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this amount does not include the cost of patient care
after discharge.

This study also shed light on the duration of hospitali-
zation in patients with hip fractures. Mean duration was
about 8 weeks in this survey, which is longer than that
reported in Europe>*® or North America.! Japanese are
legally obligated to belong to one of the government-
subsidized health insurance programs. No patient at
ages 70 years and over has to pay more than ¥40200
($US365) a month for any treatment including surgery.
This situation might make the duration of the hospitali-
zation in Japan longer than in Europe or North
America. .

This study has several limitations. First, the response
rate was about 50%. Second, the survey was conducted
among hospitals authorized by JOA and JCOA; how-
ever, surgeries for hip fractures are performed not only
at those hospitals, but also at nonaffiliated hospitals.
Therefore, it was not possible to calculate the incidence
and make an estimate for the number of hip fractures
in Japan accurately. Although these limitations could
cause some biases, concerning the analysis of the cur-
rent status of hip fracture in Japan, the large number of
patients surveyed in this study may in some measure
compensate for any such bias.

In conclusion, the data from a survey covering 40% of
all hip fractures occurring during 1998-2000 in Japan
showed patient distribution by age and fracture type,
cause of fracture, selection of the treatment, and dura-
tion of hospitalization.
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