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The Neonatal Research Network
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Osaka Medical Center and Research Institute for Maternal and Child Health
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weight infants, Evidence-based medicine.
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The Neonatal Research Network Japan was founded in 1998. It is a nationwide
network formed to conduct multicenter randomized placebo-controlled trials in
neonatal medicine. The clinical trial of low-dose indomethacin for the prevention of
intraventricular hemorrhage in extremely low birth weight infants was launched in
November 1999. Fifteen neonatal centers participated to study a total of 600 cases. In
August 2000, early trophic feeding to prevent neonatal morbidities (sepsis, necrotizing
enterocolitis) in very low birthweight infants was begun by 23 neonatal centers. It is
expected that the NRN will establish an infrastructure for clinical trials in the sub-

. specialty of neonatal intensive care.
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