. Therefore, we prepared the concentration
data sets for validation from different sources. We assumed
that (1) dioxin concentration in maternal breast milk was
similar among people in the same country over 5 years, (2)
materials for baby food were not different between coun-
tries, and (3) the term of breastfeeding and the infant age
at sampling were important for simulation and validation.
We used 10 milk concentrations, simulated dioxin levels in
infant liver, fat and blood, and compared these levels to 10
measured concentrations as listed in Table 4. Dioxin con-
centrations in feces were also used to validate elimination
(Table 4).

2.4. Risk analysis

Since dioxins are lipophilic and accumulate in lipid por-
tions of the body such as fat (adipose), internal concentration
is preferred as dosimetry to evaluate health risk. The US EPA
employed body burden to express internal dioxin level, and
calculated benchmark dose and excess risk using estimated
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Tuble 3
Dioxin concentrations in breast milk used for model simulation and validation
Data sources Abraham (1998) Beck (1994) Korner (1993) Abraham (1994)
Data number Al A2 A3 Ad AS B1, B2 Cl C2 D1 D2
Targeted tissue Blood Liver, fat Feces Feces
2378-TCDD 0.07 0.06 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.02 0.14 0.08 0.06* 0.06
12378-PeCDD 0.20 0.15 0.19 0.20 0.14 0.46 0.59 0.21 0.26 024
123478-HeCDD 0.15 0.12 0.15 0.18 0.13 0.38 0.42 0.18 0.08* 0.08
123678-HeCDD 0.78 0.54 0.65 0.61 0.53 1.79 1.22 0.80 0.80 0.79
123789-HeCDD 0.08 0.07 0.12 0.10 0.10 0.34 048 0.20 0.06* 0.06
1234678-HpCDD 0.39 0.30 0.42 0.89 0.76 1.94 1.26 1.78 0.47 0.50
OoCDD 1.96 1.48 3.89 3.54 5.60 13 4.82 6.86 1.99 2.20
2378-TCDF 0.10 0.05 0.10 0.03 0.03
12378-PeCDF 0.04 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01
23478-PeCDF 0.52 0.35 0.34 0.47 0.30 0.76 0.20 0.45 0.68 0.64
123478-HeCDF 0.14 0.12 0.13 0.17 0.12 0.30 0.28 0.13 0.12 0.12
123678-HeCDF 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.11 0.09 0.30 0.21 0.14 0.12 0.14
123789-HeCDF 0.00 0.01°
234678-HeCDF 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.06 0.04 0.11 0.16 0.07 0.03" 0.02
1234678-HpCDF 0.15 0.35 0.11 0.07 0.20 0.32 0.30 0.26 0.19 0.20
1234789-HpCDF 0.001® 0.001*
OCDF 0.06 0.27 0.14 0.17 0.16
PCB77
PCB81
PCB126 2.79 2.40 3.68 5.36 4.03
PCB169 343 2.76 5.8] 3.50 2.52
PCB105 0.08 0.10 0.16 0.32 0.10
PCB114
PCB118 0.60 0.25 0.84 117 0.66
PCBI123
PCB156
PCB157
PCB167
PCBI189

2 Concentration was set as half of the detection limit.

Table 4

The sources of dioxin concentration in breast milk and tissues, terms of nursing and infant age used for simulation and validation

Data number® Target tissue for validation Data source for milk Data source for ) Term of Sampling age of
: tissues and feces breast-feeding infant (week)
(week)
Al Blood Abrsham (1998) Abraham (1998) 26 49
A2 29 48
A3 30 50
A4 32 52
A5 30 51
Bl Liver Beck (1994b) Beck (1994a) 21 39
B2 Fat 21 39
Cl Liver Beck (1994b) Kreuzer (1997) 6 44
C2 19 19
C3 Fat 6 44
C4 19 19
D1 Fecal excretion Korner (1993) Korner (1993) 3 3
D2 8 8
El Fecal excretion Abraham (1994) Abraham (1994) 20 20
E2 20 20

8 The date numbess corresponds to the numbers in Table 3.
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body burden. The merit of body burden is its convenience,
since it can be calculated using a one-conpartment model
and the half-life of the dioxin. The demerit of body burden is
that it is too simple an indicator and not sufficient to charac-
terize the dose-response relationship in a target organ, and
furthermore body burden cannot fully analyze route-to-route
extrapolation. For example, the concentration of dioxin in
rat liver is higher than the concentration based on lipid con-
tent, when the administered dose is high enough to induce
dioxin-binding proteins in the liver (Abraham et al., 1988).
Thus, body burden is rather an ambiguous indicator of in-
ternal level. Some researchers are still skeptical and request
additional explanation of the use of body burden for inter-
species scaling (US EPA, 2001). In addition, the method of
calculating body burden is not vniform among researchers,
and it is not clear whether body burden is calculated with a
one-compartment model or calculated from measured con-
centration in blood or fat.

