dominate in these urban areas while family

formation and possible settlement may be

slowly proceeding in non-urban areas.

Graph 8-2: Share of 0-4 Year Old Brazilian Children by Prefecture
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Graph 8-3: Share of 5-9 Year Old Brazilian Children by Prefecture
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Graphs 8-2 to 8-4 describe the changes in the
share of Brazilian children by age group and
prefecture. Graph 8-2 shows the changes in
the share of 0-4 year olds by prefecture.

The share of this age group is decreasing in

general, especially in Gunma prefecture.
On the other hand, the share is increasing in
Shiga and Nagano prefectures. In contrast
to the 0-4 year old group, the share of the 5-9

year old group is on the rise in these
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prefectures. The 10-14 year old group
remains relatively stable in Gunma, but
overall, the share appears to be decreasing.
These graphs indicate that the share of
children

increasing but as they get older, the share

in elementary school age is

decreases. This may be because families do
not stay long enough to have children of that
age. Another possibility is that families
tend to return to Brazil, as their children get

older.

Graph 8-4: Share of 10-14 Year Old Brazilian Children by Prefecture
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5. Sex Ratio of Foreign Residents

Sex ratios of the population inform us
about the possible stages of migration for the
particular immigrant group. In the case of
international migration, it also reflects the
Graph 9
shows the sex ratios of selected foreign
of 2004.

compared to the sex ratio for the total

nature of immigration policies.

nationals as Interestingly,
population in Japan, foreign residents are
much more dominated by women - there are
only 86 males per 100 females. The figure
for the total foreign nationals, however,
masks the diversity across countries of origin.

For example, Brazilians and Peruvians are

2002 2003
Source: Statistics on the Foreigners Registered in Japan

2004

male dominated - there are 122 males and
118 males per 100 females, respectively.
These figures reflect the fact that labor
market demand for Brazilians and Peruvians
is concentrated on males as represented by
assembly line workers at factories.
Although it is said that the number of
Brazilians and Peruvians bringing their
families to Japan is increasing, there are still
many traditional immigrants who enter Japan
without family members to work in
labor-intensive industries mainly to earn
The other extreme is
Only 20 % of the

This also

income (dekasegi).
Filipino nationals.

Filipino nationals are males.
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reflects the demand for Filipinos in the

Graph 9: Sex Ratios by Nationality 2004

entertainment industry.
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Graph 10: Changes in Sex Ratios by Nationality
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Then, how has the sex ratios changed
over time? If temporary migration of young
men was the dominant form of migration
during the early period of new immigration,
then the sex ratio of Brazilians in 1989-90

must be quite high. Graph 10 illustrates the

changes in the sex ratios of selected foreign
nationals from 1984 to 2004. As expected,
the sex ratio of Brazilian nationals jumped in
1989-1990, reaching as high as 160 in 1990.
More evident is the sex ratio of Peruvians.

During the same period, the sex ratio of

—307—




Peruvians skyrocketed from 130 in 1988 to
217 in 1990. Even after 1990, the sex ratio
of Peruvians remained quite high at the level
of 130s to 140s during the latter half of the

1990s.

In 2003, the sex ratio of Peruvians

dropped to 118 but still the figure is relatively

high compared with other nationals.

Table 2 : Changes in Sex Ratio of Brazilians by Prefecture

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Gunma 122 117 117 119 117 117 120 120
Saitama 115 115 119 121 120 119 123 123
Kanagawa 136 121 118 119 122 124 126 126
Nagano 111 105 106 105 105 103 102 102
Gifu 137 132 126 123 125 122 126 126
Shizuoka 125 126 128 129 128 130 129 129
Aichi 138 128 126 124 122 123 123 123
Mie 135 131 132 131 125 122 120 120
_Shiga 143 134 135 132 127 126 124 124

Source: Statistics on the Foreigners Registered in Japan

Table 2 lists the changes in sex ratios of
Brazilian nationals from 1997 to 2004 for the
In 2004, the highest
sex ratio is observed in Shizuoka with 129,
followed by Kanagawa and Gifu with 126.

Nagano prefecture consistently records the

selected prefectures.

lowest sex ratio, and moreover, the ratio
decreased from 143 in 1997 to 124 in 2004.
For all prefectures, the sex ratio significantly
went down between 1997 and 1998. During
this period, the number of registered
Brazilians decreased for the first time. The
sharp decrease in the sex ratio at this time
may be due to the effect of newly arrived and
registered Brazilians, who tend to be males.
Changes in sex ratios show two patterns.
On the one hand, the sex ratio is gradually
decreasing in Shiga, Mie, and Nagano
prefectures. On the other hand, the sex ratio
shows an upward trend in 2003 and 2004,

such as in Gunma, Saitama, Kanagawa and

Gifu prefectures.

