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Utilization of clinical data when patients with intractable disease
apply to receive public financia! aid

Sakauchi Fumio, Mori Mitsuru (Department of Public Health, Sapporo Medical
University School of Medicine)

We have been analyzing data from patients with systemic sclerosis who apply to
receive public financial aid. In the present study, we examined the clinical data from
1.095 patients with systemic sclerosis to estimate the age at onset of the disease. We
also examined familial onsets of systemic sclerosis among the patients. As a result, it
was shown that the patients had suffered from the disease for about 10 years, therefore,
the age at onset was estimated 47.8 *£13.0 years (mean=*standard deviation). Familial
onset of systemic sclerosis was found in 5.3% of the patients. Therefore. it is suggested
that estimating age at onset helps in early detection of intractable disease; and
recognition of familial onset of intractable disease may contribute to examination of the
genomic background.

Key words : intractable disease, public financial aid. systemic sclerosis
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