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Abstract

A mathematical model for the transmission cycle of Echinococcus multilocularis would be useful for estimating its prevalence, and the model
simulation can be instrumental in designing various control strategies. This review focuses on the epidemiological factors in the E. multilocularis
transmission cycle and the recent advances of mathematical models for E. multilocularis transmission.
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1. Introduction

Echinococcus multilocularis is distributed in central
Europe, North America, and northem and central Eurasia
[1]. In Japan, human alveolar Echinococcus (HAE) caused
by E. multilocularis has spread throughout the mainland of
Hokkaido [2], making it desirable to design effective conirol
strategies against HAE. It is difficult to elucidate the source
of infections due to the long incubation period [3]. A
mathematical model for the transmission cycle of E.
multilocularis would be useful for estimating its prevalence,
and the model simulation can be instrumental in designing
various control strategies. A few models about E. mulfi-
locularis transmission have been proposed since 1995 {4-
6]. This review focuses on the epidemiological factors in
the E. multilocularis transmission cycle and the recent
advances of mathematical models for E. multilocularis
fransmission.

E. multilocularis carries out its transmission cycle in two
hosts; the definitive hosts are canines, while the intermediate
hosts are mainly rodents and ungulates [1,7-9]. Individuals
are infected by the accidental ingestion of parasite eggs. The
intermediate hosts are infected by ingesting parasite eggs
voided in the feces of infected definitive hosts, while the
definitive hosts are infected by preying on the intermediate
hosts that have hydatid cysts. A mathematical model which

* Tel: +81 86 251 8826; fax: +81 86 251 8837.
E-mail address: ishikawa@ems.okayama-u.ac.jp.

1383-5769/$ - sec front maticr © 2005 Elsevier Ircland Ltd. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.parint.2005.11.038

quantitatively describes the transmission of E. mudtilocularis
needs to include the following components [5,10]:

1. dynamics of definitive ‘host population,

2. dynamics of intermediate host population,

3. predator—prey relationship between the definitive hosts
(canines) and the intermediate hosts (rodents), and

4. longevity of parasite eggs in the environment.

2. Dynamics of definitive hosts

Foxes mainly maintain the transmission cycle of E.
multilocularis. The major definitive host is the red fox
(Vulpes vulpes) for most endemic regions, or the arctic fox
(Alopex lagopus) for the tundra zone of Eurasia and North
America [1,7.9,11]. The dynamics of the fox population show
marked seasonal variations because foxes are wild animals.
Therefore, a quantitative transmission model needs to include
a host population dynamic component [5]. In Hokkaido,
Japan, the breeding season of red foxes is generally in the
early spring (the last third of March — the first third of April)
and newboms after weaning, which might be exposed to E.
multilocularis infection, emerge from their dens 1 month
after birth [12]. Generally, for any wild animal, the death rate
of juveniles is significantly higher than that of adults. The
death rate of juvenile (under 1 year old) red foxes in
Hokkaido was estimated to be 2.5 times higher than that of
adults [5]. The seasonal population model of red fox density
in Hokkaido is shown in Fig. 1. The arctic fox population is
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Fig. 1..The scasonal population dynamics models for foxes and voles in
Hokkaido. The solid line and the dotted line shows the variations in fox and
vole density/km?, respectively [5].

also influenced by emigration and immigration due to long-
distance traveling [11].

3. Dynamics of intermediate hosts

Rodents mainly maintain the transmission cycle of E,
multilocularis as the intermediate hosts, and the species that
are involved in the cycle vary in different endemic regions
[1,9). In Hokkaido, the major intermediate host is the gray-
sided vole (Clethrionomys rufocanus) [7]. The gray-sided vole
breeds in three seasons of the year (all seasons except winter)
[13,14]. The survival rate of voles depends on the season and
age, with that for the first month of life being lower than that of
>1 month [13,14], while the survival rate in winter is higher
than that in summer [15]. Besides the season variation, the
dynamics of the vole population vary on a large scale annually
and have certain geographical characteristics [16]. There is no
necessity to consider emigration or immigration in the
dynamics of the vole population because of the small size of
home ranges [13].

