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Abstract

Many human proteins have homopolymeric amino acid (HPAA) tracts, although the physiological significance or cellular effects of their
presence is poorly understood. We previously reported that 20 kinds of HPAAs show characteristic intracellular localization and that among
those, hydrophobic HPAAs aggregate strongly and form high molecular weight proteins when expressed in cultured cells. In this study, we
investigated the cytotoxicity of 20 kinds of HPAAs. HPAA tracts of ~30 residues fused to the C-terminus of YFP were expressed in COS-7
cells, Cells expressing homopolymeric-Cys, -Ile, -Leu, and -Val showed low viability in Trypan Blue assay. Caspase-3 activity, which is
usually upregulated in dying cells, was determined by measuring the cleavage of the peptide substrate Ac-DEVD-MCA and by detecting the
cleaved active form of the caspase-3 by Western blotting. The activity of caspase-3 was drastically elevated in cells expressing those HPAAs
which showed low viability in Trypan Blue assay. Interestingly, it was found that there is a correlation between the hydrophobicity of a single
amino acid and the cytotoxicity of the corresponding HPAA as a homopolymer. These results indicate that the hydrophobicity of HPAAs may

cause cytotoxicity.
© 2005 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Higher organisms contain thousands of protein species,
whose functional diversity is based on the diversity of their
components, amino acids, and their numerous combina-
tions. Homopolymeric amino acids (HPAAs) are distinct
tracts of amino acids comprising consecutive sequences of
the same amino acid, some of which are often found in
natural proteins [1]; HPAA tracts may either play some
roles in or have effect on cells. Each HPAA has
characteristic properties reflecting the diversity of amino
acids. Indeed, we recently reported differential patterns of
intracellular localization of HPAAs fused to YFP [2].
Moreover, several genetic diseases associated with the
expansion of HPAA tracts have been reported [3-6].
Polyglutamine expansions cause several genetically
inherited diseases including Huntington’s disease. It has
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been observed that expanded polyglutamine forms neuro-
nal intranuclear inclusions in animal models of polyglut-
amine diseases and in the central nervous system of
patients with these diseases [7,8]. Expanded polyglutamine
is thought to confer toxic properties on the disease proteins
with a dominant gain-of-function that causes cell death or
dysfunction. However, the role of the aggregate formation
in disease pathology is not clarified yet [9-11]. Besides
expanded polyglutamine, intranuclear aggregation of the
causative protein with expanded polyalanine in skeletal
muscle fibers is the morphological hallmark of oculophar-
yngeal muscular dystrophy (OPMD), one of the poly-
alanine diseases [12,13], suggesting a possible common
mechanism between OPMD and polyglutamine diseases.
Huntington’s disease-like 2, a novel disease with similar
symptoms to Huntington’s disease, has been described as
being caused by the expansion of CTG repeats, which are
translated into either polyalanine or polyleucine stretches
[14].

Even outside a disease-related protein context, poly-
glutamine or polyalanine tracts themselves have been
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studied and their expansion has been shown to confer
aggregative and cytotoxic properties. For example, when
GFP-fused polyglutamine tracts of 19, 35, 56, and 80
residues were expressed in primary neurons, 35, 56, and
80 residues formed aggregate(s) and 80 residues upregu-
lated caspase activity [15]. Similarly, the expression of
GFP-fused polyalanine tracts of 19, and 37 residues in
COS-7 cells results in formation of aggregates with higher
rates of cell death for cells containing the 19 or 37
residue constructs compared with cells containing the 0 or
7 residue constructs [16]. COS-7 cells, which we used in
this study, are often used as a good cellular model of
polyglutamine and polyalanine diseases since they mimic
many of features of the diseases including length depend-
ent aggregation and cell death. Polyalanine peptides 14
residues in length have been shown to form beta-sheets in
vitro [17], and extended polyglutamine repeats have also
been shown to form such structures in vitro and in vivo
[18,19]. Apart from polyglutamine and polyalanine,
polyleucine tracts of 291 residues in length have been
reported to possess even stronger cytotoxicity compared
to polyglutamine tracts of the same length [20]. These
results suggest that the length and species of homopoly-
meric amino acids may produce varying cytotoxic effects.

To understand the properties of HPAAs comparatively,
we previously reported the specific localizations of 20
kinds of HPAAs, and showed that hydrophobic HPAAs
aggregate strongly and form high molecular weight
complexes [2]. Though intracellular aggregation is limited
in polyglutamine and polyalanine diseases, as mentioned
above, some HPAAs other than polyglutamine or poly-
alanine might have cytotoxic effects. In this report, we
compared the cytotoxicity of 20 kinds of HPAAs
composed of 30 residues under the same experimental
conditions.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Fluorescence microscopy analysis

COS-7 cells were grown in DMEM with 10% fetal
bovine serum (Sigma-Aldrich, Tokyo, Japan). Transient
transfection was performed using FuGENE 6 Transfection
reagent (Roche Diagnostics, Tokyo, Japan) following the
manufacturer’s instructions. The cells were treated with
Hoechst33342 (Sigma-Aldrich, Tokyo, Japan) at 37 °C for
30 min, and the medium was removed and replaced with
PBS. The fluorescence of YFP was visualized by
fluorescence microscopy IX70 (Olympus, Tokyo, Japan).

2.2. Transfection efficiency
COS-7 cells were transiently transfected with the YFP—

HPAA plasmid. After incubation for 48 h, the cells were
harvested and dissolved in PBS. The percentage of

transfected cells was determined as fluorescent positive
cells by flow cytometry (EPICS® XL™, Beckman
Coulter).