These data appear to suggest that in some
areas where sex ratios are converging (Shiga,
Mie, Nagano), the settlement of Brazilians
and their families may be slowly proceeding.
At the same time, there are some areas where
sex ratios are rising (Gunma, Saitama,
Kanagawa), which suggest that the share of

single male immigrants is increasing.

Summary

The so-called “new comers”, particularly
Nikkei immigrants from Latin America, will
have sizeable effects on the Japanese
economy and society in the near future. Of
course, the nature of these effects will depend
on whether immigrant families including
children will settle in Japan or not. In some

local areas where large  Brazilian
communities exist, the various effects of

Nikkei immigrants have already become a
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part of daily life. In these cases, the nature
of effects will depend more on how Nikkei
immigrants themselves and their children fare
over the course of their life in Japan. To
understand the current situation of Nikkei
immigrants and their children, and to get
some implications for their possible
settlement in Japan, I have provided a rough
picture of their demographic profiles, using
data from the Statistics on the Foreigners
Registered in Japan.

One of the most unique demographic
features of Latin American Nikkei immigrants
in Japan is their high share of children. In
2004, the share of 0-14 year olds was 15.0 %
for Brazilians and 18.3 % for Peruvians.

These figures contrast sharply with 6.9 % for

Filipinos and Chinese, and 8.8 % for Koreans.

Moreover, while the share of children for
other foreign nationals shows a generally
decreasing trend between 1984 and 2004, that

for Brazilians and Peruvians shows an

upward trend, particularly from 1990 to 1992.

A more detailed age breakdown of children
reveals that the share of 0-4 year olds for
Brazilians and Peruvians is especially high
compared to other foreign nationals. The
share of 0-4 year olds, however, shows a
decreasing trend after hitting a peak in 2000.
The proportion of 5-9 year olds is also
highest for Brazilians and Peruvians, and
their share is increasing over time.

Although the share of children among
foreign nationals is highest for Brazilians and
Peruvians, the sex ratios of these two groups

are one of the highest among the selected

nationalities. As of 2004, the sex ratio of
Brazilians was 122, while that of Peruvians
was 118. These figures indicate that Nikkei
Brazilians and Peruvians are still heavily
weighted toward men. At the other extreme
is Filipinos. Throughout the period, the sex
ratio was very low, ranging from 13 to 25.
This indicates that roughly 80 % of Filipinos
in Japan are women. The highest sex ratio
for Brazilians and Peruvians was reached
between 1990 and 1992, when the “dekasegi”
rush of Nikkei

America started. Compared to that time, the

immigrants from Latin

sex ratios of both Brazilians and Peruvians

went down but remain stable at this relatively

high level. Of course this general picture
masks the significant diversity across
prefectures.

In some prefectures, sex ratios of

Brazilians are consistently decreasing,
particularly in the western part of Japan such
as Mie, Shiga, and Nagano. On the other
hand, sex ratios in some prefectures are rising,
especially those in the eastern part of Japan
such as Gunma, Saitama, and Kanagawa.
Although the macro data that I presented in
this analysis is hardly strong enough to be
evidence, I assume that there are two types of
Brazilians in today’s Japan. Omne group
consists of those who lived in Japan for quite
a long time together with their family
members. This type of Brazilians is more
likely to be found in the western part of Japan.
Another  group

“dekasegi” type immigrants, who are more

consists of traditional

likely to be single young men. The recent
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economic recovery of Japan may have

stimulated this type of immigrants to enter
Japan. These new immigrants may have
settled more in the eastern part of Japan,
contributing to the rise in the sex ratios of
Brazilians in some prefectures like Saitama
or Kanagawa.

As my study suggests, in some areas of
Japan, the settlement of Brazilians and
Peruvians is slowly taking  place.
Consequently, data as well as research on
children’s circumstances as they begin their
journey in a new country is immediately
needed, for they may become important

members of Japanese society in the near

future.

References

Castles, Stephen, and Mark J. Miller. 2003.
The Age of Migration. New York:
Palgrave.

Castro, Luis J., and Andrei Rogers. 1983.

“What the Age Composition of Migrants
Can Tell Us.” Population Bulletin of
the United Nations 15: 63-79.
Gaikokujin Shujyu Toshi
Toyota Declaration (in Japanese).
2000.

Human

Kaigi. 2004.

Hayase, Yasuko. “International
Migration and Resource
Development in Japan: The Trend and
Characteristics of Recent Immigration to
Japan.” Proceedings of the
International Workshop on International
Resources
Development in the APEC Member

Economies, January 20-21, 2000, Chiba,

Migration and Human

Japan.