In this study, we selected liver concentration as a dose
metric for interspecies extrapolation between animal and hu-
man. This assumption is based on the concept that the same
concentration at the target organ brings the same adverse
effect both for animal tissue and human tissue. For quanti-
tative risk assessment, dose-response data at specific target
organs is required, but these data are not available at present.
Instead, we used the liver concentrations found at LOAEL
(lowest-observed adverse effect level) associated with can-
cer (Kociba et al., 1978; Teeguarden et al., 1999; Tritscher
et al., 1992) and reproductive toxicity (Faqi et al., 1998; Gray
et al., 1995, 1997; Ohsako et al., 2001). Only liver concen-
trations were available as the common exposure marker in
these reports. The liver concentration is often measured in
animals and human and the mechanism of the cancer promo-
tion activity of dioxins is well studied in the liver (Tritscher
et al., 1992).

The relative risk of dioxin uptake for Japanese infants
was calculated by comparing the simulated dioxin concen-
tration in the infant liver to the measured concentration data
in rat liver that showed abnormalities in previous reports
{Table 5). The reason why we selected these four pieces
of literature for toxicity data was that the liver concentra-
tions were available in the same application dose conditions.
Kociba’s study is on cancer effect, Teeguarden’s study is on
cancer promotion activity, and the others are on non-cancer
effects. Kirman et al. characterized the dose-response rela-
tionship for brain cancer risk by acrylonitrile at the target
organ, and the brain concentrations were estimated with a
PBPK model and application dose in the literature. In this
study, intended to improve risk assessment, we used tem-
poral concentration at a target organ. Area under the con-
centration curve (AUC) is often used to assess cancer risk,
however, we simply calculate risk as the ratio of measured
concentration in animal tissue and estimated concentration
in human tissue, because of lack of supporting information
about the relationship between cancer formation and the du-

ration of exposure to dioxin.

Tuble §
2,3,7.8-TCDD doses with which toxic responses were observed in rals

2,3,7,8-TCDD in
liver (pg/g)
Alteration in porphyrin 5100
metabolism, squamous
carcinoma,
hepatocellular
carcinoma (rat)
Teeguarden (1999)  Promotion of hepatic 1670"
foci in a DEN-treated
rat's liver,
Reduced sperm

Kociba (1978)

Faqgi (1998) 75 (maternal, GD21)
nomber (rat) 240 (fetal, weaning)
Reproductive toxicity 368° (maternal), 6.2°

to male offspring (rat) (fetal)
“ Liver concentration was obtained from Tritscher’s report (1992).
b Liver concentrations were measured by Hurst et al. (2000) after
dosage of the same amount of dioxin.

Gray (1997)

In this study, for the sum of toxic equivalencies (TEQs) of
29 kinds of dioxin congeners, we use two Kinds of different
TEQs based on different toxicity equivalent factors (TEFs).
WHO-TEQ is calculated using WHO-TEF (Van den Berg
et al,, 1998). H4IIE-TEQ is calculated using H4IIE-TEF,
which is based on an ethoxyresorufin-O-deethylase (EROD)
activity assay using the H4IIE rat hepatoma cell line (Giesy
et al., 1997). EROD activity is considered to be parallel
to many toxic effects by dioxin-like compounds. Although
WHO-TEF is well recognized to express the total toxicity
of dioxin congeners, we did not use it, since WHO-TEF is
based on administered dose and does not even distinguish
the difference in half-lives between rodents and humans.
WHO- and H4IIE-TEF values are listed in Table 6.

3. Resulis
3.1, Dioxin uprake for infant and child

The uptakes of dioxin by infants and males, as calculated
in the WHO-TEQ basis, are shown in Fig. 3B and C, respec-
tively. Uptake increased from age 1-20 years but decreased
with age when calculated per kilogram-body weight basis
(data not shown). Maximum uptake by a man of 1-20 years
of age was 4.4 pg TEQ/kg BW day.

The maximum amount of dioxin uptake from breast milk
was 960pg TEQ/day in the 4th week. This amount was
equivalent to 212 pg WHO-TEQrkg BW day, which was ap-
proximately 80 times more than the adult’s daily uptake
(2.54 pg TEQ/kg BW day). The maximum uptake from for-
mula milk was 88.2pg TEQ/day, which is equivalent to
19.4 pg TEQ/kg BW day and approximately 8 times more
than the uptake for adults. The uptake from baby food started
from 6.74pg TEQ/day (1.03 pg TEQ/kg BW day) on the
16th week and continuously increased to 40.9 pg TEQ/day
on the 48th week (3.76 pg TEQ/kg BW day) as shown in
Fig. 3B. Dioxin uptake from breast milk decreased after
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Table 6

Toxic equivalent factors (TEQ) based on CYPIAI induction using raf
hepatoma cell-linc (H41IE-TEF) (Gicsy et al., 1997) and WHO-TEF (Van
den Berg et al., 1998}

