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The author replies

We thank Dr. Huscher and colleagues for the insightful
response to our review and for the clinical outcome data
for the 56 patients with advanced gastric cancer treated
successfully by laparoscopic total or subtotal gastrec-
tomy with D1 and D2 lymph node dissection. The
outcome is very interesting and informative for laparo-
scopic surgeons. '

Our review dealt with laparoscopic surgery solely for
early gastric cancer because of its demonstrated effi-
cancy in such cancers [3]. Application of laparoscopic
gastrectomy with D2 node dissection for advanced
cancer remains controversial in Japan where the stan-
dard open operative techniques for advanced gastric
cancers have long been established. A survey conducted
by the Japan Society for Endoscopic Surgery revealed
that D2 lymph node dissection was performed in 23% of
2600 laparoscopic gastrectomies between 1991 and 2001
[2]. Laparoscopic surgery was indicated for cancer with
a fairly high risk of lymph node metastasis, such as those
with massive submucosal invasion, and for advanced
cancers remaining in the gastric wall. There is a known
increased risk of recurrence such as peritoneal dissemi-
nation or port-site metastasis after laparoscopic gas-
trectomy for advanced cancer, but the effect of
laparoscopic surgery on tumor growth and peritoneal
dissemination has not been well documented.

There are several reports regarding the outcome of
laparoscopic gastrectomy for advanced cancers [1].
Nevertheless, because of the insufficient number of pa-
tients and follow-up periods, it is quite difficult to ade-
quately evaluate the outcome of laparoscopic
gastrectomy for advanced cancer at the present time.

Wil

BN

and Other Interventional Techniques

Fpud

The excellent results shown by the Italian group
suggest that laparoscopic gastrectomy is feasible for the
treatment of advanced cancer as Well as early cancer.
However, a definite conclusion regarding the application
of laparoscopic surgery for advanced gastric cancers
awaits the accumulation of data regarding laparoscopic
surgery in cases of advanced cancer, preferably obtained
through multicenter randomized controlled trials.
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