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Current status and perspectives of pediatric liver transplantation in Japan
Vukihiro Inomata, Rieko Hamamoto, Kazuhiko Yoshimoto, Manuel Zeledon
Department of Pediatric Surgery, Graduate School of Medical Sciences,
Kumamoto University

Abstract
In Japan, the annual number of pediatric liver transplantation (LT) has been stable
around 140 in the last few years. Almost all of them are from living donors. Three fourth
are indicated for cholestatic liver diseases, mainly biliary atresia. One year patient survival
rate after pediatric LT in Japan is 85%. In comparison to other indications, patient
; surv1va1 of the infants with fulminant hepatic failure is quite poor. Weamng protocol‘ofi‘“-"
1mmunosuppress1on in pediatric LT in Japan is going in'many 1nst1tut1ons, and has
‘ succeeded to obtain some number of recipients with complete tolerance. More attenuated
.;;J'ylmmunosuppreswn and-intimate- monitoring for EB virus infection usmg the real= t1me5;l——rr
PCR has been effectlve to decrease the incidence of post— trafisplant lymphoprohferatlve' '

disorder.
.. Key words: pediatric liver transplantation, living donor, indication, result
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