4. Transmission processes of E. multilocularis
The definitive host is infected with E. multilocularis by
preying on rodents which harbor multilocular Echinococcus

with infectious protoscoleces. Therefore, the prevalence of E.

Foxes

Infected no egg
producing

Infected egg producing

Negative > “High Low |

’
]
1
1

Voles

)
. Infected but no .
' Infectious J¢—[ infectious }——L( NegauveJ

Fig. 2. The basic. scheme for the model of the Echinococcus multilocularis
transmission cycle between foxes (the major definitive host) and voles (the
major intermediate host).
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multilocularis is affected by the average number (NVF) of
voles ingested by a fox each day, which depends on the
density of the vole population and on the depth of the snow
factors [17, 18], which were introduced into the transmission
model [5].

The intermediate host is infected by ingesting E. multi-
locularis eggs voided in the feces of infected definitive hosts.
The duration of the egg’s infectious ability is mainly affected
by temperature and humidity. The tenacity of eggs is sensitive
to elevated temperature, to very low temperature and to
desiccation [19]. The experimental formula for the longevity
(d for days) of eggs at temperature (¢ at °C) was established as
d=exp[—-0.135(t —43.7)] [20].

5. Mathematical models of E. multilocularis transmission

A deterministic model for the transmission of a parasite
essentially describes its transmission cycle as a set of
differential equations. Roberts and Aubert [4] constructed a
simple deterministic E. multilocularis transmission model to
evaluate the effect of control by addition of praziquantel in
France. Ishikawa et al. [S] proposed a model that took into
account the influence of the dynamics of both the definitive
and the intermediate host populations and the seasonal
effects on the longevity of E. multilocularis eggs and NVF
to describe the mechanism of seasonal transmission in
Hokkaido quantitatively. Hansen et al. [6] tried to develop
a stochastic transmission model from the Roberts and Aubert
model to devise a hypothesis that would fit well with the
prevalence data during the pre- and post-control periods in
the northemn Germany. In these models [4—6], each host
population is broadly divided into three epidemiology
classes. Moreover, in the quantitative model shown in Fig.
2 [5], the infected egg-producing class in foxes is subdivided
into two subclasses according to whether egg production is
abundant or not.

The basic reproductive rate (Ro) is the theoretically
maximum number of secondary infections. R, was esti-
mated from the Roberts and Aubert model [4] or the

2 80
1.5 60
T S
£ :
?, 1 40 §
5 s
a 1
0.5 20 ™
0 0
Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan
Month

Fig. 3. Scasonal variations in the density/km® of foxes infected with E.
multilocularis (solid line) and the prevalence of E. multilocularis in the fox
population (broken line). The black and gray lincs show the Nemuro and
Abashiri situations, respectively [5).
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model of Ishikawa et al. excluding seasonal factors [5] as
follows:

Ro = L n
5‘,(1 + 5vTv) (l + 5f'tf) (1 + 5fn,) !
s NVF LNy ( n )
Ry = RN/ B
O S+ 0, (1 +&ry) (1 + rm) SANETT

The symbols Ay, Oas Tas S5 NVF , N], Hes Mis fi, and p
represent the infectious contact rate (a=f, v), the death rate
(a=f, v), the period of no egg production (a=f) or for
acquiring infectious protoscoleces (a=v) expressed as days
after infection, the conditional probability of maturity of
worms (f), the average NVF, the average of density (/)
the durations of total, high and low egg production, and
the multiplicative factor caused by high egg production,
with the suffixes f and v standing for fox and vole,
respectively. '

The seasonal variation$ of the prevalence and the density of
infected foxes were simulated for the two endemic regions in
Hokkaido, Japan: Nemuro and Abashiri, where the average
prevalence rates (1995-2000) were 53% and 48%, respective-
ly. There is a great difference between the two regions in terms
of snowfall. Comparison of two regions using the model
simulation shows that the winter density of the infected foxes is
maintained at a certain level in Nemuro, while it falls to a low
level in Abashiri, which leads to the difference of the winter
prevalence between Nemuro and Abashiri (Fig. 3) [5].