H4lJE-TEF WHO-TEF
2378-TCDD 1.0 1.0
12378-PeCDD 42 % 107! 1.0
123478-HeCDD 83 x 102 1.0 % 107!
123678-HeCDD 24 x 1072 1.0 x 1077
123789-HeCDD 34 x 1072 1.0 x 107!
1234678-HpCDD 23 x 1072 1.0 % 1072
0cbD 54 x 1074 1.0 x 1074
2378-TCDF 2.0 x 10~ 1.0 x 107}
12378-PeCDF 2.0 x 107! 5.0 x 1072
23478-PeCDF 2.8 x 107! 5.0 x 10~!
123478-HeCDF 2.0 x 10~2 1.0 x 10~
123678-HeCDF 6.0 x 107! 1.0 x 1071
123789-HeCDF 2.0 x 107! 1.0 x 107!
234678-HeCDF 3.0 x 107! 1.0 x 107!
1234678-HpCDF 3.0 x 10~! 1.0 x 1072
1234789-HpCDF 2.0 x 1072 1.0 x 1072
OCDF 0 1.0 x 10~¢
PCB 77 1.9 x 1077 1.0 x 1074
PCB 81 1.8 x 10°3 1.0 x 10~
PCB 126 2.2 x 1072 1.0 x 1071
PCB 169 47 x 1074 10 x 1072
PCBI105 12 x 10798 1.0 x 1074
PCB114 3.5 x 1077 50 x 107
PCB118 1.0 x 1077 1.0 x 1074
PCB123 8.0 x 107 1.0 x 107*
PCBI156 9.0 x 1078 50 x 1074
PCB157 5.5 x 1073 5.0 % 10~
PCB167 L5 x 1075 10 x 1073
PCB189 10 x 1075 1.0 x 104

reaching a peak at the 4-5th week (Fig. 3A), because of
the decrease in both of the amount of milk ingested and
the dioxin concentration in breast milk. On the 48th week,
the infant’s body weight was approximately 10.8 kg, and the
‘total dioxin uptake for the breast- and formula-fed infants
were 21.8 and 7.7 pg TEQ/ kg BW day, respectively.
Among the 29 dioxin congeners tested, the dominant
contributors to dioxin uptake (pg TEQ/day) for breast-fed
infants were 2,3,7,8-TCDD (5.78%), 1,2,3,7,8-PeCDD
(24.5%), 1,2,3,6,7,8-HxCDD (9.4%), 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF
(17.6%), PCB126 (25.5%) and PCB118 (4.6%) (data not
shown), Most of these dioxins were also dominant contrib-
utors to dioxin uptake for adults (Maruyama et al., 2002).

3.2. Simulation of tissue concentrations

Tissue concentrations were simulated for 29 dioxin con-
geners, and examples of 2,3,7,8-TCDD are shown in Fig. 4,
The patterns of change in concentrations were similar among
congeners, and the concentrations varied between tissues
(data not shown). The concentration of 2,3,7,8-TCDD in the
liver, kidney, blood and richly perfused tissue peaked on
the 14th, 15th, 12th and 13th week, respectively (Fig. 4A,
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Fig. 4. Simulated concentrations (pg WHO-TEQ/g) of 2,3,7,8-TCDD in
breast-fed (solid line) and formula-fed (broken line) infant liver (A),
kidney (B), fat (C), blood (D), muscle (E) and richly perfused tissue (F).

B, E, F). The simulated concentrations increased contin-
vously in fat and muscle both for breast and formula-fed
infants (Fig. 4C and D). In breast-fed infants, the maxi-
mum concentrations of 2,3,7,8-TCDD in tissues (pg/g) were
1.4 Qliver), 1.8 (kidney), 1.6 (fat), 0.6 (blood), 2.2 (mus-
cle) and 2.5 (richly). The corresponding concentrations in
formula-fed infants were 0.1 (liver), 0.12 (kidney), 0.15 (fat),
0.04 (blood), 0.21 (muscle) and 0.17 (richly). The average
tissue concentrations of 2,3,7,8-TCDD (pg/g) in a breast-fed
infant in a year were 1.0 (liver), 1.3 (kidney), 1.1 (fat), 0.43
(blood), 1.5 (muscle), and 1.7 (rvichly). These results sug-
gest that the time-dependent change in concentration is quite
different among different tissues, and it is important to es-
timate dioxin concentration in the target organ in the risk
assessment process.

3.3. Model validation

Dioxin concentrations in infant liver and blood were sim-
ulated using our model and the set of milk concentration
data from publications (Table 3). Data source and simulation
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Table 7
Simulated (Sim) and measured (Mes) concentrations in infant blood