Higuchi, Naoto. 2005. “Brazilian Migration

to Japan: Trends, Modalities and
Impact.”  Presented at the Expert
Group Meeting on International

Migration and Development in Latin

America and the Caribbean, November

30-December 2, Mexico City, Mexico.
Hirano, Kenichiro, Stephen Castles, and
2000.
Sociology of Asian Migration and

Patrick Brownlee. “Towards a

Settlement: Focus on Japan.” Asian
and Pacific Migration Journal 9(3):
243-253,

Ikegami, Shigehiro, ed. 2001. Brazilians
and Internationalization of Local
Communities (in Japanese). Tokyo:

Akashi Shoten.
Ishikawa, Masanori. 1995.
of Local Governments to the Increase of
Nikkei Japanese).
Pp.161-186 in Dekasegi Brazilians —
Work and Life in Japan, edited by M.
Watanabe. Tokyo: Akashi Shoten.

Komai, Hiroshi (ed.) 2004. Regional Policy

“A Response

Brazilians” (in

related to Immigrants and Social
Movement (in Japanese). Akashi
Shoten.

Massey, Douglas S., Luin Goldring, and
1994.
Transnational Migration: An Analysis of

Jorge Durand. “Continuities in

Nineteen  Mexican  Communities.”
American Journal of Sociology 99(6):
1492-1533.

Ministry  of Affairs  and

Statistics

Internal

Communications, Bureau,

—310—



2006. Current Population Estimates as

of Oct. 1, 2004. (retrieved on March

10, 2006, from
http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/jinsui/
2004np/index.htm)

Ministry of Justice. 2004. Statistics on the
Foreigners Registered in Japan, various
years. Immigration Bureau, Ministry
of Justice.

1994. Labor and Life

of Nikkei Brazilians in Japan and Brazil

Ninomiya, Masato.

(in  Japanese). Nikkan Rodo
Tsushinsha.
Onai, Toru.  2003. “ The Issue of

Schooling among Brazilians in Japan.”
Pp.216-233 in Issues of Immigration in
Globalizing Japan, edited by Y. Ishii and
H. Komai. Tokyo: Akashi Shoten.
Roth, Joshua Hotaka. 2002. Brokered

Homeland: Japanese Brazilian Migrants

in Japan. Cornell University Press.
Shiho,Kei. 2005. “Determinants of

Spatial ~ Concentration of  Nikkei

Brazilians — A Comparison with

Trainees — (in Japanese)“ Pp. 45-73 in

Report on International Comparative
Linkages

Migration

Study on between

International Policy in
Response to Population Decline and
Social Security Policy. Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare Grant
(H16-Seisaku-022).
Tsuda, Takeyuki. 2003.

Ethnic Homeland: Japanese Brazilian

Strangers in the

in Transnational
New York: Columbia

Return Migration

Perspective.

University Press.
2000. “Nikkei
Brazilians and Local Residents: A Study

Tsuzuki, Kurumi.

of the H Housing Complex in Toyota
City.” Asian and Pacific Migration
Journal 9(3): 327-342.

U.S. Census Bureau. 2001. Profile of
Foreign-Born Population in the United
States:  2000. Current Population
Reports, Series P23-206. U.S.
Government Printing Office.
Washington, DC.

Watanabe, Masako, ed. 1995a. Dekasegi

Brazilians — Work and Life in Japan (in
Tokyo: Akashi Shoten.
Watanabe, Masako, ed. 1995b. Dekasegi

Japanese).

Brazilians — Their Experience and
Thoughts (in Japanese).  Tokyo:
Akashi Shoten.

1995¢. “Amendments
to I Immigration Control and Refugee

Watanabe, Masako.

Recognition Act and Trends in Flows of
Brazilians” (in Japanese). Pp.19-37 in
Dekasegi Brazilians — Work and Life in
Japan, edited by M. Watanabe. Tokyo:
Akashi Shoten.
Yuki, Megumi.

Education

2003.

and Schooling Choices

Diversity of

among Nikkei Brazilians in Japan and
Educational Support: A Comparative
Study. 2000-2002 Grant in Aid for

Scientific Research B2.

Yoshimi Chitose
(National Institute of Population and Social

Security Research)

—311—




BO5MW HaE

Variations in Demographic Characteristics of Foreign “Muslim”
Population in Japan: A Preliminary Estimation

Hiroshi KOJIMA

Abstract

This study presents a preliminary estimation of variations in demographic characteristics of the foreign

“Muslim” population in Japan over the last two decades, particularly size and composition, as well as a

preliminary analysis of intermarriages between foreign “Muslims” and Japanese.

The major data derive

from the Statistics of Foreigners Registered in Japan, which is supplemented by the population census

data. Drawing on these data, this study examines the factors for the increase in intermarriages of foreign

“Muslim” men with Japanese women.

The policy implications of the increase are also discussed.

Key Words: estimation, Muslim, sex ratio, children, intermarriage

Introduction

There is an increase in the Muslim
population in the world, including developed
countries. Japan is no exception partly because
it has historical ties with Indonesia, which is
inhabited by the largest Muslim population in the
world, and partly because it used to have mutual
visa waiver agreements with predominantly
Muslim countries in Asia with a large population
such as Bangladesh, Pakistan and Iran. However,
we do not know how many foreign Muslims are
living in Japan and how they are living due to the
lack of data. Some “guestimations” of the
number of Muslims in Japan, ranging up to
300,000, seem to be overestimates.

