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B 30HE

Title: Information wanted from Japanese researcher
Dear Sir/Madam

We are Japanese researchers majoring in health care management and ethics.

Being supported by national budget, we are now researching health care system of your
country especially targeting at “intractable diseases” such as idiopathic dilated cardiomyopathy,
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and systematic lupus erythematosus,

By comparing the health care system of your country with ours, we would like to explicate
what factors are affecting on making health policy especially in terms of ethical aspects.

We will highly appreciate if you forward this mail to a person/institute which would kindly
reply to the following questions or give us some information to contact with a suitable
person/institute.

Q1: Is there any national or local governmental health care system to support patients
suffering from “intractable diseases” in your country?

Q2: What is the purpose and concept of introducing such kind of systems?
To make our purpose more understandable, let us introduce the outline of Japanese system.

1. Basically almost every diseases and medical cares are covered by national heaith
insurance system - 70-80% of medical fee are reimbursed by authorized insurer.

2. In addition to this, patients suffering from “intractable diseases™ are supported by the
following systems.
(1) Their self-payments are reduced.

(2) Research projects for these diseases are funded by national budget.

3. Owing to these systems, patients can access to the medical specialists with relatively
low cost. As for medical specialists, they can consult enough patients to promote their
research.

To the person who would do us a favor of replying the above-mentioned questions, we are
willing to send the following information as a token of our gratitude.

- More detailed explanation of Japanese health care systems
- Outcome of our research

We hope this will develop to be a mutually rewarding association.
Sincerely yours

Koichiro ITAL, M.A,,

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Ethics,
School of Medicine, Miyazaki Medical College, JAPAN
e-mail: koichiro@post.miyazaki-med.ac.jp

Motoki ONISHI, M.D., M.A,

Chief Medical Officer

Aomori Public Health Center, Japan
e-mail: mot@earth.co.jp
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