Al A2 A3 A4 AS

Sim Mes Sim Mes Sim Mes Sin Mes Sim Mes
2378-TCDD 0.08 0.02 0.07 0.01 0.07 0.02 0.10 0.02 0.06 0.0l
12378-PeCDD 0.20 0.05 0.17 0.01 022 0.06 0.24 0.03 Q.17 0.03
123478-HeCDD 0.26 0.04 0.25 0.01 0.29 0.06 0.37 0.00 (.26 0.04
123678-HeCDD 0.71 0.19 0.56 0.05 0.68 0.21 0.68 0.10 0.57 0.15
123789-HeCDD 0.09 0.03 0.08 0.01 0.13 0.05 0.11 0.02 0.11 0.05
1234678-HpCDD 0.53 0.11 0.49 0.13 0.62 0.26 1.11 0.08 0.93 0.16
oCDD 2.82 0.67 2.59 1.04 4,75 1.06 4,66 0.45 6.27 1.94
2378-TCDF
12378-PeCDF
23478-PeCDF 0.31 0.10 0.26 0.03 0.26 0.14 0.35 0.04 0.24 0.08
123478-HeCDF 0.23 0.04 0.23 0.02 0.24 0.05 0.31 0.04 0.23 0.04
123678-HeCDF 0.14 0.04 0.13 0.0] 0.14 0.04 0.16 0.02 0.14 0.04
123789-HeCDF
234678-HeCDF 0.27 0.02 0.28 0.0 0.28 0.02 0.35 0.01 0.29 0.m
1234678-HpCDF 0.43 0.06 0.65 0.04 0.41 0.04 0.37 0.02 0.50 0.10
1234789-HpCDF
OCDF
PCB77
PCB81
PCB126 4.82 1.29 4.64 0.21 7.02 1.68 10.6 0.51 7.64 0.64
PCB169 6.00 122 5.40 0.06 115 0.67 744 0.40 5.10 0.34
PCB105
PCBi14
PCBI118
PCBI123
PCB156
PCB157
PCBI167
pCB189

Measured concentration data are from American infants (Abraham et al., 1998).

conditions such as nursing term and point of sampling are
listed in Table 4. The uptake of dioxin from baby food was
based on Japanese babies and variations in food consump-
tion behavior of babies in other countries were not included.
Simulated concentrations were compared to the measured
concentration data listed in Table 4.

Simulated and measured blood concentrations in Amer-
ican infants are listed in Table 7. In most of the con-
geners, simulated concentrations are 2-10 times larger
than corresponding measured concentrations, except
2,3,4,6,7,8-HeCDF, 1,2,3,4,6,7,8-HpCDF, PCB126 and
PCB169. In simulating adult tissue concentration, our
model tends to overestimate 2,3,4,6,7,.8-HeCDF concen-
tration, and sometimes overestimate 1,2,3,4,6,7,8-HpCDF
concentration, too. The overestimations for PCB126 and
PCB169 are probably because these congeners are found
in high concentration in Japanese fish and the uptake level
from baby food was too high for American infants.

Simulated and measured concentrations in liver and fat
are listed in Tables 8 and 9. In Table 8, simulated concen-
trations were within the range of measured concentrations
in liver and fat, except that 4 simulated congeners in liver

were overestimated. In Table 9, 90% of the ratios of simu-
lated/measured concentrations were 0.1-10. From these re-
sults, our simulation data seems to show good agreement
with the data in the literature.

The amounts of dioxin in infant feces are calculated
as “Cliver X Viver X Ki”, and simulated and measured
amounts in feces are listed in Table 10. The purpose of this
simulation is to see whether the elimination route we set
in our model can reasonably explain the actual elimination
of dioxin in humans. A similar method for elimination via
biliary excretion was also used in a previous model and val-
idated in the literature (Kreuzer et al., 1997). In Table 10,
we severely overestimated some data for 8 congeners
(2,3,7,8-TCDD, 1,2,3,7,8-PeCDD, 1,2,3,4,7,8-PeCDD and
1,2,3,6,7,8-HeCDD), but most of the ratios between sim-
ulated and measured amounts are within the range 0.1-10
suggesting good agreement. From these results, our as-
sumption of elimination route seems acceptable, although
it might only work under the condition of the present level
being low-dose and slow-elimination, and it might cause
severe underestimation in an accidental high exposure. This
assumption was similar to that by Kreuzer et al., and they
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Table 8
Stmulated (Sim) and measured (Mes) concentrations in infant liver (B1) and fat (B2)

B1 (liver) B2 (fat)

Sim Mes Sim Mes

Avr Min Max Avr Min Max

2378-TCDD 0.29 0.11 0.03 0.30 0.37 1.0] 0.17 335
12378-PeCDD 6.22 0.34 0.07 091 7.26 3.89 0.34 12.0
123478-HeCDD 6.67 0.43 0.08 1.11 7.19 2.52 0.26 7.91
123678-HeCDD 27.5 1.24 0.20 3.51 30.1 12.2 1.81 318
123789-HeCDD 2,76 0.39 0.09 1.04 2.56 2.93 0.69 8.17
1234678-HpCDD 18.3 749 1.30 25.7 17.8 154 4.39 49.0
OCDD 108 79.4 24.4 190 99.1 97.9 37.0 293
2378-TCDF 1.57 0.11 0.07 0.20 1.78 1.00 0.43 2.67
12378-PeCDF 0.53 0.10 0.07 0.13 0.56 0.43 0.43 0.43
23478-PeCDF 10.5 1.47 0.21 5.33 119 . 7.44 1.38 284
123478-HeCDF 4.30 1.76 0.13 6.96 4.39 3,77 0.86 10.3
123678-HeCDF 4.18 1.96 0.19 5.53 4.93 2.38 0.60 8.00
123789-HeCDF
234678-HeCDF 1.51 0.38 0.07 0.98 232 0.92 0.26 2.58
1234678-HpCDF 4.42 324 0.26 11.0 5.43 4.47 0.86 103
1234789-HpCDF
OCDF 1.00 0.59 0.29 0.98 1.03 0.51 0.43 1.03