This study presents a preliminary

estimation of variations in demographic
characteristics of the foreign “Muslim” population

in Japan over the last two decades, particularly

size and composition, as well as a preliminary

analysis of intermarriages between foreign

“Muslims” and Japanese. The major data used
for the estimation of the foreign “Muslim”
population by nationality derive from the
Statistics of Foreigners Registered in Japan,
annually published by the Japan Ministry of
Justice (MOJ) (before 1990 biannually). It is
supplemented by population censuses, conducted
by the Bureau of Statistics, the Japan Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC) every
five years, for an analysis of intermarriages.
According to the former, there were
1,556,113 registered foreigners as of the end of
1999 and 1,686,444 registered foreigners as of the
end of 2000, from which it is estimated that
1,653,861 foreigners
October 1, 2000. On the other hand, the latter

were registered as of

counted 1,310,545 foreigners as of October 1,

—313—



2000, which amounted to a little more than 1% of
the total population. Thus, the figure from the
registration is larger than the figure from the
Censuses

census by 26%. are likely to

undercount foreigners while there are also
elements of overestimation of foreign residents in
the registration system.

Censuses tend to undercount foreigners
for the following reasons: 1) the enumerator’s
difficulties to locate foreigners or persuade them
to be enumerated, some of which are also true of
Japa.nése residents but accentuated among foreign
residents due to their sex, age, household structure,
housing type, work hours, mobility, and some of
which are peculiar to foreigners such as language
problems; 2) the tendency to avoid being
enumerated among some potential respondents,
particularly those with irregular residence status;
and 3) the misreporting of nationality or partial
reporting of multiple nationalities (Kojima 2002).

On the hand,

other foreigner

registration statistics also have problems. While
they include a portion of overstay migrants
registered as having “no residence status” (about
20,000 in 2003), they tend to be overestimates
because some of those registered foreigners may
have left Japan (for overseas or the Heavens)
either temporarily or permanently. Some
foreigners with permanent or semi-permanent
residence status may be staying in their home
country or elsewhere for an extended period for
various reasons. The death of foreigners may
not be reported to the Japanese authorities as
quickly as that of Japanese because there are
fewer incentives or fewer related persons to

report.

1. Assumptions

The estimation of population by
religion is difficult in a majority of countries
which do not include a question on religion in
their population census. A few countries such as
Canada have been asking about religion in their
census, and the U.K. joined the group with their
2001 census, but they are the minority among
developed countries. Even in the U.S. where a
lot of surveys have been conducted, the estimates
of the proportion of Muslims are not necessarily
based on survey results. For example, American
survey statistician Smith (2001) estimates 1% or
less as the percentage of Muslims in the U.S.
based on the results of several national surveys
including the General Social Surveys headed by
himself at the NORC at the University of Chicago,
while many popular estimates run around 2%.
American demographer Haaga (2002) also
confirms the maximum 1% estimate based on the
results of surveys including Religious
Congregation and Membership Survey: 2000.

In Japan, however, censuses and
surveys do not generally include a question on
religion. The Japanese General Social Surveys,
conducted by Osaka University of Commerce and
the University of Tokyo, include questions on
religion, but the percentage of Muslims is too low
to be captured by a survey with a sample size of
less than 5,000. In addition, Japanese national

surveys generally do not include foreign

respondents.  Even if they do, foreigners
represent only about 1% of the total population.
Thus, we have to estimate the number of foreign

“Muslims” based on the population of foreigners
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in Japan by country of nationality and the
estimated proportion of Muslims in each country.
Earlier scientific estimates include 70,000 by
Komai (1999), 62,000 by Sugimoto (2002),
75,000 (excluding overstay migrants of about
30,000) in 2002 by Kojima (2003, 2004) and
64,000 (including overstay migrants of 22,000) in
2000 by Sakurai (2003). This is a modified
extension of Kojima (2003, 2004), which
estimated a virtual maximum number of foreign
“Muslims” in Japan.

The estimates for the proportion of
Muslims in the total population in each country of
nationality (home country) derive from Tanada
(2001, 2003), supplemented by Weekes (1984),
Clévenot (1987), Malherbe (1992) and CIA World
Factbook. The number of registered foreigners
in Japan from each county of nationality has been
multiplied by the estimated proportion of
Muslims in the home country to derive the
estimate of “Muslim” population in Japan from
each country of nationality. For the proportion
of Muslims among foreigners whose nationality is
registered as “no nationality,” the estimate has
been based on the proportion of “Muslims”
among all the registered foreigners but them in
Japan, which was calculated from the estimates of
“Muslim” population from some 200 countries of
known nationality. In addition, the proportion of
“Muslims” in Japan has been reduced to one-third
in cases where the proportion of Muslims in the
country of nationality is below 67%, following
the estimation for Malaysians in Japan by Ishii
(1999) and Sakurai (2003).
include China, India, Malaysia, the Philippines,

These countries

and Nigeria. The proportion has been separately

reduced to one-third in cases where the
percentage of females among foreigners from one
country is above 67% (e.g., the Philippines,
Thailand, Russia). Thus, the percentage of
“Muslims” among Filipinos in Japan has been
reduced to one-ninth of the percentage of

Muslims in the Philippines (from 4.6% to 0.5%).

