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Development of Online Solid-Phase Extraction-HPLC/MS/MS Method for the
Determination of Perfluorochemicals in Human Plasma

Hisao NAKATA', Ayako NAKATA', Fumio OxapA', Rie ITO',

Koichi INout', Koichi Sarto' and Hiroyuki NAKAZAWA'

' Department of Analytical Chemistry, Hoshi University, 2-4-41, Ebara, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 142 -8501
(Received 15 April 2005, Accepted 26 July 2005)

A method for determining perfluorochemicals (PFCs) such as perfluorooctanesulfonic acid
(PFOS), paerfluorooctane slufoneamide (PFOSA), perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), perfluo-
rononanoic acid (PFNA) and perfluorodecanoic acid (PFDA), in human plasma samples was
developed by online solid-phase extraction-HPLC/MS/MS, only after deproteination with ace-
tonitrile. The limits of detection of PFOS, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA and PFDA in human plasma at a
signal to noise (ratio of 3) were 0.08 ~0.14 ng/ml, and the limits of quantitation of PFOS, PFOSA,
PFOA, PFNA and PFDA in human plasma were 0.50 ng/ml. The average recoveries of PFOS,
PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA and PFDA ranged from 93.3 to 105% (RSD, 3.0~89%; n=6). This
method is more rapid and accurate, compared with the column-switching HPLC/MS method pre-
sented in previous reports'®"”. The developed method can be applied to the determination of
PFOS, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA and PFDA in human plasma samples for monitoring human exposure.

Keywords : perfluorooctanesulfonic acid; perfluorochemicals; MS/MS; human plasma; col-
umn-switching.
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CF,-(CF,),-S0,~ CF,-(CF,),-COOH

PFOS PFOA

CF,-(CF,),-SO,NH, CF,-(CF,);-COOH

PFOSA PFNA

CF,- (CF,),- CH,CH,S0,~ CF,-(CF,),-COOH

THPFOS(LS.) PFDA

CF,-(CF,),-COOH
PFHpA (LS.)

Fig. 1 Structures of PFCs and internal standards

PFOS: perfluorooctanesulfonic acid; PFOSA: perflu-
orooctanesulfonamide ; PFOA: perfluorooctanoic acid;
PFNA: perfluorononanoic acid; PFDA: perfluorode-
canoic acid ; PFHpA : perfluoroheptanoic acid ; THPOS:
1H,1H,2H,2 H-perfluorooctaneslufonic acid
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HiE, @i 3h w4438 H PFCs Ol EIR, FIC
EEEEs O N7 4 —/EESHEN (HPLC/MS)
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- ER R R, B RETLEL L,
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/B (PFNA, >98%) 1 Fulka ®%EH Wiz, /-7
VAuF sy s ANME YT IF (PFOSA, 97%) i
ABCR GmbH & Co.KG #, /S—7 N+ 07 8 (PFDA,
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AL F7, #5264 —721340C IZRE LS.

T4 VEBHBEOSMFIE, BRAY TICEEE
LC-10ADvp pump Z AV, BEMRA— Y v V& LTI
Waters 8 Oasis HLB extraction column (20 mm X 2.1 mm,
25um) EMEH L. HBELLY VI 4 VEHBBE T
L% Fig. 2102, BIETT T T A% Table 1IIRT. F—
FY TS — &lbﬁﬂ@@%ﬁlﬁ,5ﬁﬁWmM%
B-HBR7 2o v AREE (pH=47)/ 2%/ — N
(90/10, v/v) % Pump 1 & D EW T 52 & ¢, B
H—P) v YV ETHEREMEORMEE ) -V T v TR
Tolz. RIZKFNSNVTE2EHEZR, Pump 2405 1 mM
B 7 B A ERIMLK/ 72 Y VREE N
v TTy A EN IV AT AZET, Hl
ERMEWEEBEREHEL - ) v IVhsEHsE, D8R
R UH R EA L7,

