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Abstract

Advance directives (ADs) enable patients to make their own end-of-life decisions
in case they can no longer decide for themselves. ADs were developed and
institutionalized mainly in US health care and judicatory context. This paper
provides a brief ethical inquiry from retrospective viewpoint on how they have been
founded and criticized, and prospective viewpoints which should be taken into

account before introducing ADs in the health care for Japanese ALS patients.
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