2.3. Trypan Blue assay

COS-7 cells were seeded at 1.2x 10 per well in 24-well
plates and were transiently transfected with 0.3 pug of YFP—
HPAA plasmid after incubation for 19 h. The cells were
harvested and treated with Trypan Blue (Sigma-Aldrich,
Tokyo, Japan) 48 h after transfection. In each experiment,
about 150 cells were examined under a microscope to
determine the number of dead cells (stained) and living cells
(unstained).

2.4. Caspase-3 assay

COS-7 cells were seeded at 2.0x10° per 35 mm dish
and were transiently transfected with 0.75 pg of YFP-
HPAA plasmids after incubation for 24 h. The cells were
harvested and dissolved in extraction buffer (50 mM Tris—
HCI, pH7.5, 10 mM 2-mercaptoethanol, 1 mM EDTA) 48
hours after transfection. The samples were subjected to
three rounds of freezing in liquid nitrogen for 60 s and
thawing in a 30 °C water bath for 90 s, after which the
samples were centrifuged at 10,000 xg for 5 min. The
total protein (7.4 pg) in the supernatant was dissolved in
200 pl of assay buffer (25 mM Tris-HCI, pH7.5, 10 mM
2-mercaptoethanol, 1| mM EDTA). A fluorescent substrate
for caspase-3, Ac-Asp-Glu-Val-Asp-MCA (Peptide Insti-
tute, Tokyo, Japan), was added to a final concentration of
5 uM, and the mixtures were incubated at 37 °C for 30
min. The reactions were stopped by the addition of 100
ul of 10% SDS, 1 ml of 0.1 M NaOAc, and the
fluorescence was measured with a JASCO FP-777
fluorescence spectrometer (excitation, 380 nm; emission,
460 nm).

2.5. Western blot analysis

COS-7 cells were seeded at 1.5x10° per 60 mm dish
and were transiently transfected with 2.0 pg of YFP—
HPAA plasmids after incubation for 24 h. After incubation
for 48 h, the cells were harvested and sonicated in PBS
with 1% Triton X-100 and 0.1% protease inhibitor mix
(Wako, Osaka, Japan). The protein concentration was
measured with a DC protein Assay Kit (Bio-Rad labo-
ratories, Tokyo, Japan). Equal amounts of protein, 41 ug
for each sample, were subjected to SDS-polyacrylamide
gel electrophoresis on 15% gels and transferred onto
PVDF membranes (Finetrap NT-32; Nihon Eido, Tokyo,
Japan). The membranes were incubated with Caspase 3
(8G10) rabbit monoclonal antibody (1:1000; Cell Signaling
Thechnology, U.S.A\) at 4 °C for overnight, and then with
anti-rabbit IgG anitibody at 37 °C for 30 min. The
resulting menbranes were visualized with Enhanced
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Fig. 1. The intracellular localization of YFP and YFP-fused homopolymeric-1le32. The nuclei were stained by Hoechst. Homopolymeric-Ile32 formed one
large aggregate in the perinuclear region of each cell. The nuclei of the cells expressing homopolymeric-Ile32 showed distorted morphology around the
aggregates (arrow) and become aberrant (arrow head) at 48 h after transfection. Scale bar, 20 pm.

Chemiluminescence kit (Amersham Bioscience, Tokyo,
Japan).

3. Results
3.1. Cell viability assay

We have previously shown that hydrophobic HPAAs
aggregate strongly in COS-7 cells [2]. Fig. 1 shows the
intracellular localization of YFP-fused homopolymeric-
[le32, one of the typical aggregate-forming HPAAs. The
nuclei of the cells expressing homopolymeric-Ile32 were
stained by Hoechst, and showed distorted morphology
around the aggregates (arrow) and became aberrant (arrow-
head) at 48 h after transfection. We observed many floating
cells expressing 1le32, but not YFP only, suggesting that cell
death is caused by the expression of this HPAA.

To study the effects of HPAAs on cells, we performed
cell viability assays by staining dead cells with Trypan Blue.
Twenty HPAAs, each comprising approximately 30 residues

(26~32) fused to the C-terminus of YFP, were expressed in
COS-7 cells. Forty-eight hours after transfection, we treated
cells with Trypan Blue and determined the ratio of stained
(dead) cells to unstained (living) cells. The transfection
efficiency was examined and there was no significant
difference among all constructs on analysis of variance
(ANOVA) tests (data not shown). Compared to cells
expressing only YFP, cells expressing YFP-fused homo-
polymeric-Ile, -Cys, -Val, and -Leu showed significantly
low viability followed by cells expressing homopolymeric-
Phe, -Trp, -Met, and -Ala (Fig. 2).

3.2. Caspase-3 assay

Caspase-3 activity is known to rise at the very down-
stream point of apoptotic cell death [21]. Forty-eight hours
after transfection we assessed the caspase-3 activity by
measuring the cleavage of the peptide substrate Ac-DEVD-
MCA. Longer HPAAs (Ala70, GIn150) induced higher
caspase-3 activities than their shorter counterparts (Fig. 3A),
which is consistent with the previous reports that long
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Fig. 2. Cell viability assay. Cell viability was measured 48 h after transfection by Trypan Blue assay. Compared to cells expressing only YFP, cells expressing
YFP-fused homopolymeric-Ala, -Cys, -lle, -Leu, -Met, -Phe, -Trp, and -Val showed low viability. Student’s ¢ Test was performed with the control (only YFP).