6. Risk of HAE

The risk to the human population of being infected with

" HAE has a close relation to the amount of E. multilocularis

eggs that maintain infectious ability in the environment. A

comparative study on the risk of HAE between Sapporo, the

capital of Hokkaido, and Nemuro was carried out by simulating

the seasonal fluctuation in E. multilocularis egg dispersion in
the environment based on the model [5].

7. Prospects

Recent advances in mathematical modeling of E. multi-
locularis transmission were summarized here. There has been

steady progress in mathematical modeling of E. multilocularis -

transmission into consideration taking seasonal factors. Further
follow-up studies based on field data will be needed to
precisely estimate the effects of conirol strategies against E.
multilocularis using model simulations.
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The red fox (Vulpes vulepes) and the vole (Clethrionomys refocanus) are principal hosts of
Echinococcus multilocularis in Hokkaido, Japan. How protoscoleces increases in voles and the level

of immunity in foxes remain unknown because of the lack of survey data, so that it is important to
clarify these mechanisms in order to develop control stratégies against E. multilocularis. In this study,
the growth of protoscoleces in the infected voles was approximated as the logistic curve, the level of
immunity in the fox was assumed to depend on the experience of the infection with E. multilocularis,
and the worm burden in the fox was assumed to be governed by the amount of protoscoleces in the
vole. Our model showed that the population densities of the hosts and the level of immunity

influenced the prevalence of the E. multilocularis.

Key words: Echinococcus multilocularis, protoscoleces, immunity, worm burden, stochastic model

1. INTRODUGTION

Echinococcus multilocularis, a type of zoonoses, is now
prevalent in Hokkaido, Japan. The life-cycle of E.
muldtilocularis takes place in the definitive hosts and the
intermediate hosts. The principal definitive host and the
principal intermediate host in Hokkaido are recognized
as the red fox (Vulpes vulepes) and the grey-sided vole
(Clethriononys refocanus), respectively. The prevalence
of E. multilocularis in the foxes was estimated as 45% in
1998, and has remained high until now (The Department
of Health and Welfare, the Hokkaido Government).
Moreover, domestic dogs may also be infected with E.
multilocularis as the definitive hosts. In 1965, the first
case of human alveolar echinococcusis was reported
(Yamamoto et al., 1966). In the future, 1000 new patients
are predicted to be infected over the next ten years, SO
that™ immediate control strategies against of E.
multilocularis are needed (Doi, 1995).

Humans and voles become infected with E.
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multilocularis when they ingest free living parasite eggs
discharged by the definitive hosts orally. The parasite
eggs start to make protoscoleces in the vole about 40
days after infection (Yagi and Ito, 1998). When a fox
preys upon an infected vole which has an adequate
amount of protoscoleces, E. multilocularis will be
transmitted from the vole to the fox. It is important to
consider the population dynamics of both the definitive
and the intermediate hosts because the variances of the
population of the both hosts influence the transmission of
E. multilocularis greatly. Both fox and vole populations
have a seasonal fluctuation so that the time-course of E.
multilocularis infections depend on the season.

Mathematical models have been developed to explain
observations from field studies. Recently, Ohga et al.
(2002) investigated the seasonal differences of the food
habits of foxes, and Ishikawa et al. (2003) the seasonal
fluctuations of both host populations, which had a large
effect on the time-course of E. multilocularis population
levels. Hansen et al. (2003, 2004) introduced a spatial
model which included heterogeneity of the dispersing
hosts.

Moreover, Kato et al. (2005) reported that foxes had an
immune response, although the relation between the
level of immunity and worm burden was not well known.
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“population densities of the hosts.
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In the model, we supposed that the level of immunity in
the fox depends on the experience of the infection of E.
multilocularis.