MS/MS D 4 F »biEiE, =L 7 boRT7L—A4F 1t
% (ESD) OAFF 174 FyE—FREEHL, REERL
OERFOWE L, Multipul Reaction Monitoring (MRM)
E—FTIForz. MS/MS &fhe LTIE, VY R—2 3
VIRERT YV -ABEEFNLEFN 30T, 100C &L, =
— VHARBROFTYAMNR— 3 YA AFEE% 50 1/hr,
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Fig. 2 Schematic diagram of the column-switching HPLC/MS/MS system

Configuration A: sample loading and washing; Configuration B: sample eluting

X
injector
-
gaaE ]
SEBEEO ~
Pump 1
Drain Extraction
column
Analytical
colimn
a—
]
figEo '
Pump 2
Configuration A
Table 1 Time program of column-switching HPLC/
MS/MS coupled with on-line extraction con-
dition
Mobile phase
Time/min  Column position® Pump 1" Pump 2
(A-B,v/v) (A-B-C, v/v)
0.0 Configuration A 90:10 54:1:45
5.0 Configuration B 90:10 54:1:45
10.0 Configuration A
12.0 90:10 14:1:85
14.9 90:10 14:1:85
15.0 90:10 54:1:45

a) Configuration A and B are shown in Fig. 2; b) Pump 1 sol-
vent: (A) 50 mM Ammonium acetate buffer (pH-4.7), (B)
Methanol; ¢) Pump 2 solvent: (A) Water, (B) 100 mM
Ammonium acetate, (C) Acetnitrile

850 I/hr & L7z, F72, ¥ ¥ ¥ 7 —BE%L -600VIIH&
EL. a-VEERDIY YV a T AVF—% PFOS:
-60V, 65eV, PFOSA: —-45V, 35eV, PFOA: —30V,
18 eV, PFNA: —30V, 20eV, PFDA: —30V, 22eV,
PFHpA: —28V, 18eV, THPFOS: —35V, 37eV II#E
LW, E=8) 744 idEREN, PFOS: m/z
499 — 80, PFOSA: m/z 498 — 78, PFOA: m/z 369 —
169, PFNA: m/z 419 — 169, PFDA: m/z 469 — 169,
PFHpA: m/z 319 — 169, THPFOS: m/z 427 =81 &7
oA
MENRYWEO L, ¥HSEE—- FO ODS
(octadecyl silica) T2 By, ITmMBEEB7 T A
MUK/ TERZPUN (/) REEBEAE LT,
B 0.2 ml/min TEEL, WERMH 5~ 12 51290 T,
TEFZ P NVEREE 45~85% 127 7V PEHLT
To7-.

2:4 bEMMOU £ SHEM
REFFEEATIZL 20, ML & 9 WBORIUIR AT RE
W4 5 AMEEEE L OFE, MIZEind 5 8% - TSRS
DHEHAZIT, f T4+ —LFaryty x2E7 F7-,
ML xaeHE, —80C THREL, SWEMICERTH
RIEEE LT, Koy 7471, BLESETOOEEA
THol:.

2:5 RIEHASBOREE

0.lmlok MIL X HIIHLT, FEEMRELELT
P PUVEEE 0.2ml A7, L CIRARE, 83000
rpm T 10 M, B OFBELITo 7z, BLOOHERE, LB
BFATQYAYTI 740 — (02um) (Z@EL, #E
AEE L7

3 HRERRUELE

3.1 F2r5A CERHERGEORE

AT 4 vEMAREEKICBI 2 BBROMRE % 1T 7.
T3, K/ AT 7= (/) BBIZOVTRET L2225,
ERH L EEREOBIIBVT, RFHEMIZTAIELD
7. ZORRELTE, EEMmLAS— M)y Y ETORE
BB pH WARTE T 5728, ERBH PRCs OfRFF - B H
BEAEEBSHE B2 b0 EEZ LN 22T, BE)
HZ 50 mM BEBE - BEER7 v E =7 LBH (pH=47)/
Ay = (vy) RiEHVEIA, BRERHE —E
RO EDEREE o/, F 72, Fig. 34250 mM BE
B - BEMRT &=y LMW (pH=4.7)/ 4%/ —
(v/v) OREGHFBEOMEFTERT. 25/ - LVEEWI RV
EE, MESRILEWOY -7 @I KX R LEmMH
LA, A¥ /=M% 0% aCRETIEIETI P—thko
o, BERAEREL 50 mM BEEE - BREET > €27 A
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Fig. 3 Effect of the mobile phase composition on the
peak area of PFCs

