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In addition. Los Angeles County has; stray cats and dogs, pet reptiles, horses, livestock, and
wildlite.

Urban Wildlife

Foraging in alleyways, scurrying out of storm drains, nesting under eaves and sleeping in every
conceivable building nook and household cranny, wild creatures are part of every city's
ecosystem.

Wildlife are under the contro] of the California Department of Fish and Game. Coyotes appear

most adaptable to human encroachment. Urban coyotes are adept at navigating city streets to
forage for domestic cats and dogs.

Zoo

Los Angeles City Zoo is located on a 113-acre site in Griffith Park with a collection of 1,200
animals from around the world. The zoo has an average annual attendance of 1.4 million
visitors.

Los Angeles is the nation's second-largest city. It is the largest z00’s on west coast of the United
States.

Animatl Control Agencies

Los Angeles County has a population of ten million people and millions of animals. The two
most common domestic animals are cats and dogs. There are over 20 different animal control
agencies in the County. The two largest, with six shelters each, are the City of Los Angeles

Department of Animal Services and the Los Angeles County Department of Animal Care and
Control.

Two Schools of Veterinary Medicine in California

The nation’s most recent School of Veterinary Medicine in Pomona is located in Los Angeles
County. Its first class started in the fall of 2003. California’s first School of Veterinary
Medicine began in 1948 at the University of California in Davis,

Los Angeles County has 10 million people with their companion animals - mainly cats and
dogs

Outreach programs with schools, animal control agencies on animal bites

Write a column on Veterinary Public Health for the local veterinary medical journal
Educate health professionals on zoonoses - their training is in hurnan health
Collaborate with animal control agencies, zoo, wild animal compounds, humane groups

Disease Surveillance - veterinary practitioners are our eyes and ears
. Animal control agencies
. Local veterinarians
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. Animal owners, pet stores - usually go through their veterinarian
. Need a specific laboratory diagnosis to proceed

Bioterrorism is of concern to the Department of Health Services

Biological terrorism may be defined as the intentional use of microorganisms or toxins derived
from living organisms to cause death or disease in humans, other animals, or plants in civilian
settings. During the past decade, the threat of biological terrorist activities has increased, and the
first instances of biological terrorism ever reported occurred in Japan and the United States.
Years of research by several nations resulted in essentially the same list of microbial agents. The
vast majority of these agents are zoonoses. In addition to the traditional biological agents, there
is list of potential bioterrorist agents for livestock. This includes foreign animal diseases. These
diseases have been eliminated from the United States.

. The Centers for Disease Control has classified infectious agents most likely to be used by
terrorists. Of those pathogens, the vast majority are animal diseases that affect people.
Category C, the least likely to be used, includes the emerging diseases of which 75% are
ZOONOSes.

Computers and Veterinary Medicine
Many veterinary schools now require that students have computers
Most local agencies have websites

We have a website www.lapublichealth orgfvet
All federal agencies have websites

Veterinary Medical Schools have websites hitp://aavme.org/schools/schools htm
Disease reporting can be done via the Internet

More traintng is given on the Internet

National Library of Medicine available on the Internet

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) popular

Computerized disease mapping

a 8 e & % & ® » = =

12/08/03
Japan mect03. wpd
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