There have been few critical studies on the formation of
protoscoleces in the infected voles. Yagi and Ito (1998)
carried out experimental infections to investigate how
protoscoleces increase in the infected vole. It was
uncertain how to protoscoleces increase up to numbers in
the millions in voles and how many protoscoleces are
attached to the intestine of a fox when the fox preys on
an infected vole. In the model, the growth of
protoscoleces in the infected voles was approximated as
a logistic curve.

The model simulates the infection from voles to foxes
stochastically under the condition that the worm burden
in the fox is governed by the amount of protoscoleces in
the vole. Additionally, the model takes into
consideration the seasonal fluctuation of the hosts
through the population dynamics for the definitive and
the intermediate hosts.

We carried out 1000 repeated trials of the model to
study the seasonal fluctuation of the prevalence and also
to consider mechanism of the immunity of foxes. We
observed that the prevalence was influenced by the
Moreover, from the
results of the simulations, it was plausible that a high
level of immunity would be acquired in the several first
exposures to infection.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2-1 Population dynamics of hosts

Regarding the life cycle of E. multilocularis, the
population dynamics of definitive and intermediate
hosts which have a seasonal fluctuation play an
important role in the transmission of E. multilocularis.
In Hokkaido, the major definitive hosts are foxes and
the major intermediate hosts are voles.

The breeding season of foxes in Hokkaido begins in
spring. The mortality of juvenile foxes (less than 1
year old) is considerably higher than that of adult
foxes (more than 1 year old) (Uraguchi and Takahashi,
1991, 1998). Although foxes eat voles by preference,
the deeper the snow falls, the less foxes feed on voles
(Kondo et al., 1986).

The breeding season of voles is recognized as
occurring in three seasons every year. The main
breeding seasons are spring and autumn, since the
breeding rate in summer is much less than that in the

-130-

other breeding seasons (Kaneko et al., 1998). The
females born in spring reach maturity and account for
a large part of pregnant voles in autumn. On the other
hand, only the females born in autumn breed in the
spring. When the density of the vole population is
fairly high, their pregnancy rate will tend to decrease
because of the tendency of a slowdown in the rate of
maturity. In contrast, they will mature faster and
become active for breeding, resulting in their
population becoming large, when the density of the
vole population is low (Ota, 1984).

In this report, the fox population dynamics will be
modeled stochastically with survival, infection and
experimental status for every fox, which leads to
various situations regarding the prevalence of E
multilocularis in every trial. On the other hand, the
vole population dynamics will be modeled
deterministically. The parameter values in both the
host population models change according to the season
and densities to take into account the seasonal
fluctuation.

2-2 Transmission of E. multilocularis from
foxes to voles

If a vole ingests a free living egg contained in the
feces of a fox orally, it becomes infected with E.
multilocularis. The environmental conditions such as
temperature and humidity can influence the longevity
of E. multilocularis eggs. Yagi and Ito (1991) gave the
experimental formula on the relationship between the
longevity (d days) and the temperature (:°C) for
experimental infections:

d = exp(=0.135( - 45.37))

In Nemuro, Hokkaido, Japan, the longevity of eggs in
summer at the average temperature 19.9°C (observed
by the Japan Meteorological Agency in August, 2005)
is about 31 days according to the experimental
formula. We assume that the longevity of eggs cannot
exceed 100 days due to the experimental report that
the infectivity was maintained only for 125 days after
infection (Yagi and Ito, 1998), as the low temperature
in winter will surpass the limits of the formula. It is
very difficult to-survey how many eggs exist in the
environment, how often voles come into contact with
and ingest infectious eggs, and additionally the
number of eggs required to infect a vole.

Nevertheless, it is natural to think that the risk of
infection for voles may depend on the number of free
living parasite eggs. Then, the infection risk depends
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on the number of active eggs and the number of
contacts. Therefore, we use the infection risk as the
transfer rate from the susceptible class to the
infected class.