& . PFOS; Bl PFOSA; A: PFOA: @: PFNA; X :
PFDA: O: PFHpA; & THPFOS

BB (pH=47)/2% /=1 =90/10 (v/v) kL7

3.2 MS/MS BIFEZMHDMRET

PFCsh i DIZHES % VT, MS/MS DA F »{kIZD
WTHRE Lz, BB RYWEDOY XA ANRY b V% Fig. 4
WRY. 44 VBB ESTERER AL, 2074 744>
EF-FTHELRZEZA, PFOSIZBWTIE [MK] 4 #
YD m/z 499, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA, PFDA, PFHpA
K. U° THPFOS (B LCid, [M-H] 14 ¥ TH 5 m/z 498,
418, 463, 513, 363, 427 O FEMEE A F L -7 »
FNEFNHER SN, ToOBR LD, PFOS, PFOSA RTF
THPFOS 1B L ClE, m/z 499, 498, 427 % /L # —%
—A4F L7, LaL, PFOA, PFNA, PFDA R U’
PFHpA IZBA L Tid, [M-H] 4 4 2K, [M-COOH]™
14 OBENEP oIz, TV - —AF T EFhN
Zh, [M-COOH] 44 ¥ TH 5B m/z 369, 419, 468,
319 WFREL. T T LA —F—AF UHFRETHIL
THLETOF 7 M F vid, FNFNPFOS: m/z 499
— 80, PFOSA: m/z 498 — 78, PFOA: m/z 369 — 169,
PFENA: m/z 419 — 169, PFDA: m/z 469 — 169, PFHpA:
m/z 319 — 169, THPFOS: m/z 427 — 81 & L 7z,
ZELLEZ )Y IA4F v ERY, FyE5 ) —EE
DA F VEEIIRIEFTHEEIIOWVTRE L. FO#ES
Fig. 5 1CRT. F ¥ T Y —BEIEZ-600V OF, HER
SAEY TR TIEBYTEROY - HENR LNz, F
To, —HRANIZMS R MS/MS x AW CHllE % 3 58, ER
HOBMPEERZVEMA A LIZXL ) A 4+ VERP LA
THZLEPHMOEN TS, £2TEHHE, PFCs DA+ v1b
BEER RS EL 0, BEEET VEZ Y AORIEE R
LA (Fig. 6). TOKE, BT EZ74% 1mM
WML BB ERRILEM DA F VRENEAELZRL
7=,
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3.3 FA T EMEME- HPLC/MS/MS BIE & 4D
e
Bon&fiHy, PRCs BEOEEFOMES T-
72. Fig. 7 (@) WWRLZ2BY M IL0DL 9T XT
OALEWE 153 LRI RIFIZ A8 L 72, FRRICmL £ 9
AFHCHE HWE L 10ng/ml L 45 KL HSHMLA2
0T 7S AIBVTY, BOSMNEDOEE Y S5 2
En BIFCHE ST A2 LOHRETH o 72 (Fig. 7
. Fh, ML EH)RFCBIZHHRE (S/N=3)
ERDIZE A, FhER PFOS: 0.08 ng/ml, PFOSA:
0.11 ng/ml, PFOA: 0.11 ng/ml, PFNA: 0.10 ng/ml,
PFDA: 0.14 ng/ml Thoi. EERFIZ, T XTOE
WA ET B S L ATE 5 0.50 ng/ml (S/N > 10)
& L7-.