*p<0.05; **p<0.01; **¥p<0.001; Mean+S.D.; n=10.
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Fig. 3. Caspase-3 assay. Caspase-3 activity was measured 48 h after transfection. (A) Caspase-3 activity was upregulated when longer stretches of
polyglutamine (150 residues) or polyalanine (70 residues) were expressed compared to shorter stretches (30 residues). (B) Compared to cells expressing only
YFP, cells expressing YFP-fused homopolymeric-Leu, -Val, -le, -Cys, followed by -Phe, -Lys and -Met, showed high caspase-3 activities. Student’s ¢ Test was
performed with the control (only YFP). ¥*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001; Mean+S.D.; n=9 (C) The cleaved active fragment of caspase-3 was detected by

Western blot analysis with anti-caspase-3 antibody.

polyglutamine and polyalanine tracts have cytotoxic effects
[15,16]. Among the 20 HPAAs comprising 30 residues, a
drastic upregulation of caspase-3 occurred in cells express-
ing homopolymeric-Leu, -Val, -Ile, and -Cys compared with
control cells expressing only YFP, suggesting that these
HPAAs have strong cytotoxic effects (Fig. 3B). Homopoly-
meric-Leu produced the highest upregultion of caspase-3,
followed by -Val, -Ile, and -Cys. Some other HPAAs,
homopolymeric-Ala, -Asn, -Asp, -Glu, -His, -Lys, -Met, -
Phe, -Thr, and -Trp, also produced significantly elevated
caspase-3 activities. Next, the cleaved active fragment of the
caspase-3 (17/19 kDa) was measured by Western blotting
with an anti-caspase 3 antibody (Fig. 3C). Cells expressing

A
77
N R = -0.5883432
N & ¢ p <0.01
& 73 o~ ry
= 71
K| L 4 \“
2 69 [ &
g \
67 £ 7N
L 4
65
63 x $
5 0 5

Hydrophobicity

o)

Caspase-3 activity

homopolymeric-Asn, -Asp, -Cys, -lle, -Leu, -Met, -Phe, -
Trp, and -Val showed an increased amount of cleaved active
fragment of caspase-3, which is approximately consistent
with our caspase-3 assay shown in Fig. 3B. The same
experiment was repeated three times and similar results
were observed each time (data not shown).

The results of the cell viability assay and the caspase-3
assay declared cytotoxicity of several HPAAs, especially
homopolymeric-Cys, -Ile, -Leu and -Val. HPAAs which
showed cytotoxicity in these assays seem to be hydrophobic
HPAAs. We plotted the cytotoxicity of each HPAA as
measured in these experiments, the hydrophobicity of each
amino acid [22] versus cell viability and caspase-3 activity
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Fig. 4. Cytotoxicity and hydrophobicity. There is a correlation between the level of cytotoxicity of an HPAA and the hydrophobicity of its amino acid.
Hydrophobicity of each amino acid as calculated in ref.22 was plotted versus the cytotoxicities of HPAAs measured by (A) the cell viability assay and, (B) the

caspase-3 activity assay.
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(Fig. 4A and B, respectively). As shown in the plot, there is
a significant correlation between the cytotoxicity of an
HPAA and the hydrophobicity of its amino acid, indicating
that the higher hydrophobic properties of a protein might
induce more severe toxicity in cells.

4, Discussion

There are many proteins containing various kinds of
HPAAs, and several diseases are caused by the expansions
of such amino acid repeats, including polyglutamine and
polyalanine. This is the first report which investigated
cytotoxicity of not only polyglutamine, polyalanine, or
polyleucine but also other HPAASs, all 20 kinds of HPAAs
comparatively.

To investigate the effect of all 20 HPAAs in cells, we
performed two assays, cell viability assay and caspase-3
activity assay, to detect the cytotoxicity of HPAAs
expressed in cells. Our results suggest that among all
HPAAs, homopolymeric-Cys and hydrophobic HPAAs such
as homopolymeric-Ile, -Leu, and -Val, tend to have highly
toxic effects in cells. And there was a correlation between
the cytotoxicity of an HPAA and the hydrophobicity of its
amino acid, indicating that the higher hydrophobic proper-
ties of a protein might induce more severe toxicity in cells.
Interestingly, we previously showed that these hydrophobic
HPAAs aggregate strongly and form high molecular weight
proteins [2]. Therefore, our results suggest that aggregation-
prone proteins may have cytotoxicity. Importantly, there is a
bias in the distribution of HPAA species, so that hydro-
phobic HPA As are rare in natural proteins. In the previous
report, we predicted that the scarcity of these HPAAs might
derive from their cytotoxicity since those HPAAs aggregate
strongly in cells. In this report, we demonstrated the
plausibleness of the prediction that HPAAs which aggregate
in cells have cytotoxicic effect and might be less abundant
in natural proteins. Fig. 5 depicts a diagram of 20 amino
acids situated according to their properties with the red
circle showing cytotoxicity as revealed in our study.
Aliphatic hydrophobic HPAAs and homopolymeric-Cys
showed the most significant toxicity in our assays.

The accumulation of altered proteins is a common
pathogenic mechanism in several neurodegenerative disor-
ders including polyglutamine diseases, Alzheimer’s disease,
and Parkinson’s disease [9,23]. Although there must be
specific mechanisms for each disease according to the
responsible protein, aggregate formation itself might have
significant relation with toxicity [24]. It has been suggested
that the soluble oligomers of these proteins are crucial to the
toxic mechanism rather than the subsequent aggregates or
fibrils [25]. The role of aggregation or oligomerization is a
very important issue for solving the mechanism of the
cytoxicity of these proteins. It has been reported that protein
aggregation directly impairs the function of the ubiquitin-
proteasome system [26] or causes an unfolded protein
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Fig. 5. Properties of single amino acids and the cytotoxicity of their
homopolymers. The diagram shows the relationship among 20 amino acids
in terms of their properties. Cytotoxic HPAAs are within the red circle.

response [27]. Recently, it has also been reported that
endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress is caused by the
accumulation of unfolded and malfolded proteins, including
amyloid beta peptide in Alzheimer’s diseases [28], polyglut-
amine-containing proteins {29,30] and prion protein [31].

