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Table 1 Characteristics of study subjects
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R AR L 2Tl Akb L <12 F1l
(FA1E) % (F ) % P&
FETRER (T £ 8D) & 836 £ 69 834 + 7.0 ns
PR (&) 60 682 19 543 ns
R A
LA 36 409 13 371 ns
Fi g 39 443 9 257 ns
EHEE 4 45 4 114 ns
L%k 9 10.2 9 257 ns
AR (bpouE (B/MVE BAE) B 2415 (5, 3508) 219 (0, 1.894) ns
FIEAH (hoE (B0l BAME) 30 7 4 (0, 8 ns
Eig® (FY) 32 364 10 286 ns
FONE (hofE (B/ME, ®AME) 2 {0, 7) 3 (0, 6 ns
Table2 Prevalence of aggressive treatments during the last six months
HRELE (N =88 #HREE (N =35
HENER (EREESHD) _;F
A % AE % P&
L= v — 23 261 12 34.3 ns
£k y i5 17.0 9 257 ns
AT R 25 12 136 7 200 ns
A E 35 308 18 514 ns
AEAR 76 86.4 20 571 oM
LiAiiig 12 138 4 114 ns
Table 3 Prevalence of palliative treatments during the last six months
FREE NW=283 #HREE (N =35
BAES (BHEEDH) %_ ) FIREZ (
A% % AN % P&
RREREBE ] 0 1] 0 —
FHRERASE 8 91 2 5.7 ns
€3 34 955 32 914 ns
Table 4 Prevalence of artificial nutrition during the last six months
#REE (N =88 SFEFEE (N =35
RERE (EHEEZDH D) ‘ i
AN % ANE % P&
KCHi6e HHE HOEEFA>¥ (FD) 70 795 23 657 ns
BAQY -8 (BD) 67 76.1 12 343 ns
KEF2-TOFA (FH) 41 466 9 257 03
EMpEERs (FY) 26 295 10 286 ns
TR GuLBRI 4 EH) 70 795 24 686 n.s
FEF2L—TEE (F0) 47 534 13 371 ns
BEREEFa—7 26 295 7 200 ns
B#Fa—7 22 250 7 200 a.s
FDMOF 2 —T 0 0 0 0 —_
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Abstract

Terminal care for elderly patients with dementia in two long-term eare hospitals

Yoshihisa Hirakawa", Yuichiro Masuda?, Takaya Kimata”, Kazumasa Uemura®,
Masafumi Kuzuya" and Alkihisa Iguchi

A byproduct of the aging of the population has been a dramatic rise in patients with dementia. The aim of the present
study is to clarify the use of aggressive and palliative treatments, artificial nutrition and sedation in long-term care hospitals
in Japan. We assessed 123 deaths in people aged 65 and older who died in two long-term care hospitals in and around Na-
gova from January 2001 to December 2002. All deceased were divided into two groups according to their diagnosis of de-
mentia. Data on the particular characteristics of the deceased, diagnosis of dementia, aggressive treatments (including CPR,
intubation, mechanical ventilation, the use of systemic antibiotics and blood transfusion). palliative treatments (inchiding
oxygen, narcoiic and nonnarcetic pain medication) artificial nutrition (including hyperalimentation and tube feeding) and
sedation during the last six months of their lives were collecied from medical charts. The prevalence of aggressive and pal-
liative interventions did not vary significantly with the diagnosis of dementia except for the use of vasopressors, Artificial
nutrition was prevalent and few patients received sedatives in either group. Patients with and without dementia received
similar treatments in the end-stage. A greater understanding of the course of dementia is needed to further discussions on
the terminal care of people with dementia. A national consensus on how to treat end-stage demented patients is also needed.
Key words : Geriatric hospital, Dementin, Elderly, Terminal care
(Jpn J Geriat 2004 ; 41 : 99-—104)
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