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abstract

A case of crime using the Internet
relationship with dissociative identity disorder

Shiho Suzuki, Junko Anzai and Yoji Nakatani

Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, Tsukuba University

Dissociative identity disorder has recently attracted the attention of not only psychiatrists
but also the general public, Possible psychological factors in the development of dissociative
identity disorder are information from the mass media and psychotherapy techniques that
could precipitate dissociative symptoms,particularly in people with high suggestibility.In
addiction to traditional media,information from the Internet may also precipitate dis-
sociative symptoms.

Here we report a case of the Internet crime committed by a 21 year-old Internet-addicted
female who presented dissociative symptoms including dissociative identity disorder, Using
the handle name A on the Internet,she illegally sold illegal psychotropic druge that had been
prescribed to her.To accept payment she opened a bank account under the pseudonym of B,
At the time of arrest,she claimed to be suffering from dissociative identity disorder,and that
the crime was committed by her alternative personalities named A and B. Furthermore,a
change in her personality was observed during interrogation by the police. Subsequent
psychiatric examination revealed that it was not until she was interrogated that her symp-
toms of dissociative identity disorder appeared.

The anonymity of the Internet allows one to communicate with unidentified individuals,
and easily pretend to be a different person.In the present study we discuss the relationship
between these conditions and dissociative identity disorder.

Jpn. J. Psychopathol, 26 . 139-146, 2005
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