7-3 Growth of protoscoleces in voles

An ingested egg starts to develop protoscoleces of E.
multilocularis in the vole about 40 days after infection.
If a fox preys on a vole having an adequate amount of
protoscoleces, it can be infected with E. multilocularis,
so the amount of protoscoleces in voles plays a
fundamental role in the transmission of E.
multilocularis. However, there are few studies about
the growth of protoscoleces in voles. Yagi and lto

(1991) reported in experimental infections that 11 .

voles produced 200 eggs, with one of the necrospied
voles starting to make protoscoleces 44 days after
infection, and another vole having 3.300.000
protoscoleces 142 days after infection. We assume that
the number of protoscoleces in voles increases
exponentially after the latent period, that the rate of
increase declines slowly due to environmental factors,
and that the number of protoscoleces is finally
saturated. In the model, we approximate the growth of
prétoscoleces (P(), say, protoscoleces-day model)
voles as the logistic curve (Fig.1):
dP P

a _ - P
dt r( P max )P (1)

with P,a, r being the maximum number of

protoscoleces and the growth rate, respectively.

35

(<107

The number of protoscoleces

Days after infection

Fig.1 The time-course of prevalence of infection in voles.
The curve was obtained using the logistic differential
equation.

2.4 Transmission of E. multilocularis from
voles to foxes

A fox becomes infected with E. multilocularis after
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ingestion of an infected vole which has a sufficient
amount of protoscoleces. E. multilocularis in the
fox starts to produce eggs about 30 days after
infection, and egg production lasts for about 80 days
after infection (Yagi and Ito, 1998). The more
protoscoleces in the vole eaten by a fox, the 1afger
worm burden the fox has. In addition, the total
number of eggs discharged depends on the number
of worms in the fox. We propose a model scheme
from preying on voles to discharging eggs as below:
1. The number of voles preyed on by a fox per
day follows the food habit function (Ohga et

al., 2002)
2.1f a fox preys on infected voles which have an
adequate amount of protoscoleces, the fox
will be infected. The. probability that foxes

will become infected follows from the vole
prevalence. Precisely, the probability follows '

the binominal distribution function f(k),
where n, k and p stand for the number of
voles ingested by a fox per day, the number of
infected voles ingested and prevalence rate of
voles:

fl)= @p a-py*

Then, the sum of f(k) over k=1 is the
probability that a fox will become infected
per day. '

3.For an infected fox, we decide the age of
infected voles preyed on by the fox following
from the age distribution (the number of
protoscoleces in the vole following the
protoscoleces-day model).

4.The worm burden in the fox is determined by
both the protoscoleces-day mode! and the
immune response, which will be discussed in
the next section. The infected fox discharges
parasite eggs constantly, depending on its
worm burden after the latent period (30 days)
during a 50 days period (from the end of
latent period).

2-5 Immune responses against
E. multilocularis in foxes

Various studies concluded that foxes might have
immunity (Kato et al, 2005a; 2005b), but it is not
well known such immunity would affect the worm
burden. Hofer et al. reported (2000) that there were
remarkable differences of worm burden between

11
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Table 1 Range and mean worm burden of foxes

collected in the city of Zurich in winter ®

Number of Worm burden  Mean worm
examined range burden
infected foxes &
juvenile 68 1-56970 4995
adult 65 1-19344 907

® Derived from Hofer et al. (1999)

males and females, and also between juveniles and
adults. Especially, the mean worm burden in
juveniles was five-seven times higher than that in
adults (Table 1). Then we assume that the immunity
of E. multilocularis in foxes can be strengthened in
proportion to the number of infection experiences,
and adopt the following formula for the level of
immunity:
lfox =1-0.8"

with » being the number of infection experiences.

3. REsuLTs

Each fox structure consists of 8 characteristics, which
we listed in Table 2.