2. Estimates of Foreign “Muslim” Population
in Japan

Table 1 shows an estimate of the
registered foreign “Muslim” population in Japan
between 1984 and 2004, for each world region
and selected country of nationality (with more
than 300 Muslims at least in one year), as well as
the share of each country and region, based on the
proportion of Muslims in each country of
nationality in the world (some 200 countries and
areas) as of the end of each year between 1984
and 2004. Even though the estimates go up to
the first digits (above zero), they should be taken
as approximate figures.

The total foreign “Muslim” population
as of the end of each year is estimated to be about
5,300 in 1984, 12,300 in 1990, 30,000 in 1995,
47,600 in 2000, 50,800 in 2001, 53,600 in 2002,
56,300 in 2003 and 58,600 in 2004. The share
of “Muslims” among the foreign population is
estimated to be 0.6% in 1984, but attained the 2%
mark in 1994 and the 3% mark in 2004. This
means that the foreign “Muslim” population has
grown much faster than the foreign population as
a whole in Japan during the two decades.

The figures for selected countries of
nationality and world regions are also presented in

the upper panel, but they can still be considered
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overestimates for some countries, even after the
modification of the proportion of “Muslims” in
Japan, because non-Muslims are generally more
likely to migrate to Japan from both Muslim and
non-Muslim countries. Even though Muslims
represent more than half of the total population of
Malaysia, non-Muslims (ethnic Chinese) are the
largest majority among Malaysians staying in
Japan (Ishii 1999). This should be also true of
foreigners from non-Muslim countries such as
China, India, the Philippines, Thailand and the
U.S. On the other hand, there may be
underestimates for a few non-Muslim countries
including Myanmar, where the Muslim minority
is discriminated against and its members are more
likely to emigrate than members of the majority.

It should be noted that the percentage
of “Muslims” among overstay migrants has been
much higher than among the registered foreign
population. According to my previous estimate
(Kojima 2003), it was at its highest at 30%
(84,000 overstay “Muslims™”) in 1992, but it has
gone down to the level of 13% (30,000) in recent
years. This may suggest that the total number of
the foreign “Muslim” population in Japan,
including overstay “Muslims,” exceeded the
100,000 mark around 1992 even though it shouid
have declined to below 100,000 in recent years.

The lower panel of Table 1 shows the
distribution of the registered foreign “Muslim”
population in Japan by country of nationality and
world region.

Asians dominate (84-92%) and Africans and

Among foreign “Muslims,”

Europeans follow with much smaller percentages.

Among all foreign “Muslim” populations,

Indonesians had the largest share from 1984 to

1992 and since 1997, but they were surpassed by
Iranians and closely followed by Pakistanis and
Bangladeshis, between 1992 and 1996. This is
partly due to the mutual visa waiver agreements
between Japan and Bangladesh, Pakistan (both
suspended in January 1989) and Iran (suspended
in April 2002), partly due to Japan’s bubble
economies and the revaluation of the Japanese
yen, partly due to uncertain economic and
political situations in home countries and partly
due to the religious constraints and demographic
pressure faced by youths in home countries. On
the other hand, the renowned increase in
Indonesians since the mid-1990s is also due to the
systematic introduction of “trainees” to small and
medium-sized enterprises suffering from a labor
shortage in Japan.

While the share of Indonesians among
registered foreign “Muslims” has increased from
19.8% in 1994 to more than 35% in recent years,
that of Iranians has declined rapidly from 29.4%
in 1994 to 9.1% in 2004, ranking them fourth
after Indonesians (35.6%), Bangladeshis (16.2%)
and Pakistanis (14.0%). The percentage of
Turks is on the increase and it was 4.1% in 2004,
followed by Chinese, Malaysians, Filipinos,
Indians, Afghans and Saudi Arabians within Asia.
The share of Europeans continued to decline up to
the mid-1990s, but it has been slightly increasing
since then to attain 1.8% in 2004 possibly because
of an increase in “Muslims” from countries in the
former Soviet Union including Uzbekistan. The
share of African “Muslims” has remained at the
level of 5.5% since the late 1980s, but their
composition has been changing over time to

include more West Africans rather than North
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Africans. While Egyptians still account for the

largest percentage—2.0% among  African
“Muslims” in Japan in 2004, Nigerians ranked
second among Africans, surpassing Moroccans.
The number of Tunisians, Guineans and
Senegalese are also on the increase among foreign
“Muslims” in Japan and they are about to attain
the 300 mark. The share of foreign “Muslims”
from the Americas and Oceania are relatively

small in their percentages.

