B.

Causes of Human Casualties

IESS

The following shows the main cause of death for all the 5,502 casualities:

Table 4
Cause of Death

Main Cause of Death

No. of Cases

Death from crushing and/or suffocation by collapsed

building and/or furniture 4,831

Death from’fire (includes corpées burned after death) 550
- Other (dvirect blow to head by falling object and total

body contusion from a falling vehicle, etc.) 121
| Total: 5,502

Source:. National Police Agency'.(as of 26 April 1995)

Of the above 5,502 cases, 2,358 police autopsies were conducted to obtain
detailed information on the exact cause and time of death. 77.1% died from crushing
and/or suffocation, 5.3% from brain damage, 4.4% from burns and 2.0% of shock from
external injuries.

Table 5
Time of Death

Estimated Time of Death Cases
Within 15 minutes after the earthquake of 17 January 2,234
By the end of 17 January 36
On 18 January 3
On 20 January 1
On 21 January 1
Undetermined 64

Note: The percentages by death and also the total of Table 5 do not add up to 2,358

because of several unidentified cases.

Source: Office of Police Autopsy Medical Officer, Hyogo Prefecture (as of 5 March

1995)
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