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Three Cases of Maltreated Children who Previously were Diagnosed as
Having Attention Deficit/Hyperactive Disorder

Junichi Furusho®, Tetsuji Kubagawa® and Hiroshi Maruyama®

BCollage of Literature, Department of Education, Aoyamagakuin University
2 Division of Psychiatry, Kawasaki municipal Hospital
"Matsudo Clinic

Three maltreated children who were originally thought to have attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder
{AD/HD) by their teachers, school counselors and pediatricians, because of their aggressive behaviors in vari-
ous environments such as schools, kindergartens and nurseries school, are described. All individuals were vic-

tims of violent acts in their early childhood.

They underwent counseling and in 2 of 3 cases methylphenidate was administered without improvement
in their aggressive behavior. Recent studies suggested AD/HD as a developmental disorder of self-regulation
which originated from underdevelopment of orbito-frontal cortex, genetic determinations or some perinatal

brain injuries of various causes.

As a rule we tend to make a diagnosis of AD/HD only from their behaviors such as inability to concen-

trate and hyperactivity.

We conclude that we have to distinguish AD/HD from secondary hyperactivity, especially originated
from bitter experience of maltreatment. We ought to take their family history and past history and diagnose

carefully in order to obtain adequate treatment.
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A Case of Child Maltreatment which Became Apparent by Using Questionnaire for Measuring
Quality of Life in Japanese Elementary School Children and by Pediatrician Interview

Junichi Furushe”, Shuichire Watanabe®, Hiroyuki Satoh?,
Kumiko Matsuzaki®, Yoshike Nemoto” and Reiko Shibata®
"College of Literature, Department of Education, Aoyamagakuin University
#Watanabe Children’s Clinic
YDepartment of Pediatrics, School of Medicine, Showa University

We described a 10 years old girl whose score of the Kid-Kindle Questionnaire for Measuring Quality of
Life in Japanese Elementary School Children (QOL score) was low point, especially the score of family domain
was 0 point. We thought she had had severe family conflicts, so one of us (pediatrician} decided to have an in-
terview with her at her school. In this interview, she told that she was getting violence from her mother. Her
mother seldom took care of her and forced her not to say this fact to anyone. We collaborated with school
teacher and clinical counselor. We conclude that children whose QOL scores are low may have some psycho-
logical problems, therefore QOL score would be useful screening questionnaire to measure child mental health.
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