162

identified at the third position of the antigen peptide (Allen
et al. 1998; Dzuris et al. 2000; Sidney et al. 2000). On the
other hand, anchor motif analysis of Mamu-B*03 showed
that the second as well as the C-terminal amino acids of
the peptide was indispensable for binding to the MHC
molecule (Dzuris et al. 2000). The second amino acid of
the antigenic peptide interacts with the B pocket composed
of the amino acids shown in Fig. 5. A close look at the
amino acid sequences suggested that a peptide presented
by Mafa-A*06 might have a similar motif to the peptide
presented by Mamu-A*1303, as amino acids involved in
the formation of the B pocket were identical in both MHC
molecules. Since it was shown that Mamu-A*0! and -
A*1303 were associated with longer survival and lower
set-point viral load (Nelson et al. 1997) in SIV-infected
rhesus monkeys, it would be of interest to look at whether
the presence of the Mafa-A*06 allele in a cynomolgus
monkey would affect the regulation of viral replication of
SIV.
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