34 NIEEMEDKRE

VLA, MS % MS/MS # HW7-HlE R, BEAEBHEES
PCEBASORERMET Hy, NERERICL)HEN
ThhTwb, LarL, PFCsIZBWTid, EKREBEBIRMA
2 PCEBEEORERANEDOANFVEELRZZ L2006, W
ZHYE L L CPFOSEUILEW»E (Ao Ty
B2 T, SR, ERZEOURBETHYS
T\% PFHpA R UF THPFOS (I H L7z, #REERE 0.1
ml CAHEEREEETEb=rIL02ml EA, £<
PLRALBEAIERRSE L, MEBREERLAEZ
%, 0.50~ 100 ng/ml O FPHTRIFZEMME (r=0.999
b)) 2B EATE UL, BEEER Y- VL
Ha - JICMERRWED 10ng/ml £ 7% 5 X 51205
MLC, EIELERDIHER, PFHpA # NEEYWHE &L
THWARSEOEINZEL, 91.0% UL RFL#EREH
B EHNTERN, THPFOS &\ 7-FE, EIIE 437 ~
53.7% L BIF iR BL I LN TE Zh o7, THP-
FOS & Al 72 B c AR AMER L 2 KR & LT, ik
HEhoREHED< M) v 7 AR L Y, WELHRY
BV THPFOS DA F Y HENEMLTLE 072728
LEZLNL., ThoofERLIy, NREEYHFE LT
PFHpA iV 5 Z Lz L7z,

3-5 FRAIEEER

PIEH#EY) B 12 PFHpA % BV, & ML & B 5K
IEL AR % 1T - 72, SIEDGRERE, 3 &M EN S
EYMERLLEELARVCHRMLAML & 5 #EH 0.1 ml
\ZPFHpA EH 7 =P 02ml A, <<
AL, 8000 rpm T 10 FRELSEEZ T 072, RWT, &
BiarkF4arAr73r7 47— (0.2um) Z&EL,
FOFWEMEL T, BNELZHEE L. ZOKE, 94
[N 93.3% LLE [HAXFEEHFZE (RSD)=8.9%! LR
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Fig. 4 Mass spectra of PFCs and internal standards

precursor ion spectrum: above; product ion spectrum: below

PR E2EE 2 LM TES: (Table 2).

RiExEEN e NMICEAL, ML & 9o PFCs = il E
L7z (Table 3). ZO#FR, T COMMEDL S PFOS RO
PFOA R T 252 L MNTE7. PFOSEEIL2.1~21.3
ng/ml DHHE T, PFOAIREIL 0.7~ 4.6 ng/ml DHHFHT
FELZ, 72, PFNAICEL T SN2 S5 06~1.0
ng/ml DEATHRHTZ2Z LA TEL. ThHDEED,

BZHE SN TwB Y ML & 9 H10 PFCs DigE™ & I
WL, BIZRLVALTH o722 EH 5, REIZ, b M
B PFCs DERIZICHTETH 5 Z LB RBO LNz,

i

4 #E

RAIETIE, BIEECL ¥ 7 1~ EEfEEE v
HIET, BY » o0 DHE D BELERVET PFCs Dl
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Fig. 6 Effect of concentration of ammonium acetate
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Fig. 7 MRM chromatograms of (a) a mixture of standards (PFOS, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA, PFDA) and internal
standards; (b) pooled human plasma with addition of 10 ng/ml PFCs
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Table 2 Recovery levels of PFOS, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA and PFDA in human plasma samples

Compound ) 1Spiked amount/ Average RSD,
’ ng ml , human plasma sample recovery, % %
PFOS 5 99.3 50
50 975 6.9
PFOSA 1 98.3 4.9
10 105 4.9
PFOA 1 100 8.9
10 973 L8
PFNA 1 96.7 8.4
10 94.7 3.1
PFDA 1 93.3 87
10 103 4.7
n==6

Table 3 Concentration of PFOS, PFOSA, PFOA, PFNA and PFDA in plasma samples from healthy volunteers

Volunteer PFOS PFOSA PFOA PFNA PFDA
A (male) 56 0.15 N.D. 1.7%0.13 N.D. N.D.
B (male) 17.7 % 0.35 N.D. 2.8+ 0.11 1.0 % 0.05 N.D.
G (male) 21.3+1.35 N.D. 4.6 £ 0.06 0.8 % 0.05 N.D.
D (female) 2.1%0.09 N.D. 0.7 %0.02 N.D. N.D.
E (female) 10.4 % 0.31 N.D. 2.4%0.14 N.D. N.D.
F (female) 15.1 = 0.91 N.D. 1.9+ 0.07 0.6 % 0.02 N.D.