We carried out simulations of the model 1000 times
under the immune assumptions argued in the “immune
response  against E.
subsection.

multilocularis in  foxes”

Prevalence of infection of host population

The mean prevalence of infection of the fox
population in 1000 trials varied within the range of
12~48%, and the yearly mean prevalence ranged over
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Fig. 2 Variation in the prevalence of infection in the fox
population obtained by simulation. The black line
shows the average prevalence in 1000 trials. The
grey zone shows the prevalence in 100 trials.
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Table 2 Structure of characteristics in fox in the model

litter size (only female)

alive or dead

sex

age (year)

number of infection experiences

day after infection .

number of worms

pregnancy or not (only female)

6.0~57%, and the average was estimated as 33%,
which agreed with the recent reports of prevalence
(30~50%) in Hokkaido. The prevalence falls
remarkably after the breeding season (May), and
quickly rises to the peak thereafter (Fig.2). The
prevalence falls slightly from autumn to winter, but the
prevalence in winter always fluctuates on a large scale.
For the case of high prevalence in the breeding season,
the prevalence in the next winter tends to remain at a
low level, and diminishes 20~30% compared to the
prevalence in summer, while for the case of low
prevalence in the breeding season, the prevalence in
the next winter tends to remain fairly high, and
diminishes only 10% compared with the prevalence in
summer.

The mean prevalence of the vole population in 1000
trials varied within the range of 1.8~6.2%, and the
yearly mean prevalence ranged over 1.26~8.77%, and
the average was estimated as 3.8%. The prevalence in
spring has a tendency to fall with a-small fluctuation
(Fig.3), and the prevalence in voles in spring remained
low in all the trials because the variance was fairly
small. In contrast, the prevalence in voles increases

lu.. . - R B - -

Prevalence in foxes (%)

Year

Fig. 3 Variation in the prevalence of infection in the vole
population obtained by simulation. The black line
shows the average prevalence in 1000 trials. The

grey zone shows the prevalence for 100 trials.
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Table 3 Range and mean worm burden of foxes
in the results of simulations

N}mee.r of Range of Mean worm
examined infected
worm burden burden
foxes
juvenile 35 28-99300 22270
adult 65 1-25670 3300

together with a large scale of fluctuation in‘summer.
The peak of prevalence occurs variably between
autumn and winter depending on the year in repeated
* trials.

Worm burden in foxes

it followed from the simulations that the worm burden
in juvenile and adult foxes infected with E.
multilocularis ranged from 28~99,300 and from
1~25,670, and that it averaged 22,220 and 3,300,
respectively (Table 3), which would lead to the
overgrowth of the worm burden, especially in
juveniles, because Hofer (2000) estimated the average
worm burden as 4,995 and 907 based on actual
surveys (Table 1). Fig.4 shows the graphs of the
distributions of worm burden and logarithmic worm
burden. Since the latter curve was almost a straight
line, the worm burden would disperse exponentially.
The stochastic system of foxes preying on voles taking
into consideration the age structure and the growth of
protoscoleces resulted in a reasonable distribution of
worm burden.

4. DISCUSSION

Although little is known about how protoscoleces
increase in infected voles due to the lack of survey
data, our approximate protoscoleces-day model
could reproduce the distribution of the worm burden
in foxes. Actually, stochastic simulation achieved a

reasonable distribution of worm burden in foxes.
The average worm burden obtained from
simulations went beyond the bounds of the field
survey (Hofer, 2000), although the range of worm
burden in foxes agreed with the field survey. We
assume that the immunity is strengthened in
proportion to the number of infections experienced
by a fox. However, it is plausible that a high level of
immunity would be acquired in the several first
experiences. In the model, we take no account of the
reduction of immunity or shortening of the period of
discharging eggs, which must be addressed in
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Fig. 4 Distribution of the worm burden in the infected foxes
obtained by simulation. The number of worms (worm
burden) and the log number of worm burden are
shown by dots and circles, respectively.

further studies.

