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25 November 2005
Dr. Scabrough, US Manger for Codex

Questionnaires about Activity of the US Codex Office

Jun Sekizawa, Ph.D.

Professor of University of Tokushima, working in
Research Project on Effective Internationalization

of Japanese Food Safety Policy and Risk Communication
supported by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare

We are interested in the national activities for coping with Codex proposals and
requirements, especially in the way other countries are coordinating domestic requests
against proposals and requirements of the Codex. I will appreciate it very much if you
can answer following questionnaires regarding the strategy and method in effectively
disseminating Codex information, while collecting information and opinions of US
stakeholders, such as farmers, food industries, government agencies, members of
congress, non-governmental organizations, public and others to finally develop US
position for the Codex policies. The questionnaires are not complete yet, and I may be
asking further when I visit your office on 2 December and later. Any materials help our
understanding will be welcome. If you think it is difficult to answer, because the subject
is too broad, you may use examples of biotechnology products, use of nutrient and

health claims or others.

Questionnaires

(1) Explain about methods of effective information dissemination regarding Codex

activities and policies and considerations in it
(2) Explain about methods of collecting of information and opinions from domestic
stakeholders. It may be explained according to the methods you use and/or depending

the categories of stakeholders.

(3) Explain the methods and considerations taken in developing US positions and

strategies against Codex proposals and requirements.

(4) Followings are more detailed and specific questions.



(a) About Codex public comments and public meetings
How often do you plan to hold public meetings? Who explains and in what way in

those meetings? How do you collect and deal with opinions in the public meetings?

How many and from whom do comments come, although they may vary depending
upon the subject?

How do you incorporate and integrate those comments and outside opinions into US
positions towdrd Codex? Show good examples, if possible.

How do you deal with comments and opinions? Are responses to comments listed in

tables and people sent comments receive answers?

(b) Education and training

How do you make stakeholders understand the Codex activities and positions? Is thére
any specific strategies of systematic education or training programs for this end?

Is there any mechanism to answer to queries or requests from stakeholders?
(c) How the US Codex office understand the principle of Risk Analysis in Food Safety,

and apply it in practical cases, which the Codex is now promoting?

If you have any questions, please do ot hesitate to ask me when I visit you 10 AM on 2
December or wish to clarify earlier. I will be glad to answer before my departure on 30

Noveémber. Thanking you in advance for your ccoperation.
Sincerely yoﬁrs,

Dr. Jun Sekizawa,

Professor, Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences
Tokushira University, 1-1 Minami—josanjimé, Tokushima
770-8502 Japan

tel/fax +8188-656-7263

e-mail sekizawa(@ias.tokushima-u.ac.jp
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