Measured data are from German infant tissues (Beck et al., 1994). Average (avr), mininium (min) and maximum (max) values were calculated by the

authors based on the concentrations in the Jiteratuse,

also validated their model by comparing simulated concen-
trations in liver, fat and feces to the corresponding tissue
concentrations in previous reports (Kreuzer et al., 1997). We
used the same assumption in an adult model and the model
was validated using adult liver concentration (Maruyama
2et al., 2003). However, it is advantageous to validate it in
an infant model, since the contribution of the background
level in the liver is sufficiently low to be neglected in
infants.

3.4. Effect of breastfeeding on the tissue concentrations in
young people

To investigate the effect of breast milk on the tissue
concentration in children, we simulated the time-course of
dioxin concentrations for males of 1-20 years of age. Differ-
ent model parameters were used for children, as described
in Section 2. The calculated final concentrations in infant
tissues were used as the initial concentrations in 1-year-old

Table 9
Simulated (Sim) and measured (Mes) concentrations in infant liver (C1, C2) and fat (C3, C4)

Ci C2 C3 C4

Sim Mes Sim Mes Sim Mes Sim Mes
2378-TCDD 0.10 0,04 0.23 0.36 1.60 0.1] 3.12 0.28
12378-PeCDD 0.53 0.3} 0.76 7.86 6.16 1.82 9.04 5.54
123478-HeCDD 0.58 0.52 0.71 8.24 4.40 1.87 7.60 5.54
123678-HeCDD 1.82 1.29 0.29 359 249 7.13 44.9 237
123789-HeCDD 0.38 0.28 0.84 3.07 3.36 0.76 10.8 1.91
1234678-HpCDD 123 1.60 7.20 20.7 14.1 5.08 61.6 131
OCDD 64.7 10.7 40.7 121 60.1 28.5 202 73.2
2378-TCDF 0.06 0.20 0.13 1.93 044 0.49 1.44 1.38
12378-PeCDF 0.07 .08 0.05 0.62 0.70 0.17 0.48 .42
23478-PeCDF 313 042 1.66 14.1 128 2.74 14.6 9.44
123478-HeCDF 4.01 0.39 0.88 5.10 4.24 1.20 6.00 3.28
123678-HeCDF 4.90 0.31 0.56 5.72 3.28 1.15 5.44 4.00
123789-HeCDF 0.01 0.04 0.06 0.00 0.04 0.04 0.10 0.00
234678-HeCDF 113 0.36 0.25 1.69 1.28 0.81 1.92 1.67
1234678-HpCDF 5.28 0.81 0.98 5.60 3.84 1.47 7.84 4,01
1234789-HpCDF 0.41 0.13 0.14 0.02 0.04 0.07 0.23 0.00
OCDF 1.00 047 0.70 [.10 1.12 0.46 1.76 0.74

Meusured data are from German infant tissues (Kreuzer et al., 1997),
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Table 10
Simulated (Sim) and measured (Mes) amounts excreted (pg/day) in infant feces

D1 D2 El E2

Sim Mes Sim Mes Sim Mes Sim Mes
2378-TCDD 6.18 0.63 9.40 1.34 5.63 1.18 3.25 1.64
12378-PeCDD 26.6 1.47 27.6 2.70 13.7 7.28 12,9 5.58
123478-HeCDD 23.7 1.85 31.2 7.07 7.78 4.06 7.65 3.45
123678-HeCDD 65.6 5.74 134 15.0 47.1 337 46.7 29.5
123789-HeCDD 16.1 2,99 14,1 7.90 2.47 6.79 2,59 6.17
1234678-HpCDD 39.9 134 137 88.2 26.0 96.3 26.9 110
OCDD 135 130 456 746 125 1118 130 984
2378-TCDF 2.96 1.87 17.0 3.52 3.86 1.61 4.12 1.37
12378-PeCDF 0.48 0.34 2.46 0.56 1.71 0.67 1.72 0.73
23478-PeCDF 9.95 1.39 69.4 6.85 37.6 15.2 355 11.9
123478-HeCDF 12.0 0.62 15.8 5.45 9.61 7.14 9.53 8.70
123678-HeCDF 11.9 1.16 24.9 4,70 10.6 8.91 11.7 6.71
123789-HeCDFR 0.10 0.12 0.41 0.75
234678-HeCDF 6.23 1.20 7.62 4.04 7.47 2.19 7.22 2.21
1234678-HpCDF 14.9 4.14 389 8.27 23.8 46.6 243 36.1
1234789-HpCDF 0.03 0.13 1.35 0.93
OCDF 18.5 259 179 27.3

Measured data are from German (Korner et al.,, 1993) (DI and D2) and American (Abraham et al., 1994) (El and E2) infants.

