As a total, the sex ratio of Brazilian population decreased from 1.28 in 1997 to 1.22 in 2003.
Among prefectures where large Brazilian communities are located, sex ratios are decreasing
except for in Shizuoka. The prefectures where sex ratios of Brazilian nationals are uneven
(those listed in the lower panel) are not the prefectures where large numbers of Brazilians reside.
Sex ratios of these prefectures (Ehime, Shimane, Ishikawa, and Kagawa) are even increasing in
recent years. In general, the sex ratio of Brazilians is in a direction of convergence,

particularly in prefectures where Brazilian nationals concentrate.

Table 2. Changes in Sex Ratios of Brazilian Nationals in Selected Prefectures: 1997-2003

. 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Total 1.28 1.23 1.24 1.23 1.22 1.22 1.22
Gunma 1.22 1.17 1.17 1.19 1.17 1.17 1.20
Nagano 1.11 1.05 1.06 1.05 1.05 1.03 1.02
Shizuoka 1.25 1.26 1.28 1.29 1.28 1.30 1.29
Aichi 1.38 1.28 1.26 1.24 122 1.23 1.23
Mie 1.35 1.31 132 1.31 1.25 122 1.20
Ehime 200 1.71 1.73 2.05 1.86 2.21 230
Shimane 208 2.26 227 2.51 2.26 2.37 228
Ishikawa 141 139 1.81 1.72 1.50 1.47 1.49
Kagawa 1.16 1.16 1.13 1.23 1.28 1.36 1.45

* Source: Statistics on the Foreigners registered in Japan

Summary

Using the data from Statistics on the Foreigners Registered in Japan, 1 have
overviewed the demographic profiles of Brazilian nationals in Japan. I found that unlike other
foreign nationals, Brazilians have a relatively large share of child population (15 %), which is
slightly higher than that of the total Japanese population. In particular, the share of younger
children (0-9 years old) is high and the share of 5-9 year olds is even on the rise. In

prefectures where large Brazilian communities exist such as Gunma, Shizuoka and Mie, the



share of Brazilian children out of corresponding age group of that prefecture already exceeds
1 %. The sex ratio of Brazilian nationals in Japan is still uneven and shows that there are more
males than females (122 males per 100 females). However, changes in sex ratios over time
illustrates that the number of males and females are slowly converging.

The analysis of demographic profiles of Brazilians implies that there are two types of
Brazilian residents in Japan. One group consists of those with family members and possibly
those who have lived in Japan longer. Another group consists of young males with possibly
shorter duration of residence. It is likely that the former is in the process towards permanent
settlement in Japan. The share of children is growing and past research shows that the
presence of children is likely to deter migration (Chitose 2003).  Another piece of evidence is
the gradual convergence of sex ratios. This suggests that the duration of stay is getting longer.
The possible settlement of Brazilians is particularly likely to take place in regions where
Brazilian communities exist as indicated by decreasing sex ratios and rising share of Brazilian
children in these prefectures.

The prospects of the latter group are unclear at the moment. A study on the process
of family formation among Brazilians may play an important role in analyzing who remains and

who will leave.
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