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Environmental Impact Assessments for Veterinary Medicinal Products
Yuuko S. ENDOH

National Veterinary Assay Laboratory, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
1-15-1, Tokura, Kokubungi, Tokye 1858511, Japan

Recently, concerns for the toxicity of chemicals to life in environments are increasing. The manner in which the
hazards of chemicals are evaluated is changing rapidly. The view point from environmental toxicology is induced to
the evaluation of chemicals in Japan this year (2003).

Environmental impact assessments (EIAs) for veterinary medicinal products (VMPs) are now being developed by
the International Cooperation on Harmonization of Technical Requirements for Registration of VMPs (VICH)
Ecotoxicity/EIA Working Group (WG). The WG elected to develop harmonized guidance in two phases (Phase I and
Phase 1 ). Phase [ was completed and released for implementation by the VICH Steering Committee (SC) on June
15 2000. Phase [ has been implemented officially in the EU, US and Australia. Phase [ identifies VMPs that require
a more extensive investigation of their potential to have effects on non-target organisms in the environment. Phase [l
includes decision trees for each of the major branches : (1) aquaculture, (2) intensively reared terrestrial animals and
(3) pasture animals. Following completion of Phase [I, both guidance documents are expected to be implemented in
the EU, Japan, US, Australia/New Zealand and possibly Canada.
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