Here, we show the cytotoxicities of hydrophobic HPAAs
in cultured cells, thus confirmed the previous prediction that
hydrophobicity of HPAAs might be an important determi-
nant of cytotoxicity as well as aggregation. Furthermore, our
system using various kinds of HPAAs not only reveals the
specific properties of each HPAA, but also can be used as a
model of aggregation-prone proteins with various levels of
solubility to clarify the mechanism of aggregation and
toxicity.
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SHPS-1 (Src homology 2 domain containing protein tyrosine phosphatase substrate 1)
is a transmembrane glycoprotein containing three immunoglobulin-like motifs in its
extracellular domain and immunoreceptor tyrosine-based inhibitory motifs (ITIM)
that interact with SHP-2 (Src homology 2 domain containing protein tyrosine phos-
phatase-2) in its cytoplasmiec region. SHPS-1 is highly expressed in brain, but at much
lower levels in skeletal muscle. In this study, we found that the level of the SHPS-1
mRNA increases in rat skeletal muscle after denervation. Western blot analysis also
confirmed the increase of SHPS-1 in denervated muscle. Moreover, it was found that
the glycosylation of SHPS-1 is N-linked in a muscle-specific manner, and that this is
altered upon innervation or denervation. Immunohistochemistry revealed SHPS-1
immunoreactivity at neuromuscular junctions (NMdJs) under innervation, whereas
immunoreactivity was observed extrasynaptically in muscle fibers after denervation.
Our results indicate that the expression, glycosylation, and loealization of SHPS-1 are
strongly regulated by the nervous system, and that SHPS-1 may play an important
role in denervated skeletal muscle.

Key words: denervation, glycosylation, neuromuscular junetion, SHPS-1, skeletal muscle.

Abbreviations: AchRa, acetylcholine receptor a-subunit; ARPP16/19, cAMP-regulated phosphoprotein 16/19; BIT,
brain immunoglobulin-like molecule with tyrosine-based activation motifs; o-BTX, ai-bungarotoxin; ConA, Conca-
navalin A; Den, denervation; EDL, extensor digitorum longus; EGF, epidermal growth factor; GAPDH, glycer-
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The differentiation of skeletal muscle is regulated by the
nervous system. Neural innervation sends myotubes into
myofibers. Skeletal muscle size, phenotype, and composi-
tion are also regulated, in part, by neural factors, Elimi-
nating neural stimuli to muscle via peripheral nerve
axotomy (denervation) impairs the highly differentiated
state of skeletal muscle, leading to muscle atrophy. In
addition, denervation results in changes in the expres-
sions of muscle-specific genes, notably myogenic regula-
tory factors (MRFs) (1-6), the type II myosin heavy chain
(MHC) isoform (7, 8), and the acetylcholine receptor o
subunit (AchRa) (1, 6). For example, AchR is composed of
five subunits including the z-subunit (aapds), and is
restricted to neuromuscular junctions (NMJs) under
innervation. But following denervation, the expressions
of all AchR subunit genes increase, and the fetal type
receptor, including a y-subunit (aapdy), localizes through-
out the sarcolemma. This implies that skeletal muscle
after denervation reverts to a fetal, undifferentiated
state both structurally and functionally, The identifica-
tion and characterization of genes that are activated in
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denervated muscles might provide clues to the molecular
mechanisms of muscle atrophy and differentiation.
SHPS-1 (Src homology 2 domain—containing protein
tyrosine phosphatase substrate 1) (9), also known as
SIRPa (10), BIT (11), MFR (12), and p84 neural adhesion
molecule (13), is a transmembrane glycoprotein member
of the immunoglobulin superfamily. SHPS-1 is abundant
in certain neuronal and hematopoietic cells (13-15). The
tissue distribution of SHPS-1 shows that it is abundant
in the brain and spleen, and much less abundant in skel-
etal muscle (9, 16). SHPS-1 has three immunoglobulin-
like domains with multiple N-linked glycosylation sites
in the extracellular region, and four YXX(L/V/I) motifs,
which are putative tyrosine phosphorylation sites and
binding sites for the Src homology 2 (SH2) domains of the
protein-tyrosine phosphatases SHP-2 and SHP-1 (9, 10),
in the cytoplasmic region. Since the binding of SHP-2
to the tyrosine-phosphorylated cytoplasmic domain of
SHPS-1 increases the protein tyrosine phosphatase
activity of SHP-2 in vitro (11, 17), it is thought that
SHPS-1 regulates intracellular signaling by recruiting
and activating SHP-2 near the plasma membrane. For
example, overexpression of SIRPal, the human homolog
of SHPS-1, inhibits the insulin- or EGF-induced activa-
tion of MAP kinases and cell growth (I8). Furthermore,
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expression of SHPS-1 has been shown to be down-regu-
lated in fibroblasts transformed by various oncogene
products (19). Thus SHPS-1 may be involved in growth
factor—induced mitogenesis. In addition, Maile and Clem-
mons demonstrated that SHPS-1 recruits SHP-2 at the
plasma membrane, leading to the dephosphorylation of
insulin-like growth factor-I (IGF-I) receptor by SHP-2 in
porcine aortic smooth muscle cells (20). Timms et al.
(1999) reported that SHPS-1 acts as a scaffold for the
assembly of multiprotein complexs (21). These observa-
tions suggest a role for SHPS-1 as a signal transducer in
various cell types.