children’s tissues. Simulated liver, fat and blood concen-
trations of breast-fed and formula-fed children’s tissues
were compared to the concentration range in corresponding
adult tissues (Fig. 5). The high concentration that resulted
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Fig. 5. Simulated liver (A), fat (B) and blood (C) concentrations for a
man of 0-20 years of age. Solid lines are concentrations of breast-fed
infant, and broken lines are those of formwla-fed infant, Bars with a circle
are the ranges of measured concentration in Japanese adults, The circle
indicates the mean concentration,

Concentration (pg /g)

from breast milk decreased rapidly after milk ingestion was
stopped. The difference in concentration between breast-fed
and formula-fed infants disappeared in 5~10 years in all tis-
sues except fat. This is partly due to the decrease in dioxin
uptake and the dilution of tissue concentration because of
gaining of weight, Simulated concentration in the infant
liver had a temporal high level at age 1 and this level was
the same level as the maximum of the adult liver concentra-
tion range (Fig. 5A). The simulated concentration in infant
fat was lower than the measured concentration in adult fat
(Fig. 5B), while simulated infant blood concentration was
more than 10 times higher than adult blood concentration
(Fig. 5C). From these results, the ratios between adult and
infant tissue concentrations are variable depending on each
tissue. About the liver concentration, the level in infant liver
seems to be in the range of that in adult liver, suggesting
that the toxic effect to infant may not be severer than that
to adult.

3.5. Risk analysis of human infant

Kirman et al. (2000) proposed an improved method for
cancer dose response characterization. Their approach is
more sophisticated than the historical cancer slope fac-
tors used by the US EPA, since the method of Kirman
is based on a mechanistic approach and the PBPK model
is applied for route-to-route extrapolation. They showed
that the pooled bioassay data could be utilized to obtain
a dose-response model along with a PBPK model and
applied their method to characterize the dose-response of
acrylonitrile on brain tumors. Ayotte et al. simulated con-
centrations of 2,3,7,8-TCDD, PCB77, 126 and 169 in liver
and fat in human infant, using a three-compartment model
established by Carier et al. (1995a,b), and compared simu-
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lated Jiver concentration in a human infant to the measured
liver concentration in a rat carrying liver cancer as reported
in Kociba’s study.

Aiming at a similar approach, we tried to estimate dioxin
concentration in the target organ using a human PBPK
model. In this study, we focused on the infant liver, since
concentration data are usually available for blood, fat and
liver in the literature, and the relationship between dioxin
exposure and the formation of hepatic foci in liver is stud-
ied from the mechanistic point of view (Pitot et al., 1980;
Portier et al.,, 1996; Tritscher et al., 1992). Although the
liver concentration may not be appropriate dosimetry for
non-cancer risk such as immune toxicity and developmen-
tal toxicity, we used the liver concentration to non-cancer
assessinent,

To analyze the relative risk of dioxins in breast-fed in-
fants, we compared simulated liver concentrations in human
infants and adults with the concentrations that were associ-
ated with toxicity in rats (Table 5). Relative risk values were
calculated as the ratios of liver concentrations between rat
and human.

Simulated maximum, minimum and mean concentra-
tions for a breast-fed infant were 16.8, 0.95 and 11.5pg

 H4IIE-TEQ/g tissue, respectively, The maximum, minimum
and mean concentrations for a formula-fed infant were
3.51, 0.18 and 2.89 pg H4IIE-TEQ/g tissue, respectively.
In Kociba’s report, liver concentration of 2,3,7,8-TCDD
in a rat with liver cancer was 24,000 pg/g (= 24,000 pg
H41IE-TEQ/g), and liver concentration in a rat with liver
lesions (related to liver cancer) was 5100pg/g (= 5100 pg
HA4IIE-TEQ/g). Therefore, we selected 5100 pg/g as a
LOAEL for liver cancer, and the relative risk to breast-fed
and formula-fed infants were approximately 1/300 and
171460, respectively. Teeguarden et al. (1999) reported
cancer promotion activity of 2,3,7,8-TCDD in diethylni-
trosoamine (DEN)-treated rat. In their report, formation of
altered hepatic foci increased at dose 10ng/kg BW day,
biweekly intraperitoneal administration after partial hepate-
ctomy. According to Tritscher’s study (1992) liver concen-
tration after biweekly oral administration at dose 10.7 ng/kg
BW day was 1.67 ng/g tissue. From these data, the LOAEL
of liver concentration for cancer promotion activity is
1670 pg/g, although the routes of dioxin administration to
rats are different in Teeguarden’s and Tritscher’s studies.
Relative risks for cancer promotion from this concentration
were 1/100 and 1/480 for breast- and formula fed infants,
respectively.