3. Demographic Characteristics of Foreign
“Muslim” Population

Table 2 presents the indicators of sex
and age composition of the registered foreign
“Muslim” population in Japan as of the end of
each year between 1984 and 2004: the sex ratio
(100 x males / females) of population and the
proportion of children aged below 15 for each
country of nationality and region. As the upper
panel of Table 2 shqws, the sex ratio of registered
foreign population as a whole has been balanced
around 100 while it has fluctuated between 170
and 410 in the registered foreign “Muslim”
population as a whole, which is computed from
registered foreign population by sex for some 200
countries of nationality. The sex ratio of foreign
“Muslim” population was much higher around
400 in the mid-1990s while it has gone down to
268.4in 2004. When we look at figures for each
country of nationality, the situation differs by
country. Among foreigners from predominantly
Muslim countries, the sex ratio tends to be very
high. The Bangladeshi population attained the
highest mark of 1526.0 in 1988 and the Pakistani
population had the highest mark of 1438.8 in

1992, while the Iranian population had the highest
sex ratios of about 1341 between 1995 and 1997.
While their sex ratios have been declining these
days possibly due to their family formation as we
will see below, the sex ratio of Nigerian
population is on the increase with very high sex
ratios of over 1,000 in recent years. On the other
hand, the populations from non-Muslim countries
such as the Philippines tend to have very low sex
ratios.

The lower panel of Table 2 presents the
proportion of child population aged below 15.
In the registered foreign population as a whole,
there is a decreasing trend in the proportion of
children. It was 234% in 1984 and has
gradually gone down to 9.4% in 2004. In the
registered foreign “Muslim” population as a
whole, the proportion of children has been lower
than in the total foreign population by 3-7%
during the two decades and the percentage has
virtually remained the same at around 7% in the
1990s. However, it is on the increase in recent
years possibly due to their family formation.
Among Asian “Muslims” it is even lower except
for Afghans, Bangladeshis, Indians and Saudi
Arabians.

The proportion of child population has
continued to be the highest among Egyptians,
recording 34.7% in 2004. The proportion also
used to be high among Afghans, Indians, Iranians,
Pakistanis, Turks and Moroccans, but it decreased
drastically during the latter half of the 1980s
among Pakistanis, Turks and Moroccans. Even
though the proportion also decreased drastically
among Bangladeshis in the latter half of the 1980s,

it has gone up recently possibly because a
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relatively high proportion is married in recent
years as we will see below. Pakistanis also
exhibit a less pronounced rising trend in recent
years probably because of the same reason.
Among foreigners from predominantly Muslim
countries, Indonesians and Turks in Japan have a

very low proportion of children probably because

the proportion married is relatively low.

4. Intermarriages between Foreign “Muslims”
and Japanese

1) Trends in Foreign “Muslim” Population with

Spouse/Child Residence Status

Table 3 shows the proportion of

registered foreigners with a spouse/child
residence status (visa) as of the end of each year
between 1984 and 2004. The percentage of
foreigners with a spouse/child visa increased
rapidly through the early 1990s and was the
highest at 18.5% in 1997 before declining to
13.0% in 2004.
foreigners from Asia peaked at 11.8% in 1999

before declining to 9.5% in 2004.

The percentage among

Foreigners from certain countries are
more likely to stay in Japan with a spouse/child
visa than others. While the proportion has been
very high among foreigners from predominantly
non-Muslim countries such as Filipinos and Thais
(particularly women), it has also been relatively
high among foreigners from predominantly
Muslim countries including Iranians, Pakistanis
and Turks (particularly men). But the proportion
has been relatively low among Bangladeshis and
Indonesians.

spouse/child visa peaked at 9.3% in 2000 before

Actually, the percentage with a

declining to 5.6% in 2004 among Bangladeshis,

and it was the highest at 16.2% in 1986 before
declining to 10.8% among Indonesians. On the
other hand, the percentage was the highest at
26.2% in 2001 before_declining to 19.4% in 2004
among Iranians, and it peaked at 22.3% in 1999
before declining to 16.9% among Pakistanis.
Among  Africans, however, the
percentage with a spouse/child visa was even
It peaked at 24.9% in

2000, but it has declined to 18.6% in 2004 among

higher than among Asians.
Africans in Japan. Among Moroccans the
percentage was extremely high at 74.6% in 1990
and still high at 32.8% in 2004. The proportion
has drastically increased to the peak of 45.0% in
2002 among Nigerians before declining to 29.4%
in 2004, while it has gradually gone down from
the peak of 15.8% in 1990 to 4.9% in 2004 among
Egyptians.

