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Two events of nosocomial infections due to methicillius resistant
Staphylococcus aureus in maternity wards.

Department of newborn medicine, Osaka medical center for maternal and child health
Hiroyuki KITAJIMA

We have experienced two nosocomial infections of Staphylococcal Skin Scolded Syndrome (SSSS) by methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in the term newborn. We investigated the causes of infections and preven-
tive measures. .

{Event 1> In December 2001, 7 cases of SSSS by MRSA (coagulase type 1) were seen in the term newborn
nurseries for 10 days. In the west ward 6 patients had these diseases and 4 cases of them were hospitalized. In the
east ward, one patient was detected at out-patient clinics. No nasal carrier of this strain was detected in all 153
related staff within 10 days after the outbreak. The whole skins of 4 admitted patients were beforehand cleaned with
a disinfectant (benzalconium chloride) but the strain had a resistance against this drug. Then the bacterium spread
widely on their skins. The patients were less contact with their mothers and less frequencies of breast feedings.

(Event 2> Between September and December in 2002, 17 cases of SSSS by MRSA (coagullase type 3) were
documented in the term nurseries and neonatal intensive care unit (NICU). @ most of them were sporadic cases,
@ patients were distributed in each ward, ® The NICU doctors had no nasal carriage of this strain, @ The onset
of these patients were earlier than that of event 1. These data suggested very early contact of the carrier staff to
the patients. Preventive measures were taken as follows ; @ all staff had gloves to touch the baby, @ The staff of
delivery room had nasal cultures. Only one staff had this strain with latent empyema and was treated with mupirocin
ointment. Thereafter, no case has been seen.
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