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Due to the advent of multi-drug therapy (MDT) recommended by the WHO, for the treatment of leprosy, pres-
ently, leprosy is regarded as a "curable disease”. The number of new cases in Japan is relatively very low, due to
which the disease is likely to be neglected, but on scientific grounds, there is a necessity to perform in depth studies.
Leprosy caused by M. leprae is still unclear on various aspects including transmission, immunology, nerve damage
etc. Here we introduce the recent advances in the field of basic leprosy research.
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We sent a questionnaire to members of Yokohama Medical Association and Departments of University Hospital
to get an overview of leprosy patients in the clintc. ‘

Yokohama Medical Association: The rate of collection was approximately 47%. Few doctors have taken medical
care of Leprosy patients. Half of the doctors will take medical care, but they have little information about Leprosy
Aged doctors do not take medical care compared with young doctors.

Departments of University Hospital: The rate of collection was approx1mately 74%. Doctors in the Umversrcy
Hospitals do not hesitate to take medical care of leprosy patients. Dermatologists actively take medical care and
have a chance of getting information about leprosy.

It is necessary to give doctors information about leprosy and its history of stigma.
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