2) Sex Ratio

and Intermarriages among

“Muslims”

The left-hand panels of Table 4 present
the sex ratio (of adult and married population) and
the proportion married and intermarried among
foreign “Muslim” population aged 15 and above
in Japan in 1995 and 2000. The first column
shows that the sex ratios among foreigners and
Asians as a whole are balanced at slightly less
than 100, but that they are quite high among
Bangladeshis, Iranians and Pakistanis and lower
(but still higher than average) among Indonesians
and Malaysians in both 1995 and 2000. For
example, Pakistanis had a sex ratio of 1,704 in
1995 and 1,156 in 2000. The first column also
shows that the sex ratios of married “Muslims”

are generally lower than those of adult “Muslims”
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and that they are similar for 1995 and 2000 except
among Iranians. The sex ratio of married
Iranians more than doubled from 314 to 802
during the period, due to a significant increase in
intermarried couples of Iranian men and Japanese
women and a significant decrease in intermarried
couples of Japanese men and Iranian women as
well as Iranian-Iranian couples.

The second column of the upper
left-hand panel reveals that the proportion married
among the foreign male population as a whole has
not changed much between 1995 and 2000, but
that the proportion married has gone up by
15-30% for Bangladeshi, Iranian and Pakistani
men in Japan in the same period. The fourth
column shows that the proportion intermarried
with Japanese women has remained at around the
same level among the foreign male population,
but that the proportion has gone up significantly
* among men from the three predominantly Muslim
countries, particularly Iranian men. However,
the third column reveals that about a half of
Bangladeshi, Indonesian and Malaysian men are
still married to women from the same country.

The high proportion of intermarriages

of “Muslim” men with Japanese women may be

partly explained by the high sex ratio among them.

Actually, émong Bangladeshis, Iranians and
Pakistanis with a high sex ratio, men have a high
proportion intermarried with Japanese women as
indicated by the fourth column. Among married
men, about 50% of Bangladeshis are intermarried
with Japanese women in 1995 and 2000 while
about 80% of Pakistanis are intermarried with
Japanese women.

As for Iranian men, the

percentage intermarried with Japanese women in

1995 was at about the same level as Bangladeshi
men, but it rose to the same level as Pakistani men
in 2000. The first column reveals that the sex
ratio of married “Muslims” in Japan is less
unbalanced than the sex ratio of adult “Muslims,”
but that it is still high, suggesting a larger number
of intermarriages of “Muslim” men with
non-compatriots than those of “Muslim” women
with non-compatriots.

On the other hand, as indicated by the
second column in the lower left-hand panel of
Table 4, the proportion married is much higher
among women from each predominantly Muslim
country than men from the same country. The
third and fourth columns show that, among
married Bangladeshi, Iranian and Pakistani
women in Japan, most are married to a man from
the same country and that few are married to a
Japanese man. This may be due to religious
constraints imposed on Muslim women on their
spouse’s religion, but it may also be due to
religious constraints imposed on Muslim women
regarding unaccompanied migration. The fourth
column also reveals that the majority of married
Indonesian and Malaysian women  are
intermarried with Japanese men, possibly because
many of them are ethnic Chinese. As indicated
by the fifth column of the left-hand panel, the
proportion intermarried with a spouse of all other
nationalities has remained at a similar level
among women from predominantly Muslim
countries, but it has decreased from 1995 to 2000
among men from these countries, resulting in

similar levels between men and women from each

country of nationality.
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3) Factors of Changes between 1995 and 2000

The upper right-hand panel of Table 4
presents the ratio of original population figures
(absolute numbers not presented here) between
1995 and 2000 (100 x 2000 figures / 1995 figures)
to show the changes during the 5 years.
column reveals that the population aged 15 and
above increased significantly among Indonesian
men and women partly due to the trainee scheme,
and that the increase tends to be larger among
women than among men in each country. A
decrease in both men and women was observed
only among Iranians, but a decrease in men was
also observed among Malaysians and Pakistanis.
As indicated by the second column, the ratio of
martried foreigners between 1995 and 2000
exhibits a similar tendency except that the number
of married Iranian, Malaysian and Pakistani men
has increased while the population aged 15 and
above decreased. This suggests that those men
who had not married Japanese women left for
home during the 5-year period. The third
column shows that, among both men and women
married to a compatriot, only the number of
Iranians has decreased. - This means that only the

number of Iranian-Iranian couples has decreased

while other couples of compatriots have increased.

The fourth column reveals that the couples of a
“Muslim” man and a Japanese woman doubled,
but that the couples of a Japanese man and a
Bangladeshi, Iranian or Pakistani woman
decreased. This may suggest the difficulty of

adaptation by “Muslim” women to Japanese men

or the Japanese society.