The extracellular region of SHPS-1 mediates cell-cell
adhesion through the immunoglobulin-like domains. It
has been reported that SHPS-1 contributes to macro-
phage multinucleation (22), T-cell activation (23), and the
tethering of apoptotic cells to phagocytes (24) through
cell adhesion. Recently, it was shown that SHPS-1 may
be involved in the formation of filopodia between neurob-
lastoma cells (25). Thus, SHPS-1 may play a role in the
modulation of signal transduction through cell-cell com-
munication. However, its function in vivo, especially in
skeletal muscle, is not fully understood.

To find genes involved in muscle atrophy or differenti-
ation, we investigated differentially expressed genes in
rat extensor digitorum longus (EDL) and soleus muscles
after denervation by DNA microarray analysis followed
by Northern blot analysis. The results revealed that
SHPS-1 is remarkably up-regulated by denervation. In
addition, we found that the degree of glycosylation and
the localization of SHPS-1 are altered in denervated
muscles. SHPS-1 does not interact with SHP-2 in dener-
vated muscles. Taken together, SHPS-1 in skeletal mus-
cle is modulated depending on neural influences, and
could play an important role in denervated muscles. This
is the first report on the characterization of SHPS-1 in
skeletal muscle.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals and Surgical Procedures—Adult male Wistar
rats, 8 weeks of age and weighing approximately 250 g,
were used in all experiments. Animals were anesthetized
with nembutal (50 mg/kg), and the sciatic nerve on the
right hindlimb was exposed. To maintain the denervated
state for at least 2 weeks, a 1 cm segment of the sciatic
nerve was surgically removed. At various time points,
rats were deeply anesthetized and killed by decapitation.
Extensor digitorum longus (EDL) and soleus muscles
from both denervated (right) and innervated (left) legs
were immediately removed, frozen in liquid nitrogen, and
stored at -80°C

RNA Extraction and Northern Blot Analysis—Total
RNA was extracted from frozen EDL and soleus with
guanidium thiocyanate as described by Chomeczynski and
Sacchi (28). The total RNA in each sample (10-20 pg) was
electrophoresed in a 1.0% agarose gel containing formal-
dehyde and then transferred to a nylon membrane (Bio-
dyne B, KPL). The membranes were hybridized in
hybridization solution (ULTRAhyb, Ambion) according to
the manufacturer’s instructions with 32P-labeled ¢cDNA
fragments encoding mouse SHPS-1 (NCBI Genbank
#D87967, 1626-1993), mouse SHP-2 (NCBI Genbank
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#NM_011202, 1261-1849), human AchRa(NCBI Gen-
bank #NM_000079, 375-887), and human glyceralde-
hyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) (NCBI Gen-
bank #BC023632, 369-717). Autoradiographic signals
were analyzed and quantified by a Bioimaging Analyzer
System (BAS, Fujifilm).

DNA Microarray Analysis—DNA microarray analysis
was performed with Atlas Glass Array Rat 1.0 (CLON-
TECH) containing 1,090 kinds of gene-specific 80 bp oligo-
nucleotides.

Western Blot Analysis and Deglycosylation—Anti-SHPS-
1 rabbit polyclonal antibodies were purchased from
Upstate Biotechnology Lake Placid, NY, USA). Anti—
SHP-2 mouse monoclonal antibodies were purchased
from Transduction Laboratories (Lexington, KY, USA).

Innervated and denervated muscles and brain from
rats were homogenized on ice in 2 ml of homogenization
buffer [50 mM Tris-HCI (pH 7.5), 1 mM EDTA, 150 mM
NaCl, 1% Nonidet P-40 containing 50 mM sodium fluo-
ride, 1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride, 1 mM sodium
orthovanadate and 0.1% inhibitor mix (WAKO)] with a
polytron homogenizer (HITACHI KOUKI). The homoge-
nates were centrifuged at 1,000 x g for 2 min at 4°C, and
the supernatants were collected. The supernatants were
solubilized by rotation for 1 h at 4°C, and centrifuged at
10,000 x g for 15 min at 4°C. The resulting supernatants
were subjected to immunoblot analysis. Protein concen-
tration was determined using a DC protein assay kit
(BIO-RAD). Approximately 20 ng of total homogenates
were subjected to 7.5% SDS-PAGE and then transferred
to PVDF membranes (finetrap NT-32, Nihon Eido) using
a semi-dry electroblotting apparatus. The membranes
were blocked for 1 h with 5% non-fat dry milk in phos-
phate-buffered saline (PBS) containing 0.05% Tween-20
at room temperature. The membranes were incubated
with primary antibodies (anti-SHPS-1 at 1:1,000; anti—
SHP-2 at 1:5,000) for 30 min at 37°C or overnight at 4°C.
The primary antibodies were detected with anti-rabbit
IgG horseradish peroxidase—conjugated antibodies (1:
5,000) or anti~mouse IgG horseradish peroxidase—conju-
gated antibodies (1:5,000) for 30 min at 37°C, and then
the membranes were incubated in freshly prepared
chemiluminescence buffer [100 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.5),
1.25 mM luminal, 0.2 mM p-coumaric acid, 0.009% H,0,]
for 1 min at room temperature, and exposed to film
(hyperfilm™ ECL, Amersham Biosciences).

To examine the glycosylation of SHPS-1, homogenates
were boiled in the presence of 1% SDS and 1% 2-
mercaptoethanol for 3 min and then subjected to deglyco-
sylation with 2 U/ml of N-glycosidase F (Roche) in 50 mM
Tris-HCl (pH 7.5) containing 50 mM EDTA, 1% 2-
mercaptoethanol, and 1% TritonX-100 for 20 h at 37°C.

