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The Management of Familial Tumors: a Counseling

Service Based on a Systematized Surveillance of Family

History
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* Familial Tumor Counseling Service, National Hospital
Organization Shikoku Cancer Center
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We developed a systematized surveillance system of
family history for every inpatient. Physicians obtain a
family history from all inpatients. Investigators in the
familial tumor counseling service review survey sheets of
family history. Patients who meet the diagnostic criteria
for familial tumors are registered in the database. They
are then referred to our service and provided with
familial tumor counseling. We carry out gene testing if
necessary. Between November 2000 and January 2004,
we obtained 2,448 pedigrees and recorded 59 cases. In
these 59 cases, counseling was performed in 25 cases,
and gene testing was performed in 10 cases. Mutations
were detected in 5 cases. We are also managing a web
page at the National Shikoku Cancer Center, and we have
created a patient brochure that address familial tumors.
We hope this new system will contribute to the
development of services for patients with familial tumors.

Key words: familial tumor counseling service, family
history, counseling, gene test

(J Fam Tumor 2005 ; 5: 57—60)
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Diagnosis and Management of Gastrointestinal Obstruction in Terminally Il Cancer Patients: Nishina T and
Hyodo I (Dept of Internal Medicine, National Hospital Organization Shikoku Cancer Center)

Terminally ill cancer patients with complicated bowel obstructions often have poor quality of life due to gastrointesti-

nal symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain and distension. In the treatment of obstruction or stenosis of
alimentary tract, it is important to choose an appropriate therapeutic modality (such as surgical treatment, intervention-
al radiology, drainage catheter insertion and drug therapy) according to individual causes and disease conditions of the
patients. Medical management can provide symptom control and improve the quality life of patients with malignant

bowel obstruction.

Key words: Alimentary canal blockage, Palliative care, Interventional radiology, Octreotide acetate, Ileus

Jon J Cancer Clin 51(3): 177~180, 2005
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