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Abstract

The aim in this paper is to analyze the factors on the households’ volunteer participation as an
example of social welfare supplied by non-public sectors from the economic viewpoint, and to confirm a
substitutable relationship between public sectors and non-public sectors in this field.

Recently, the expectation and interest for volunteer activities have increased, and the Act for
Non-Profit Organization has had its own system maintained. But the actual rate of the activities is low.
To analyze this matter, a volunteer supply model has been assumed with an individual who maximizes
utility from consumption and volunteer activities time under the limited condition of time-allotment and
budget in the paper.

The present writer has made regressions about the rate of volunteer and social activities using such
data tallied every prefecture as 2001 Survey on the Time use and Leisure Activities.

In results, age, income and the rate of the household on public assistance are not significant, but
academic background and the rate of needs for physically support significantly increase the volunteer
activities. We can say a public social welfare program has the possibility of substituting welfare supplied
by the household because of the result that the coefficient of the expenditure for social welfare programs
of local government is negative.

Keywords Volunteer, Social Welfare, Household Production,
Survey on the Time use and Leisure Activities

T The paper is part of “the Academic Project on the Inter Generational Supporting Programs by Multi Sectors”
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