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International comparison of the remuneration system for medical care

Along with ageing of the population and economic
are required to re-organize their health sector in order

depression, most of the industrialized countries
to make it more cost-effective. As a remunera-

tion system, there are several types as follows : fee-for-service, per diem payment, per case payment,
capitation and global budgeting. Traditionally, most of the social-insurance-type countries such as
France and Germany adopt fee-for-service as a base payment system. Recently, however, they have
come to introduce the lump-sum payment scheme such as per-case payment and global budgeting in
order to rationalize the health expenditures. Under the lump-sum payment system, there might be

incentive for providers to offer cheap and low quality

services. Therefore it is required to establish a

quality assurance system and good medical information system for appropriate evaluation.

Shinya MATSUDA, Univ. of Occupational and Environmental Health, Fukuoka
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