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Multi-generation Surveys in the U.S

James M. Raymo
Dept. of Sociology
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Overview

1. Reasons for collecting data from multiple
family members

2. Methods for collecting information about
intergenerational relations

3. U.S. surveys
Examples of questions
5. Examples of research
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Rationale for collecting data from
multiple family members (1)
= Corroboration

= More accurate measurement — €.g., income
- Understand extent and correlates of measurement error

» Reduce respondent burden

Rationale for collecting data from

multiple family members (2)
Study effects of exchanges (e.g., direct impact,
“modeling”)

Study intergenerational influences (e.g., on attitudes)
Study intergenerational similarity in outcomes (e.g.,
divorce)

Make cross-generational comparisons {(e.g., in family
formation, work, retirement, etc.)

Examine selection processes — e.g., coresidence,
caregiving, transfers, bequests

Control for unobserved family characteristics — if two
or more children interviewed
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Methods for collecting data from

multiple family members
Survey all relevant family members —e.g., all
children of given respondent

Survey a selected/focal member

Survey geographically closest/coresident
member

Track children as they leave the parental home to
establish separate household

Surveys
o National Survey of Families and Households
(NSFH)
= National Longitudinal Study of Youth (NLSY?79)
= Marital Instability over the Life course
= Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID)
e Wisconsin Longitudinal Study (WLS)

e Intergenerational Panel Study of Parents and
Children (IPS)

» China Three-city study
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Web Pages

NSFH - http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/nsth/

Children of NLSY79 -
http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsy79ch.htm

Marital Instability over the Life course
http://www.pop.psu.edu/marinst/marinst.htm

PSID - http://psidonline.isr.umich.edu/

WLS - http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/wlsrescarch/
Detroit Area Study - NA
China study - NA

National Survey of
Families and Households

Longitudinal — 1988, 1994/5, 2002/3

Nationally representative

Focal child in wave 1 (age 0-18)

Chosen by alphabetical order of name

Collect info on focal child’s address, tel# in wave 2
Interview with focal child in waves 2 & 3 (if over
age 10)

Interview with randomly selected parent (of main
R) in wave 2
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National Longitudinal Study of

Youth — Children of NLSY79
o Longitudinal, 2-year intervals beginning in 1986
« All bio. children of female respondents to
NLSY79
— Nat. rep. of 14-21 year old pop in 1978
o Kids range in age from 0-29 in 2000
» N=8,323 children in 2000,
— n=6,417 interviewed, response rate=.77

« In-home for coresident younger children, CATI
for independent older children

Marital Instability
over the Life Course

Longitudinal — 1980, ‘83, *88, ’92,°97, *00
Nationally representative

Interview selected child for subsample beginning
in wave 4 (1992)

Collect names/phone# of all children 19+ who
were living w/ parents 12 years earlier

Randomly select (one child and one backup)
In 1992, N=471, 88% response rate
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Panel Study of Income Dynamics

» Nationally representative

° Follow children of original sample families
¢ 4,800 families ('68) -> 7,000+ families ("03)
N=65,000+

° In 1992, N=471, 88% response rate

= Longitudinal beginning in 1968 (annual thru ’97)

Wisconsin Longitudinal Study

Longitudinal — 1957, 1964, 1975, 1992, 2004
1/3 of graduating HS class of ’57 in WI

Does not currently interview children

Info. on randomly selected child collected from
parents

Plans to conduct surveys of selected child in
future
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Intergenerational Panel Study of
Parents and Children

e Longitudinal, beginning in 1962

« Sample of 1%, 2", and 4% births in metro-Detroit

 Eight interviews with mothers, three with
children (31 years old at 1993 interview)

» Detailed info on parent-child relationships and
family attitudes collected from both generations

Three City Study in China

e Cross-sectional, 2000
* Two stages — core sample and matched sample
» Core 18-59 — matched parent
e Core 60+ - matched adult child
» Choose geographically proximate child
— Random if distance same or uncertain

o Family relations and exchanges, attitudes
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Information Collected

» Parent-child relations
~ Current & retrospective
= Parent-child exchanges
— Time, money, etc.
o Attitudes/expectations
- e.g., re family formation, intergenerational support

e Grandparenting (NSFH)

Research Questions

Similarity of p&c attitudes (independence,
coresidence, support, etc.)

» Comparing quality of intergenerational relations

Influence of parental attitudes on children’s
behavior (and vice-versa)

Relationship between parent characteristics &
behaviors and children’s outcomes

» Exchange of time and resources
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Sample Findings

Parents tend to assess relationships more
positively than do children

Parents and children agree about expectations of
patental support following nestleaving

Parents’ preferences have strong residual effect
on children’s family formation behavior
Children who experienced low parental marital
quality are likely to have lower marital quality
Intergenerational transmission of divorce highest
when parents marriage was low contlict

Bibliographies
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