About non-cancer risks, there are fewer concentration
data sufficient for risk assessment. Faqi et al. reported a re-
duction in sperm number in pups whose mother received
25ng/kgBW of initial dose and 5 ng/kgBW of weekly main-
tenance dose (Faqi et al., 1998), and they suggested liver
concentrations in maternal (75 pg/g) and offspring (240 ng/g)
liver. Gray et al. reported that 1 ug/kgBW of TCDD ad-
ministration at gestational day 15 (GD15) caused reduction
of fertility in the next generation (Gray et al., 1995) and

50ng/kgBW of TCDD administration at GD15 caused de-
layed eye opening and reduction of sperm number in the
next generation (Gray et al., 1997), Hurst measured maternal
and fetal liver concentrations after the same TCDD admin-
istration to a pregnant rat as in Gray’s study (Hurst et al.,
2000), and the maternal and fetal liver concentrations were
368 and 6.2 pg/g, respectively.

The relative risks of reproductive toxicity calculated from
maternal liver concentration in Faqi's study were 1/5 and
1/21 for breast- and formula fed infants, respectively, and the
risks calculated using Gray’s data were approximately 1/22
and 1/105 for breast- and formula fed infant, respectively.
According to these results, the internal level for human infant
may be close to the level in rat associated to reproductive
risk.

Although it seems inappropriate to compare the concen-
tration in human infant to the concentration in adult rat, there
is no other concentration data available for better reference.
Gray’s and Ohsako’s studies should be referred in assess-
ing reproductive toxicity, since the present TDI of dioxin is
based on the dose in their reports. When the simulated liver
concentration in human aged 17-20 (1.0 pg H41IE-TEQ/g)
is referred to the maternal concentration in Gray’s study,
the relative risk is reduced to 1/368. This is considerably
low and seems inconsistent with the ratios between TDI
(4pg TEQ/kg BW day) and the present uptake level (2 pg
TEQ/kg BW day). There is no other report on toxicity ver-
sus internal concentration in rat infant. To determine the risk
level quantitatively, critical age, target tissue and the tissue
concentration are required both for animals and humans,

4, Discussion

Some researchers have estimated the internal concentra-
tion in a human infant using mathematical models. Most
of those models are one to three compartment models, and
the obtained results are body burden or the concentrations
in fat and liver. An advantage of our model is that seven
compartments are taken into account and detailed concen-
tration changes in vatious target tissues are available. For
example, the previous models did not estimate concentra-
tion in brain or reproductive organs, although we need to
consider these tissue as the target organs for neurotoxicity
and reproductive toxicity. We set richly perfused tissue as a
substitute for lung, brain and spleen, and this concentration
can be substituted for the concentration in reproductive or-
gans, since measured concentrations in the human brain are
similar to those in the human ovary and testis (Environment
Agency, 2000). A demerit of our model is that it might not
estimate liver concentration fully after accidental high expo-
sure, because our model Jacks a component for induction of
binding protein in the liver. If sufficient information about
the concentrations of CYP1Al and CYPIA2 in the human
liver is available, this parameter can be introduced in our
model.
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We have presented only simulation patterns of 2,3,7,8-
TCDD in our figures, but concentrations of all 29 dioxin con-
geners were studied and their time-dependent patterns were
similar to those observed in 2,3,7,8-TCDD concentration
(data not shown). Our simulated pattern of time-dependent
change in tissue concentration is similar to the patterns ob-
served in infant body burden and tissue concentration in
previous reports (Ayotte et al., 1996; Kreuzer et al., 1997;
Lakind et al., 2000). Ayotte et al. simulated liver and fat
concentration of 2,3,7,8-TCDD, and their simulated concen-
tration in liver in the WHO-TEQ basis had a peak at age
I and decreased to the lowest level at age 10. According
to our resulls, decrease in concentration to the basal level
was observed at an early age (age five), and this is proba-
bly because of a difference in method of calculation from
that in the model used by Ayotte et al. Using their estima-
tion, Ayotte et al. compared the simulated liver concentra-
tion to the measured concentrations in rat liver in Kociba’s
study for cancer risk assessment. A similar risk assessment
method using tissue concentration was proposed by Kirman
et al. (2000), and Kirman characterized the dose-response
relationship of acrylonitrile on brain tumors.

In the risk assessment, no-observed adverse effect level
(NOAEL) is generally used to set tolerable daily intake
(TDI) or the margin of exposure (MOE). Safety factor (usu-
ally 3-10) is also taken into account, and the risk is calcu-
lated by present exposure times safety factor divided by TDL.
This assessment result means that how far the present ex-
posure is from NOAEL and safe. In the case of dioxins, the
present level may not be sufficiently safe especially for the
next generation according to the NOAEL obtained from an-
imal studies (Gray et al., 1995; Ohsako et al., 2001). There-
fore it may not be practical to calculate a margin of “safety”
using NOAEL. We are trying to calculate the probability of
suffering a toxic effect using the LOAEL found in the liter-
ature, The probability of toxicity indicates how dangerous
the present level is. Its merit is that we can know and char-
acterize risk potential and prepare for a probable toxic effect
in the future. It can also suggest quantitative information to
risk management using risk/benefit and cost/benefit analy-
sis, since this kind of information can be useful to calculate
the social cost.

