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H. A Survey of Intercultural Differences in Older People’s Perceptions about Future Concerns,
Governmental Functioning, and Elder Rights Protection Among Three Ethnic/Racial Groups
(Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Americans) in the U.S.

J.  Questionnaire for People 65+

The purpose of this survey is to find out how older people (65 years old and older) in
four ethnic/racial groups in the U.S. perceive their future concerns, governmental functioning, and elder rights
being protected. There are no right or wrong answers in this survey and the respondents’ identity and answers will
be kept strictly confidential. Please answer all questions and return the completed questionnaire to your
ethnic/racial group’s project coordinator promptly.

L (To all respondents) Basic Information

Q1. How old are you, as of today? yearsold  Today’s date: / /05

Q2. What is your ethnic/racial background? Please circle one that applies.

1. Chinese American
2. Japanese American
3. Korean American

4. Black American

Q3. What is your gender? Please circle one.
1. Male 2. Female
Q4. Are you currently working?
1. Yes 2. No
Q5. Do you currently live with either your child(ren) or grandchild(ren) ?
Please circle one that applies.

1. Yes 2. No (=> Go to Q6 next page)

SQ. If*Yes,” please tell us whom you live with. Please check all that apply.

Unmarried child(ren)
Married child and his/her spouse
My grandchild(ren)

Others. Please specify:

B

IL. Perceptions About Future Concerns, Governmental Functioning, and Elder
20



Rights Protection
Q6. What are two things that you are currently concerned about most?
Please check only two items that apply.

Me/my spouse becoming sick and frail.
Whether long-term care is available when I need it.
Having not enough money to live on and see doctors.
Losing respect from others/or getting discriminated against.
Having no one to turn to.
Having to go to the nursing home.
My child(ren)’s future.
World peace and/or environmental issues.
Younger people’s future in general.
10 My own/my family’s safety; crimes.
11. Others. Please specify
12. T have no particular worties.

RN R W

Q7-1. Overall, how well do you think your governments (including the national and local
governments) are looking after the needs of older people?
Please circle one that is closest to your opinion.

Not well at all (Need fundamental change). .
Very pootly (Need great improvement). = > Answer Q7-2 A only

Fair (Need some improvements).= > Please answer both Q7-2A & B

Very well (Need a little improvement). _
Excellently well (I have no complaints). = >Go to Q72 B next page

AIESTE I e

Q7-2. Using the list of “reasons” below, please tell us why you think the way you do in the
question (Q7-1). Please note that those who chose “3” in Q7-1 are requested to review
both A and B lists of reasons and choose items that would reflect your thinking.

A. For those who chose “1,” “2” or “3” in Q7-1, please circle all items that would reflect

your thinking.

1.

2.

Rl

= a

10.

Because I think the costs of long-term care and social services for older people are exorbitantly
high.

Because I think there is a shortage of nursing care facilities and social services and the quality of
these services is less than satisfactory.

Because I do not think our pension system is as solid as it should be.

Because I think the costs of medical care and drugs are extremely high.

Because I do not think existing medical care facilities(hospitals, clinics) are meeting our needs in
terms of their availability and the quality of their services.

Because I do not think our government is willing to hear the voices of older people.

Because I think our national budget set aside for older people is too small.

Because I think there are huge disparities in the availability and quality of services for older people
depending on the region of the country.

Because I think there is a shortage of jobs for older people and the needs of older people are ignored
by our society.

Others. Please give us other reasons why you think your governments are not looking after older
people.

B. For those who chose “3”, “4” or “5” in O7-1, please circle all items that would reflect your thinking.
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1. Because I think our long-term care and social services for older people are as solid as they should
be in terms of their availability and the quality of their services.

2. Because I think our pension system is as solid as it should be.

3. Because we have a good medical insurance system in place, and because I think our hospitals are
as good as they should be in terms of their availability and the quality of their care.

4, Because I think our government is willing to hear the voices of older people.

5. Because I think our national budget set aside for older people is adequate.

6. Because I think regional disparities in the availability and quality of services for older people are
very small and older people can enjoy their lives regardless of where they choose to live.

7. Others. Please give us other reasons why you think your governments are looking after older
people well.

Q8. (To all respondents) Have you ever heard of anyone talking about the “rights of older
people” ? Please circle one that applies.

1. Yes 2. No(=GotoQ9)

SQ. If “yes,” please tell us who was talking about them. Please circle all items that apply.

News media (TV, Radio, Newspapers).
Neighbors.

Friends.

Family member(s).

Speaker(s) at conference, meeting, etc.

Books, magazines, etc.
Others. Please specify

Nk W e

Q9. (To all respondents) Have you ever heard of anyone talking about elder abuse?

Please circle one that applies.

1. Yes 2. No (=> Goto Q10-1 next page)

| .

SQ. If “yes,” please tell us who was talking about it. Please circle all items that apply.

News media (TV, Radio, Newspapers).
Neighbors.

Friends.

Family member(s).

Speaker(s) at conference, meeting, etc.
Books, magazines, etc.

Others. Please specify Q10-1. (Toall

N ok Lo

respondents) Overall, how well do you think the rights of older people are

protected by your governments? Please circle one that is closest to your opinion.
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Not well at all (Need fundamental change). = 102 A onl
Very poorly (Need great improvement). = > Answer Q10-2.4 only

1
2
3. Fair (Need some improvement). =>>  Please answer both Q10-2A & B
4
5

Very Well (Need a little improvement). _
Excellently well (1 have no complaints). = > Answer Q10-2 B only

Q10-2. Using the list of “reasons” below, please tell us why you think the way you do in this
question (Q10-1). Please note that those who chose “3” in Q10-1 are requested to
review both A and B lists of reasons and choose items that would reflect your thinking.
A. For those who chose 17, “2” or “3” in Q10-1, please circle all items that would reflect your thinking.

S e e

00

10.

11.

Because I think older people’s opinions are largely ignored by our society.

Because I do not think older people are well informed of their rights and well respected by our society.
Because I do not think our pension system is as solid as it should be.

Because I think the costs of medical care and drugs are extremely high.

Because I think there is a shortage of information that would be needed by older people.

Because I do not think the lives of older people are economically secure due to the fact that there is a
mandatory retirement system and income opportunities are limited after retirement.

Because I hear that older people are abused at their own homes and in elder care institutions.

Because I do not think politicians are really concerned about the welfare of older people.

Because I think there exists age discrimination in our society, whereby older people are discriminated
against.

Because older people living alone are isolated and lonely, and their life environments are less than
desirable.

Others. Please give us other reasons why you think the rights of older people are not well protected by
your governments.

B. For those who chose “3”, “4” or “5” in Q10-1, please circle all items that would reflect your thinking.

1.

2.
3.

bl

Because I think our long-term care and social welfare (nursing homes, in-home services) systems are as
solid as they should be in terms of their availability and the quality of their services.

Because | think our pension system is as solid as it should be.

Because I think we have a good medical insurance system in place, and because I think our hospitals
are as good as they should be in terms of their availability and the quality of their care.

Because I think our older people can enjoy more rights than their counterparts in other countries.
Because I think older people living alone can manage to live fairly well in our country.

Others. Please give us other reasons why you think the rights of older people are well protected by our
governments.

Thank you very much for your assistance in completing the questionnaire (Rvd. 9/04).
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