The prevalence of infection in the fox population
varies according to the season. It decreases
remarkably after the breeding season (May) because
of newborns, afterwards, newborns become infected
so that the prevalence quickly rises to a peak.
Actually, most newborns experience infection with
E. multilocularis by summer. It was shown that the
prevalence of infection in foxes decreases slightly
from the peak, and the prevalence in winter varies
on a large scale from year to year. The dangerous
term for the infection of individuals with E.
multilocularis comes after the fox breeding season
because that is the time with the highest density of
foxes, which is supported by the fact that the
prevalence of infection in the vole population
increases from summer to winter. When the fox
population is large in a certain trial, the prevalence
tends to hold at a high level compared with the
prevalence in a small fox population in other trials.
A large fox population and a high prevalence lead to
a large number of infected foxes and free living
parasite eggs, and may increase the prevalence in
-voles, too. If the fox population increases by some
chance, the prevalence of E. multilocularis becomes
high in both the fox and vole populations.

The low prevalence in voles from June to July is
due to the short longevity of the parasite eggs and
the fact that most juvenile foxes stay in the latent
period. In winter, the prevalence in vole population
increases along with prevalence in the fox
population, reaches a peak and varies widely, which
means that the prevalence in voles strongly depends
on the population dynamics of the fox.

In the model, the infection risk in the vole
population depends only on active parasite eggs

The logarithmic
number of worms
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because the contact rate is set at a constant value.
The human risk of infection with E. multilocularis
can be thought of as the same as the vole risk
because both humans and voles are infected by
ingesting parasite eggs orally.

In the model, the longevity of the parasite eggs is
assumed to depend on only temperature, but actually
it also depends on humidity. Moreover, it was
reported that there were some hot spots because
voles distributed heterogeneouslyf It is
conceivable that under natural circumstances the
rate of contact of voles with parasite eggs is
influenced by some environmental factors such as
the densities of both the definitive and the
intermediate hosts and the habits of the hosts.
Further improvement of the model, including
consideration of the effect of control measures

are

against E. multilocularis, is needed to forecast
future prevalence precisely.
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_ Idenitification of animals excreting feces collected
in field for epizootiological studies of echinococcosis
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Copro-DNA diagnosis of prepatent infection
with Echinococcus multilocularis in combination
with anthelmintic treatment
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'Laboratory of Parasitology, Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, Hokkaido University,
®Hokkaido Institute of Public Health

Prevalence of Echinococcus multilocularis in foxes
in Hokkaido has been around 40%, increasing the
_ risk of infections to domestic dogs and cats. At pres-
ent, standard diagnostic procedure for dogs and cats
is detection of coproahtigen and fecal taeniid eggs,
followed by the confirmative DNA detection from
the eggs. However, during the prepatent period, eggs
cannot be detected while coproantigen is already
positive. Unfortunately, positive results of coproanti-
gen alone can not be definitive indication of the in-
fection because of its cross reactivity with other Tae-
- nie infection and occasional false positive result. To
correctly evaluate the risk of E. multilocularis and to
- take effective preventive measures, it is essential to
detect DNA from the feces even during the prepa-
tent period.

Five dogs were orally given 1,000 (1 dog), 150,000
(3) and 1,000,000 (1) protoscoleces of E, multilocu-
laris. Feces were collected daily until 21 days after
infection and DNA was extracted using QlAamp
DNA Stool Mini Kit (Qiagen) and tested by specific
PCR [1]. As a result, DNA was detected only sporad-
ically, indicating that it is difficult to detect DNA
durin'g the prepatent period.

In the next experiment, two dogs were orally giv-
en 10,000 and 100,000 protoscoleces respectively.
Fourteen days after infection, they were treated with

praziquantel.

Feces were collected until 21 days post infection
and DNA was extracted and tested by the PCR. Be-
fore the. praziquantel treatment, only one sample
was positive for the PCR. But after the treatment,
the PCR was positive in feces of both dogs. Detected
DNA is probably derived from the worms that were
killed and excreted together with feces. These re-
sults suggest that DNA detection from feces in com-
bination with the praziquantel treatment can be a
new option for the diagnosis of E. multilocularis in-

fection in the definitive hosts.

' Key words: Echinococcus multilocularis, Diagnosis,

copro-DNA
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