The schematic view of risk characterization is shown in
Fig. 6. For quantitative risk assessment, accurate interspecies
extrapolation and route-to-route extrapolation should be per-
formed based on the concentration at the target organ (Tissue
A). Route-to-route extrapolation and interspecies extrapo-
lation are often required, since available bioassay data are
not usually uniform in their route and term of exposure or
dose level. For this purpose, the PBPK model is most ap-
propriate to estimate concentrations not only in Tissue A

but other tissues for pool or elimination of the compound
(tissue B, C, etc.). Dose-response characterization should
be analyzed at the target organ, and unit risk or excess
risk can be calculated using the benchmark dose method
(Crump, 1995). ’
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Fig. 6. Schematic diagram of quantitative risk assessment of dioxin to
humans. Tissue A indicates the target organ in which dose versus toxic
response should be considered based on a mechanistic model. Tissues
B and C are non-target but important tissues to consider ADME. Shad-
owed areas (tissue A) are rat and human livers in this study, ROUTE-1
is interspecies extrapolation based on the administered dose of dioxin,
ROUTE-2 is interspecies extrapolation based on tissue dose, which is
measured or estimated with the PBPK model. ROUTE-3 is the method
used for calculating unit risk or slope factor.

Historically, in risk assessment for humans, unit risk (unit
dose versus excess risk) was obtained from epidemiology
data and risk (probability of adverse effect) is calculated by
multiplying unit risk and exposure (dose) level. The demerit
of using epidemiology data is that too many unknown fac-
tors are included in the data and they cannot be separable
from the effect of the target chemical. If the interspecies ex-
trapolation method is reliable and dose-response data at the
target organ is available, bioassay-based assessment is more
accurate for predicting health risks to humans. In ROUTE-]
(Fig. 6), uncertainty is apparently larger than in ROUTE-2,
since interspecies differences such as half-life and tissue vol-
umes are not taken into account. The US EPA calculated the
cancer slope factor for dioxin using body burden of exper-
imental animals and benchmark dose (BMD) in their final
report (US EPA, 2000). This is an intermediate method be-
tween ROUTE-1 and RQUTE-2, since body burden is a kind
of tissue dose approved by EPA. We tried to improve the
EPA’s method, by introducing tissue dose estimated with
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our PBPK model in this study, although our results are still
not sufficient for quantitative risk assessment.

Risk assessment for infant and child has been tried by
several researchers using epidemiology data. For example,
Rogan et al. (1991) analyzed the cancer risk of infants and
found no clear differences between breast- and formula-fed
infants. Pluim et al. (1994) reported a difference in infant
plasma aminotransferase levels. Nagayama et al. (1998)
reported different thyroid hormone levels in Japanese
breast-fed infants, although their results seem unclear.
Hoover (1999) assessed the health risk to infants using an
exposure analysis of organochlorines that included dioxins
and PCBs. Despite these studies, differences in health sta-
tus between breast-fed and formula-fed infants are still not
clear, probably because the present contamination level is
not severe enough to make a distinct difference between
exposed and unexposed groups in an epidemiology study.
Bioassay-based risk assessment is more sensitive for detect-
ing a subtle adverse effect, but the absence of appropriate
methodologies for interspecies extrapolation is a critical
point at present.

Ouvr model can be applied to assessing quantitative health
risks to humans, but information about the toxicity of dioxin
to humans is still limited in quantity, especially on infants
and children. For example, the cumulative exposure of a
chemical is taken into account on cancer risk and the area
under the concentration curve (AUC) is used as dosimetry,
while AUC is not used in non-cancer assessment, In the case
of dioxins, the relationships are not known quantitatively be-
tween effect and dose, AUC and tissue concentration. In or-
der to assess health risk quantitatively, we need information
concerning (1) the amount of chemical at the target tissue,
(2) time of exposure and (3) doses that cause toxicity.

Nevertheless, our PBPK model distinguished different
temporal patterns of dioxin concentration among tissues,
which other previous studies did not. The transient high con-
centrations in liver, kidney, and richly perfused tissue on the
12th~24th weeks may be associated with adverse effects.
For example, immunoglobulin (Ig) G decreases rapidly af-
ter birth and is at the lowest level around 3 months of age
(the 12th week) (McClelland et al, 1978; Ogawa et al.,
2000). Dioxin concentrations reach their peak at this time
in many tissues (Fig. 4A, B, E, and F). Ig A, which pro-
tects the newborn from bacterial infections, is supplied from
the maternal body during nursing. We noticed a possible ef-
fect on immune function in breast-fed infants, because the
peak dioxin concentration in infant tissue coincided with de-
creased immunoglobulins (Fig. 4) (McClelland et al., 1978;
Ogawa et al., 2000). Several researchers have repotted rela-
tionships between TCDD exposure and virus infection (Yang
et al., 1994), nematode infection (Luebke et al., 1994) and
decrease in immunoglobulin producing cells (House et al.,
1990) in mice. Weisglas-Kuperus et al. (2000) found that the
number of lymphocytes and T-cells, lower antibody levels
to mumps, and occurrence of measles were associated to the
level of prenatal exposure of PCB. We did not assess risk

to immune function in this study; however, we believe that
more attention should be given to the physical conditions of
infants, since their immune and metabolic systems may not
be sufficient compared to those of adults,
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