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Recent research achievements on the
systemic mycoses in the United States
George S. Kobayashi

Division of Infectious Diseases,

Washington University
School of Medicine St. Louis, Missouri
The systemic mycoses coccidicido-
mycosis, histoplasmosis, blastomycosis,
and paracoccidicidomycosis have well
defined geographic areas of distribution.
Coccidicidomycosis, a disease of the New
World, is endemic in the southwestern part
of the United States, northern states of
Mexico, and defined areas of Central, and
South America. Histoplasmosis is world
wide in distribution with areas of high
endemicity occurring in the Ohio and
Mississippi River valleys of the United
States, Central America, and a portion of
Africa. Endemic areas of blastomycosis
cccur mainty in the United States in areas
that overlap those of histopiasmosis.
Endemic areas of blastomycosis have also
been found in Africa. The geographic
distribution of paracoccidioidomycosis is
restricted to Latin America, with high
incidence of disease occurring in Brazil,
Colombia, and Venezuela. These diseases,
once considered to be exotic and rare, are
now of concern because of the increasing
incidence of these systemic mycoses in
Japan. This Increase has occurred In
concert with mobility of the population
and ease of air travel, particularly in
patients who have visited the areas of
endmicity. These concerns also coincide
with the Increase in immune disorders
such as AIDS and those induced by the use
of broad spectrum antibacterial antibiotics,
steroids, and immuno-modulating drugs
in organ transplantation and treatment of
various disorders such as cancer. An
overview of the status of current research
being conducted on fungi causing these
diseases will be discussed.
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