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Epidemiology of influenza
Hiroshi Suzuki ©, Reiko Saito, Yugo Shoubugawa, Tokatsugu Sakai
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Influenza is a highly contagious acute respiratory disease that has caused epidemics and pandemics of human disease.
Now, fapid influenza tests used quite frequently as near-patient test in Japan, and provided clear epidemiological picture
of influenza infections, and then clinical management was optimized. On the other hand, highly pathogenic avian influ-
enza A/H5N1 infected humans with high mortality in Vietnam and Thailand, posing significant public health threats

while providing a chilling reminder that another influenza pandemic could occur at any time.

Key Words : influenza / epidemiology ./ highly pathogenic avian influenza /" H5N1
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