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#wEH 1 (ZL®IZ (Every Child Matters: Change for Children)

Right across Government, with our different remits, we are all working
together to improve the lives of children, young people and their families. We are
determined to make a step-change in the quality,accessibility and coherence of
services so that every child and young person is able to fulfil their full potential
and those facing particular obstacles are supported to overcome them. The
Children Act 2004 provides the legislative foundation for whole-system reform to
support this long-term and ambitious programme. It outlines new statutory duties
and clarifies accountabilities for children’ s services. But legislation by itself is
not enough: it needs to be par of a wider process of change.

Every Child Matters: Change for Children sets out the national framework for
local change programmes to build services around the needs of children and
young people so that we maximise opportunity and minimise risk. The services
that reach every child and young person have a crucial role to play in shifting the
focus from dealing with the consequences of difficulties in children's lives to
preventing things from going wrong in the first place. The transformation that we
need can only be delivered through local leaders working together in strong
partnership with local communities on a programme of change. That is why this
document sets out what action needs to be taken locally and how Government
will work with and support Local Authorities and their partners.

In developing this programme over the past year we have worked closely
together across Government and with our many key partners both nationally and
locally. We want to maintain that process of dialogue as we implement our
reforms and hope to see it reflected in local change programmes. We now need
to translate our common vision and commitment to change into real delivery on

the ground.
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