mean * SD ngml~, N.D.<05ngmt ', n =3

ENTRRE Lol BIIHWELLATLAA vy F 7 -
HPLC/MS E"™'D e RE# KT 2 L, HlEEEL
MS/MS ZRlWVWAB I L TNy 27557 FORBEPERT
BT LMTE, HILEHNO38% DELm LA Fi,
SHATAZE0mm D ODS AT A EH-Z&T, fll
ERME 5 ERBTAZ LN TEA, BHEEICHELT
i, BT, A4 vEMEMBOBBEICK A Y
—VREERWT WA, 40, 50 mM BEEE - BFE T ©
T AREW (pH=47) /2% /—VRBBEERA W2 L
T, BERERE O RSD (%) fEA1.1% LT & BIF GRS
Bon. DEOZERS, REGHTHRYCHEATORE
POBVGITEETPFCs DRENTEEL o7z, BIZAR
FEre bl xR LZE A, PFOS, PFOA
BRUSPFNA # T2 Z LS TE . 4%, RENEL
O MIEREOGFICHVERAZ 2L, KEER
R ENER SN, PFOS L IFPFOS ME/L&W OV
AZEHICET A0 LHFSNA.
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W, F-BBEEBENEE L CHEE SN TWANS—TAFaF 7 ¥ > ANk VB (PFOS) KU PFOS
BLEGYENRE L PILL & 5 BB O—FHIMEIC oW CHRE L7z, REFE T, BAEILEEC
HTGLALyF U IAERERWE 74 VEMBMBEERATAZET, By 87 LML & 5 R
D=7 NFa{bEY (PFCs) ZMELBECHET LI EAWEEE o7, REL L ML & 5 #pbh
PFCs D Hi~I6 M L7558, #MIMBRFIE, 0.08~0.14ng/ml (S/N=38) THH, & L k5 HEHIC
BUFAEERTL, TRTOWENREWITBVTO050 ng/ml & L7z, 7z, PIEEWEIZ/S—7 L%
u~N7% B (PFHpA) RHWAZ LIC LD, EIEE93.8% Lib (MIAHE#EFEZE (RSD) =8.9%| & BT
GENEZBLIENTE, 2o eds, FEEF, e bl x5BT PFC ODEBIIGETE S 2
EMBA LR E T o7,
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KRR - TR - R R Y, & F & F2EAHER
BT 2 EEFHREREHORER R > TwdDTH S,



FEEXLEY 23T 47 A

KAHER, WIMAED DNA X F b7 a7 4 — ki
Byazicky, gt b szl
BFEED DNA X F VARSI T 5 2 L5 5 »
EloTw3, 200R% M8 - 3Miak T+
MERIBIZZ D H 5 T-DMR O3 VED(Value of
epigenetic distance) £ LTERT 32V TE 5 (A
2). T4kbb, VED i3 2EEDORR %5/ 5 DNA K
BUBIEY AT 4 v 7 BEROBAOEESWE KM
LTwa, 7zt zid, ESHIRRDOALTIE 108 A Fr( A
F AL 73 AR, BiAF AL 35 #FT) @ T-DMR TH
ftsashns DR, TSHEOETE VED »8

B2 Hebilieils X Uil & tieilo 2wy = 27 1 v 7 Hik

B ﬁfk&xﬁ/zﬁ/rﬁ%\ﬁ

IWATANI Misa, OHGANE Jun, @K
9’\

30(AF k15, BEAF A1) TH B, O LT,
ES ffa s itk 2R3 5 3~ COMifi~HMET 268
Fisdp B 03t L T, TS MLk IaE 23 5 5
O SKEBEMITR D H~DFLEE L MR L Ty
ZERREMLTWE EEZOND, i, MR
MR TH 2 EG MM, ESMEE Ok T VED
DAY F AL 1T, BEAF AL 32), HT L DT
13 81(X F 11k 26, Wiz FNiL5E5)THY, VED DA
TRFEUCHHRTH 5 ESHIfIGEL, B LAKTE
BIEYerxT 4 7BEROBBIIKELT &2%bh
5, Z0E357% T-DMR 2FLE LIenE Y2 AT 4
v 7 EHROLERIE, 58RO bR LO
IR FTHET 2 5 2 TOIRBET 2 2 L TE 3,