4) International Migration and Marriage between

The first |

1995 and 2000

Table 5 shows the proportion
intermarried by place of usual residence 5 years
ago (migration status) among married foreign
“Muslim” men in Japan in 2000 based on the
author’s tabulation of the 2000 Census microdata
(through the courtesy of the Bureau of Statistics).
The top panel presents the proportion for the total,
which is basically a duplicate of the lower
left-hand panel of Table 4 based on the 2000
Census report. The microdata, however, allow
the tabulation of foreign men married to a
compatriot among all the foreigners and Asians,
which are respectively 70.1% and 71.2%. In
addition, there are slight differences in the
number of men intermarried with “others” among
Asians and Bangladeshis. Anyway, the
proportion of homogamy in terms of nationality
turns out to be high among non-Muslim foreign
men in Japan, which is in contrast to the
proportion among foreign “Muslim” men,
particularly Iranian and Pakistani men.

The middle panel of Table 5 presents
the proportion intermarried among married
foreign men who used to live abroad in 1995
(“international migrants”) and the bottom panel
shows the proportion intermarried among those
who wused to live in Japan in 1995
(“non-migrants”). The proportion of homogamy
among “international migrants” is much higher
than that of “non-migrants,” particularly among
“Muslims.” On the other hand, the proportion of
intermarriage with Japanese women is much
higher among “non-migrants” particularly among
“Muslims.” While the latter difference between

migrant statuses is about 9 percentage points
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among foreign and Asian men in general, it
amounts to 41 points among Bangladeshis, 7
points among Indonesians, 20 points among
Iranians, 26 points among Malaysians and 17
points among Pakistanis. The larger difference
among Bangladeshi men is due to the fact that the
proportion intermarried with Japanese women is
closer to the average among “migrant” men while
it is close to other “Muslim” men among
“non-migrants.” The apparent high propensity
of Iranian and Pakistani men to marry with
Japanese women within 5 years of their stay in
Japan and that of Bangladesh and other “Muslim”
men to marry with Japanese women beyond (but
probably close to) 5 years of their stay may
suggest that “Muslim” men who did not marry
with Japanese women are more likely to leave
Japan.

The high sex ratio of the “Muslim”
population in Japan cannot always explain the

between

This is

high incidence of intermarriages
“Muslim” men and Japanese women.
because the number of such couples increased
between 1995 and 2000 even though the sex ratio
among “Muslims” in Japan generally declined
except among Indonesians in the same period.
The increase in intermarriages is also related to
the aging of “Muslim” men in Japan, most of
whom came to Japan in the late 1980s or early
1990s as young men and reached the prime age of
marriage in the mid to late 1990s. It is also due
to the religious constraints imposed on Muslim
women in terms of unaccompanied migration and
selection of a Muslim spouse. It should be
related to the Japanese government’s regulation

regarding residence status and work of foreigners

as mentioned below. Thus, the intermarriage of
foreign “Muslims” with Japanese, particularly
that of “Muslim” men with Japanese women may
be a result of a compromise between migration
strategy and marriage strategy under changing
demographic, religious and legal constraints faced

by them.

5. Conclusion

Even though it is not desirable for
governments to interfere directly with marriages
should give
exhibit

including intermarriages, they

necessary support if intermarriages
difficulties in mutual adaptation as in the case of
Muslim-Japanese marriages (Takeshita 2004).
Jasso and Rosenzweig (1990) found that the labor
market and marriage market for international
migrants are closely linked. They argue that, if a
country restricts the issuance of working visas for
the unskilled, but not spouse visas, this may
virtually encourage the increase in marriages of
convenience of foreigners with citizens of the
receiving country for the former to stay and work
in the country. If the Japanese government
continues to restrict the inflow of unskilled

workers, the

(which are NOT

foreign intermarriages  of

convenience “disguised
marriages”™) will continue to increase in the future
(Kojima 1992).

The Japanese government should give
necessary support to intermarried couples and
their children like the Taiwanese (Chinese Taipei)
government, particularly to Muslim-Japanese
couples and their children for adaptation to the
Japanese society and its Muslim communities. It
should also consider

giving support to
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intermarried Japanese spouses and their children
living in predominantly Muslim countries in Asia
if they increase significantly and exhibit
difficulties in adapting themselves to Muslim
societies. In the long run, it would be necessary
for Asian countries to have an intergovernmental
arrangement to support intermarried couples and
their children living in Asia with a particular
reference to religions and their role in adaptation.
In parallel with an increase in the
“Muslim” population in Japan, the followers of
newer Islamic movements such as Jama'at
Tabligh seem to be on the increase in Japan as
indicated by an increase in the number of
mosques and prayer spaces under their influence.
This may also be related to the Japanese
government’s restriction on the entry of unskilled
workers, resulting in inferior working and living
conditions. The Japanese government has to
make more efforts to better integrate unorganized
Muslim migrants and their family (including
Japanese spouses) into the Japanese society as

well as the more traditional Muslim communities

in Japan.
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