Concanavalin A Sepharose Precipitation—Innervated
and denervated muscles were homogenized on ice in 2.5
ml of homogenization buffer [50 mM Tris-HCl (pH 7.5),
5 mM EDTA, 5 mM EGTA, 50 mM NaCl, containing
50 mM sodium fluoride, 1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl
fluoride, 1 mM sodium orthovanadate and 0.1% inhibitor
mix (WAKO)] with a polytron homogenizer (HITACHI
KOUKTI). The homogenates were centrifuged at 1,000 x g
for 2 min at 4°C, and the supernatants were collected.
The supernatants were solubilized by rotation for 1 h at
4°C, and centrifuged at 100,000 x g for 60 min at 4°C. The
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Fig. 1. Time course of weight loss of rat EDL and soleus mus-
cles after denervation. Values are means + SE; n = 7.

resulting supernatants were removed, and the pellets
were suspended in 0.8 ml membrane solubilization buffer
[20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 7.5), 1% Triton X-100, 150 mM
NaCl, 1 mM MgCl, containing 50 mM sodium fluoride,
1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride, 1 mM sodium
orthovanadate and 0.1% inhibitor mix (WAKO)]. The sus-
pensions were centrifuged at 100,000 x g for 60 min at
4°C, and the resulting supernatants were referred to as
the solubilized membrane fractions. The amount of total
protein in the solubilized membrane fractions was stand-
ardized using a DC protein assay kit (BIO-RAD) before
Concanavalin A (ConA) Sepharose precipitation, and the
solubilized membrane fractions were incubated with 50
pl ConA Sepharose beads (Amersham Biosciences) over-
night at 4°C. The beads were then washed three times
with 0.5 m] membrane solubilization buffer, resuspended
in SDS sample buffer [50 mM Tris-HC1 (pH 6.8), 2% SDS,
6% 2-mercaptoethanol, 1% glycerol (v/v), 0.1% bromo-
phenol blue}, and boiled for 3 min at 100°C.

Immunohistochemistry—Tissues were excised, frozen
in cold iso-pentane, and sectioned with a cryostat (6 um).
The sections were fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde in PBS
for 15 min at 4°C. After pre-incubation with PBS contain-
ing 2% bovine serum albumin and 5% heat-inactivated
normal goat serum, the sections were incubated with
anti~SHPS-1 antibody at 1:250 or anti~SHP-2 antibody,
C-18, at 1:250 (Santa Cruz Biotechnology) overnight at
4°C, and then incubated with anti-rabbit IgG antibody-
conjugated Oregon green (Molecular Probes) at 1:500
and 2 pg/ml o-bungarotoxin—conjugated rhodamine
(Molecular Probes) for 30 min at room temperature.
Sections were observed under a fluorescence microscope
(OLYMPUS IX70, OLYMPUS).

Statistical Analysis—All values are expressed as mean
+ SE. Statistical analysis was performed by Student’s ¢-
test.

RESULTS

Weight Loss of Rat EDL and Soleus Muscles after Den-
ervation—The decreases in the wet weights of the EDL
and soleus muscles with time after denervation are
shown in Fig. 1. The wet weights of both muscles were
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Fig. 2. Northern blot analysis of SHPS-1, AchRo, and SHP-2.
(A) Bands are the signals of SHPS-1, AchRoa and SHP-2 mRNA in
innervated (Inn) and 7-day denervated (Den) EDL and soleus mus-
cles. The ratios of mRNA expression of three genes to GAPDH in
EDL (B) and soleus (C) muscles 1, 2, 4, and 7 days after denervation
are shown. Values are means + SE; n = 3.

unchanged 1 day after denervation and started to decrease
constantly after 2 days. Soleus muscles decreased in wet
weight at a faster rate than EDL muscles after 4 days.
Finally, soleus muscles decreased to 37.4 £1.5% (n = 7) of
their initial weight and EDL muscles to 59.1 £ 1.9% (n =
7) of their initial weight 2 weeks after denervation.

Expression of SHPS-1 mRNA in Denervated Muscles—
To identify novel genes involved in the changes in mus-
cles after denervation, we compared mRNA expression in
EDL and soleus muscles 7 days after denervation with
that in control muscles using DNA microarrays (data not
shown). The expressions of several genes were shown to
be increased in denervated muscles, and Northern blot
analysis was performed for these genes. We found SHPS-
1 to be remarkably up-regulated in both EDL and soleus
muscles 7 days after denervation (Fig. 2A). We also found
that AchRo was dramatically up-regulated after dener-
vation.

To further analyze the expression of these genes, we
quantitated the expressions of SHPS-1, SHP-2 and
AchRo. using mRNA prepared from denervated muscles 1
to 7 days after denervation (Fig. 2, B and C). In EDL
muscles, the expressions of SHPS-1 and AchRa increased
constantly after denervation, reaching 12-fold (SHPS-1)
and 8.5-fold (AchRo) elevations, respectively, after 7
days. The expression of SHP-2, which is known to inter-
act with SHPS-1, did not change after denervation. In
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Fig. 3. Western blot analysis of SHPS-1 and SHP-2 in rat skel-
etal muscles. (A) Lysates were prepared from innervated (Inn) and
7-day denervated (Den) muscles, and immunoblotted with anti—
SHPS-1 antibody. N-glycosidase F treatment was performed as
described in “MATERIALS AND METHODS.” (B) Solubilized membrane
fractions of innervated (Inn) and denervated (Den) muscles were
incubated with Con A-Sepharose beads. The proteins bound to Con
A-Sepharose were separated by SDS-PAGE and immunocblotted
with anti—-SHPS-1 antibody. Two major bands were detected,
“upper” (open arrowhead) and “lower” (filled arrowhead) SHPS-1.
(C) Lysates from innervated (Inn) and 7-day denervated (Den) mus-
cles were immunoblotted with anti-SHP-2 antibody.

soleus muscles, the expression of SHPS-1 increased con-
stantly from 1 to 4 days after denervation, and remained
elevated thereafter (a 7-fold increase after 7 days). The
expression of AchRa increased rapidly to a 5-fold higher
level after 2 days, and then remained high (a 4-fold eleva-
tion after 7days). The expression of SHP-2 was also
unchanged in soleus muscles.

