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i)ecis:io,n. Making Capacity for
Marginalized Groups

* Patients with dementia

o Patients with mental illness

 Persons with developmental disabilities
e Prisoners
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[Advance Directives

* Written means for communicating
care choices

« Forms and laws differ by state

» Barriers to completion of advance
directives

@@E@@ Core Curriculum o a o o o ) o

Kansas City Survey
1996 and 2000

* 3000 documents reviewed at one hospital

»10 % were sufficiently written to give
clear instructions

»27-36 % of advance directives completed

*48-59 % on chart

Midwest Bioethics Center, 1997 & 2001
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burable Power of Attorney for
Health Care

« Appointment of a decision-maker
« Completed when capacitated
» Responsibilities and rights
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| Living Wills

« Prepared while patient has decisional
capacity

= Be familiar with state laws
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Do Not Attempt Resuscitation/
Do Not Resuscitate

s Form confirms that if
cardiopulmonary arrest occurs no
resuscitative measures are initiated

e Orders may be written by MD or
Advanced Practice Nurse (state
dependent)
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Prolongation of Life and
Quality of Life

« Curative intent
= Acute therapeutic treatment
e Life-sustaining treatments

Stanley & Zoloth-Dorfmzan, 2001

EEMERE crtmaie o & o s o o o

[EIERIEC] Core Cumvicutum o o o ° a s o

°
]

Withholding/Withdrawing
Treatment

o Definition

« Commen reasons for withholding/
withdrawing therapy

= Undue burden

» Common situations

Lesage & Latimer, 1998; Sulmasy, 1998
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Discontinuation ]

Medically Provided Ventilation

 Each institution should have
protocols in place for withdrawal of
life-sustaining therapy.

* Protocols are developed to reflect
state and agency laws.

Prendergast, 2002
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[Discontinuaﬁo,n (cont.) ]

Dialysis

» Decision is complex and adeguate
time is needed to discuss benefits
and burdens

A team approach is critical

= Palliation of symptoms after
withdrawal of dialysis

Neely & Roxe, 2000
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|Withdrawing and Withholding |

Medically Provided Nutrition & Fydration

* Decisions are emotionally charged

« State laws differ on what is necessary for
making wishes known

= Balance of evidence from observation and
research regarding advantages and
disadvantages

Ellershaw et al., 1995; Meares, 2000;
Staniey & Zoloth-Dorfman, 2001
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| Assisted Suicide & Euthanasia |

o Debate continues

» Confusion over language and
definition
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[Assisted Suicide |

»Occurs when one person provides
the means to a patient, with the
knowledge that the patient intends
to use this means to commit
suicide

<Intent is the defining factor

ANA, 1994; Fidd & Cassel, 1997; Foley, 1995
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|Physician Assisted Suicide |

»Qregon Voters legalized physician
assisted suicide in 1994

+In 1997 Supreme Court ruled not
constitufional right to assist death or
obligation by the physician to provide
assistance.

=QOregon voters again legalized physician
assisted suicide in 1997

Vacco v. Quill, 117 Sct 2293, 1997
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ANA Position Statement on
Assisted Suicide

* Nurses may not deliberately act to
terminate the life of any person; and
nursing has a social contract with
society based on trust.

« Nurses must provide realistic
alternatives

ANA, 1994
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| Euthanasia

«Causative agent in the death of a
patient is administered directly by
another

» Significant difference is in who acts
«Intent is the defining factor
Field & Cassel, 1997; Sulmasy, 1998
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ﬁ\dedical Futility

» Conflicts regarding belief of the
benefit of treatment

»Failure in communication and
misunderstanding

=“Who are we doing this for?”

Emanuel et al,, 1999
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| Total/Palliative Sedation

« Interdisciplinary support
» Protocols

» Documentation

« Ethical issues

Coyle & Layman-Goldstein, 2001;
Panke, 2002; Quilt & Byock, 2000
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Issues of Justice in
' End-of-Life Care

e Provide quality end-of-life care
= Inequity in care delivery

» Nurses must be involved in system
changes
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Issues of Comfort and Care |

« Professional/patient relationship

- Competence, compassion, support,
advocacy

* Provision of palliative care

e Cantrol of symptoms’
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Ethical Issues of Symptom
Management

» Beneficence
- Nonmaleficence

» Respect for autonomy
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| Economic Issues and Barriers |

» Poverty
e Medically underserved

E)LIE][E)E] Core Curicatom @ Q I o o a o
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'Economic Issues & Barriers (cont) |

* Patient risk factors

» Caregiver risk factors
» Social conditions
 Patient education
 Healthcare systems
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[Research, | ]

«Is research appropriate in end-of-
life care?

= Nonmaleficence
* Respect for autonomy

[E)LYR][E)C) Core Curricutum o o o ° o o
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é‘:tandards of Professional
Nursing Practice

«Scope of practice
« Standards of care
= Codes of ethical conduct

» Guidance for responsible end-of-
life practice

EIEIEIE]C] core Curteutam o a e a o a o
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Organizational Ethics and
Legal Practices

» Organizational ethics

¢ Ethics committees and consultation
—Education
—Policy development
— Case consultation

E[L)RYE]C] core Corricutum o S o e a ° a
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| Conclusion

o Ethical discernment, discourse,
decision-making

« Address values and understanding of
needs

« Advecate for patient/family rights

» Work closely with other disciplines

EYZIR)E)E} core Curieutum o o o o o o o

o Familyjn Wagting
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