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Absence of cerebral function
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1. Essential is that the cause of coma be known
2. Deep coma without any response to verbal or painful stimuli
3. All reversible causes of coma must be ruled out;
Dhypothermia (core body temperature less than 33 [ C)
2)drug intoxication
3)hypotension
4)neuromuscular blockade
5)sedating medicines
4. The period of observation required to confirm the diagnosis
of brain death
will vary according to the specific clinical circumstances
5. Confirmatory test for brain death
Delectroencephalogram (an isoelectric EEG is not
mandatory)
2)Doppler ultrasonography
3)cerebral angiography
4)isotope angiography
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Absence of brain stem function
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1. ‘Absence of all stem reflexes
Dpupillay size and reactivity
2)corneal
3)oculovestibular
4)gag
5)cough
2. Apnea test
apnea long enough for the PaCO2 to become greater than
60 mmHg
in the absence of metabolic alkalosis
(following hyperoxygenation on 100% oxygeh on

mechanical ventilation)
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B 4

Ohio Kentucky Indiana total tristate | total USA
Level 1 15 2 3 20 98
Level 2 13 0 1 14 72
Level 3 6 1 0 7 18
total 34 3 4 41 188
5
total
Ohio Kentucky Indiana Cincinnati area | total USA
2003 232 93 156 481 6457
2002 226 89 130 445 6190
2001 241 70 100 411 6080
total 699 252 386 1337 18727
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