T AME, WO ONA AFNETR T 4~ NOBICE WIBHEMMIAL 512247 AFFO T-DMR 0 9 b, {BMEAME, 24 & DL T 2
FIALRBA T T DY AR L, 2 2OMRBROIES xR F 4 v 7BBNOBVCIEVED L LTET I LA TED, DNA AF WL HHD
&, EGHIIEMTF LV SO LA ESHICEC(, A TSHIZES MBEBND I EFBLLTH D,

O 1IEAFNET-DMR, @ @ » F /4L T-DMR.

(LR 7 & 1 REBIR)
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BEEZEY 2T 47
ra—ricB iy 58

ﬁx

TP o 0 — B CREBL TAO NS RE
THBY, bhbhid ZhE Ty u— g RoiEmk
D DNA AF LT a7 4 — VR L, EHRZCHELE
WL TET (8 0.3 %) D DNA A FVALEE 2 H
5 ERBRHLEY, 20300 EDTHS Salld
BETFE, BEVIHOBRBHIBC B TDAR CpG T
47VF@TDMRﬁﬁ%mx%wmén5 7 a—

Y IRDOSHAIRER I BT, Sall3 BE T T-DMR
BRELEAFVEREEZRL, S5 7o—-v#Ek
Z OB & Sall3 #{5TF T-DMR TO DNA X
FIALBD HWIZTIFIEOHBIN S 5 Z IS &
ol ®, v RS MTiER 15,500 D CpG 7 A F
Y RELODBETUEELTE Y, 7u— BT
D 0.3%WHT: 540 OBET 2 DNA 2 F 1k
BERDZELEZONB (N3,

5, bivbUdEo 7 a—- 80 b 2 H
BT X FEERELERS b FRLIY, @,
ISR OME T IR A OPIHARR I B VWUl X e
O MIRETH 545, ZOBMIMEIcE b B> T
SUFAZEDL SO X REROTELIE
3. Labl, Zo—yEBWcsnTid Fr—fllior
L X PlaEORELERIEED AL ST, TV 5 a
221370 X PaENELORD A6 Nni,

D&, ro—YEYTIE DNA X F VLR
2 X BOERELORD ok I8V 2 AT 4 v 7
VARNTORERA SN, Fr—#lliomeha—
ERVZRDTHS, —REFEREELZL KA
257 a—VENCHTET 5 DNA X FMALEE DS,
HLBREOHM R THAZEHLER LD o—
SEI ORI LB R 5 2 T B AlEEEDE W,

LFPHETEY AT 4 VAL
DM&)M;%mEv;%?4v7ﬁm

#/Amﬁﬁﬁﬂ%gké€%%%*wﬁﬁtW$
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QVFgfwwwﬁwgm
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~%%£&;ﬁ%~f

ERHEEIC BT S T-DMR A F b3y — D&
L& o o — it VC(}),~I|J
QO EAF VL T-DMR, @ : 4 FJL{L T-DMR.

¥3

DHLT, TEY 22T 4 v 72 LR EITYEIE
T EERE (Epimutagen) L 4L 2, {0 HME
HTE, 7/ AR LEEETOERL»EZ N
TWwighpole, YAFLANFF Y F (DMSO) I H4E
RO 1z 0 OEAlG, TEIRFRD 12 O EFEII 3
IR RO BBRFCHER s hTw52, fllwo
TRESLHERRLZEZTLEIERKILIFLIEBES L
51710 22T DMSO DT EY x 425 4 v 7 IR
BT HELTANTHLE, vV AESHIIE, BLU
ES Hifd %2 2t S @7 IR IC B8 T DNA A 9L EEiin
BEZOVEDTHS Domtla OFBO LESTE S
fo. &8, ¥/ LED DNA A F VALIREE % T
T35 &, DMSO & DNA AF L7074 —NDIF &
AE #7199 %) B RS 200, HDFEEDEIKE
FHEEWZ BWTIE AF AL, BiAFE%R E b DNA