Glycosylation of SHPS-1 in Innervated and Denervated
Muscles—To confirm that the level of the SHPS-1 protein
increases in denervated muscles, Western blot analysis
was performed with anti-SHPS-1 antibody. As shown in
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Fig. 3A (left), specific bands with molecular sizes of about
94 kDa were detected in denervated muscles, but not in
innervated muscles. In rat brain, the antibody detected a
band of about 90 kDa. Because it was thought that these
differences in molecular size result from differential glyc-
osylation, we examined shifts in the bands after deglyco-
sylation with N-glycosidase F. Deglycosylation converted
the molecular sizes of the bands in both denervated mus-
cle and brain samples to about 65 kDa (Fig. 3A, right).
Furthermore, we precipitated SHPS-1 with Concanava-
lin A (Con A) Sepharose. Con A precipitation revealed
that a small amount of SHPS-1 protein exists in inner-
vated muscles. Another SHPS-1 species with a molecular
mass greater than 94 kDa (“upper” SHPS-1) was detected
in both innervated and denervated muscles (Fig. 3B). It
was thought that this is the more glycosylated form of
SHPS-1. These results indicate that the SHPS-1 protein
is expressed in both innervated and denervated muscles
and modified in two distinct manners, and that the
expression of a form of about 94 kDa (“lower” SHPS-1)
increases after denervation, as in the case of the SHPS-1
mRNA. SHP-2 did not undergo any change in denervated
muscles (Fig. 3C).

Localization of SHPS-1 in Innervated and Denervated
Muscles—To examine whether SHPS-1 is expressed in
muscle fibers, we observed EDL and soleus muscle sec-
tions immunostained with anti~SHPS-1 antibody. Immu-
noreactivity was observed as a few small dots in inner-
vated muscles, but diffusely in the plasma membranes of
muscle fibers after denervation (Fig. 4). While most fibers
were immunoreactive in EDL muscles after denervation
(Fig. 4B), only some fibers were immunoreactive in soleus
muscles, showing patch-like staining (Fig. 4F). Moreover,
anti-SHPS-1 immunoreactivity was also observed at
neuromuscular junctions under innervation (Fig. 5A).
This localization was confirmed by double-staining with
anti—SHPS-1 antibody and rhodamine-conjugated o-bun-
garotoxin (a-BTX) (Fig. 5C). Since anti~SHPS-1 antibody
and o-BTX stainings colocalized in denervated muscles,
it was confirmed that anti-SHPS-1 immunoreactivity,
like AchRs, localizes on plasma membranes in muscle fib-
ers (Fig. 5, B and D).

We also stained muscle sections with anti-SHP-2 anti-
body. Immunoreactivity was observed in the cytoplasm in
both innervated and denervated muscles (Fig. 6). SHP-2
was not localized at neuromuscular junctions. These ob-
servations imply that SHP-2 is not regulated by innervation.

DISCUSSION

Previously, we found by DNA microarray analysis that
another gene, ARPP16/19, is highly up-regulated in den-
ervated rat muscle (27). However, this protein is a cyto-
plasmic adaptor and no physiological role was impli-
cated. In this report, we provide the first demonstration
that SHPS-1 is highly expressed in rat denervated skele-
tal muscles. We also show that the expression, glycosyla-
tion, and localization of SHPS-1 are altered after dener-
vation. In contrast, SHP-2 does not change its expression
or localization after denervation. These results suggest
that SHP-2 is not involved in SHPS-1 function in dener-
vated muscles. Taken together, SHPS-1 and SHP-2 may
be regulated in different pathways in rat skeletal muscles.
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We have demonstrated that the expression of SHPS-1,
although very low in innervated muscles, increases in
denervated muscle in a manner similar to that of AchRa.
AchR is one of the most important cation channels for
neuromuscular transmission. It is concentrated at NMds,
and is remarkably up-regulated after denervation (28). It
is thought that this is a compensation mechanism for a
loss of acetylcholine. Often, other proteins induced by
denervation are up-regulated at far lower rates than the
AchRe, but the SHPS-1 mRNA increases remarkably
(Fig. 2). This implies that the increase in the expression
of SHPS-1 may compensate for a loss of neural stimul,
and that SHPS-1 may play a role in innervation.

The levels of SHPS-1 and AChRamRNA are relatively
low under innervation and rise rapidly following dener-
vation. In addition, we have observed that SHPS-1
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Fig. 4. Localization of SHPS-1 in rat
skeletal muscles. Cross-sections of
innervated (A, E) and 7-day denervated
(B, F) muscles stained with anti-SHPS-
1 antibody. A series of sections was
stained without a primary antibody as a
control (C, D, G, H). (A-D) EDL, (E-H)
soleus ; Bar = 30 pm

Den

A0pm

immunoreactivity localizes at NMdJs in innervated mus-
cles and throughout the plasma membrane in denervated
muscles. Although AchR and its interacting proteins,
MuSK and rapsyn, are expressed at low levels and are
restricted to NMdJs under innervation, denervation
induces increases in their expressions, and their localiza-
tion becomes extrasynaptic (29-31). NCAM and BEN/
SC1/DM-GRASP, members of the immunoglobulin super-
family, also show these alterations (32-36). NCAM is
thought to play an important role in neurogenesis
through cell—cell contacts (37, 38). In recent studies, it
was reported that SHPS-1 binds to CD47 via its extra-
cellular domain, and this interaction is implicated in syn-
apse formation or maintenance (39). Taken together, it is
possible that SHPS-1 is involved in nerve-muscle cell
interaction.
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The rates of increase of SHPS-1 expression and
immunoreactivity with the anti-SHPS-1 antibody differ
slightly between EDL and soleus muscles. These differ-
ences may be due to the difference in fiber types. Muscle
atrophy progresses at different rates in EDL and soleus
muscles. Thus, differences in the nature of the muscle fib-
ers might account for the small difference in SHPS-1
expression.
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Fig. 5. Co-localization of SHPS-1
and AchR in innervated and den-
ervated muscles. Cross-sections of
innervated and 7-day denervated EDL
muscle were double-stained with anti-
SHPS-1 antibody (A, B) and rhoda-
mine-conjugated a-bungarotoxin (BTX)
(C, D). (A, C) innervated (B, D) dener-
vated; Bar = 30 pm,

Den
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Fig. 6. Immunohistochemistry of
SHP-2 in EDL muscle. Cross-sections
of innervated and 7-day denervated
EDL muscle were stained with anti—
SHP-2 antibody (A, B). A series of sec-
tions was stained without a primary
antibody as a control (C, D). (A,
Clinnervated (B, D)denervated ; Bar =
30 pm.

Den

30um

The glycosylation of SHPS-1 is regulated in tissue-spe-
cific manner, and the isoform in skeletal muscle is differ-
ent from that in brain. Moreover, two distinct isoforms
with different affinities for Con A exist in skeletal mus-
cle, and the expression of only one form increases after
denervation. Generally, glycosylation modulates the
adhesion activity of glycoproteins, and it is reported that
the aberrant N-glycosylation of SHPS-1 impairs its abil-
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ity to bind CD47 (40). It is possible that SHPS-1 func-
tions with different activities in innervated muscles and
denervated muscles.

SHP-2 has been reported to interact with the tyrosine-
phosphorylated cytoplasmic domain of SHPS-1 (9, 10),
and to regulate EGF, insulin, and the IGF-I signaling
pathway (10, 20). In our experiments, since the expres-
sion and localization of SHP-2 did not change after dener-
vation, SHP-2 appears to be independent of the intra-
cellular changes caused by denervation. We also
demonstrated that SHP-2 does not concentrate at NMJs.
Tanowitz et al. reported that SHP-2 is concentrated at
NMds in mouse diaphragm (41). But Mei et al. showed
that SHP-2 localizes in the cytoplasm of muscle fibers in
rat hindlimbs (42). We also examined SHP-2 in rat hind-
limb muscles and our results are consistent with the lat-
ter results. Additionally, we performed co-immuno-
precipitation experiments but could not detect any
interaction between SHPS-1 and SHP-2 in either inner-
vated or denervated muscles (data not shown). Our
results suggest that SHPS-1 interacts with novel pro-
teins other than SHP-2, and regulates intracellular sign-
aling in response to changes caused by denervation in
skeletal muscle.

Little is known about SHPS-1 except for its interac-
tions with SHP-1 and SHP-2, and its participation in cell
adhesion. Most previous studies utilized cultured cells;
therefore, how SHPS-1 functions in vivo has remained
unclear, even in brain where it is highly expressed. Our
results contribute new information about the function of
SHPS-1 in vivo, and suggest that SHPS-1 plays an
important role in denervated and undifferentiated skele-
tal muscle.

This work was supported in part by a Grant from the Ministry
of Health, Welfare and Labor, Japan.
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Molecular pathways to myotonic dystrophy
Shoichi Ishiura
Department of Life Sciences, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
The University of Tokyo

Abstract
Myotonic dystrophy (DM), the most common form of adult—onset muscular dystrophy,
comprises at least 2 sub-types, DM1 and DM2. DM1 is caused by the expansion of a
CTG repeat located in the 3" untranslated region (3UTR) of the DM protein kinase (DMPK)
gene. Recently, the expansion of a CCTG tetranucleotide repeat located in the first intron
of the ZNF9 gene was identified as the mutation responsible for DM2. Since both DM1
and DM2 are caused by the expansion of repetitive sequences, some common factors that

interact with these sequences might be involved in the pathogenesis of DM. MBNL
(muscleblind) 1 is a candidate for such factors and is thought to be sequestered by the

expanded forms of DM transcripts.

Key words: myotonic dystrophy, triplet repeat, DMPK, ZNF9, MBNL1
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BF2ZTHENZ2E BICKRIBIZ) ¥ — F st
MTAIENE N EDHSPIIRY, FEH
B ARDVERDEVE V) ‘EHEEES 31

R KFERERERE LER

0047-1852/05/¥50/ E/JCLS

W 5N,
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ZNF9 3021
D——/’ intron 1
; HE F
exon 1 234 5
(TG)(TCTG),({CCTG),
b.

DM2-1 (CCUG);UCUG (CCUG),

DM2-1 DM2-2
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DM2-2 (CCUG)sGCUG (CCUG) UCUG (CCUG), GST-MBNLI — — 4+ + + — — + 4+ 4
competitor — — — + - — — — 4+
anti-GST — — — — + — — — —~ 4

lane 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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